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DAY FIGHTER CAMOUFLAGE
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To fully appreciate and understand the various camouflages schemes and colors displayed by the
aircraft profiles in this book; the reader should have a working understanding of the complex story
of Luftwaffe camouflage schemes and colors. This brief summary covers the more important as-
pects of the subject but in no way should be considered comprehensive. Those wishing to learn more
on the subject are advised to consult the various references quoted elsewhere in this book.

Introduction

On page 5 in both the 1938 and 1941 editions of the Luftwaffendienstvorschiften (L.Dv.) 521/1
document, the following description clearly and neatly summarizes the Reichluftfartministerium’s
(RLM) position on the reasons for painting aircraft:

Zweck der Lackierung (Purpose of Painting)

a) Surface-protection: Covering of aircraft construction materials against the influence of the
weather, water and payload. Increases the service life of the aircraft.

b) Making materials suitable for acronautical use (e.g., fabric).

¢) Influences the visibility of an aircraft.

Pointedly, the RLM statements refer only to the surface protection aspects of painting, and not about
the actual paints, their colors or their hues. To them, camouflage was the least important attribute of
painting aircraft.

Of the almost 50 identified RLM paint colors and their variations, the RLM listed official color
names for only 28, up to color 73 Griin. All numerically higher numbered colors did not have an
official descriptive name. Only aircraft manufacturers such as Messerschmitt and Dornier used the
names of well-known colors such as Grauviolett for their own internal purposes. For their identifi-
cation purposes, the RLM used only the Fliegwerkstoffnummer (Aircraft Construction-Material
Number), e.g., 7120.76 to describe a specific color.

The Pre-War Period 1935-1939

The first Luftwaffe aircraft were painted with a surface protection application in a hue referred to as
Hellgrau (Light Gray) (This was, and continues to be, erroneously referred to in several publica-
tions as RLM 63 Hellgrau lacquer). Hellgrau, as initially used for civil aircraft, was acceptable
within the then-current RLM-Specification requirements, but was never standardized as an official
color within the RLM system. In late 1936, the RLM first issued regulation’s defining how aircraft
surfaces were to be protected with lacquers. This first universal finish was the now familiar overall
02 Grau scheme. Hellgrau and 01 Silber, used as an overall finish, were remnants of the painting
system originally in force for civil aircraft, one that was subsequently superseded by overall 02.
Overall, 63 was more unusual, this being the gray color used in the 61/62/63 camouflage scheme.
The “real” RLM 63 had a hue very similar to 02, but just a bit lighter.

The Early War Period 1939-1940
From mid-1937, the Luftwafte introduced a new camouflage consisting of two upper surface colors,
70 Schwarzgiin (Black Green) and 71 Dunkelgriin (Dark Green), and an undersurface color 65

Hellblau (Light Blue). These paints were spray-applied to create a soft edge between the colors.
When hostilities broke out in September 1939, German fighters were painted in this dark green
defensive camouflage scheme (see profiles Nos. 1 and 2). Very soon however, the combination of
these dark colors were found to be too conspicuous in air-to-air combat. Consequently, the RLM
issued an order in the winter of 1939-40 instructing all single-engined fighter units to limit the dark
upper surface camouflage on aircraft to the extreme plan-view as seen from above. The effect of this
order was that units quite simply extended the Hellblau coloring up the fuselage sides. At the same
time new uppersurface camouflage patterns with contrasting colors emerged. The pattern consisted
of a combination of Color 71 and colors 02 RLM Grau or 70/02 (see profiles Nos. 3, 4 and 5). With
these changes, the German fighter pilots at last had a better and more appropriate offensive camou-
flage that made their aircraft harder to detect in the air.

The Battle of Britain 1940

During the Battle of Britain, new Gray colors emerged. Most, if not all, were mixed at the unit level
from German paints, but it is possible that in some cases they were created from captured stocks of
French paint. A significant change in the fighter camouflage occurred in August 1940. Due to the
long flight over the English Channel and combat over water, the light-colored Hellblau fuselage
sides were found to be too conspicuous. The remedy was to mottle the fuselage sides in a wide
variety of greens and Gray colors. These were often sprayed on resulting in a soft mottled finish,
however in some cases the colors were applied with brushes, rags or sponges (see profiles Nos. 9, 10
and 11).

The Mid-War Period 1941-1944

During this period the Luftwaffe was operational over a vast portion of the globe, from the Arctic
conditions of the North Cape to the deserts of North Africa, over both land and sea. In response to
these tremendously varied climatic conditions and changing operational challenges on men, aircraft
and units, the RLM was forced to provide colors and paints that would meet these demands. Once
the German forces were forced on the defensive on all fronts and eventually lost command of the
skies, concealment on the ground became paramount to the Luftwaffe’s survival. Further, the Allied
bombing offensive was beginning to cripple German industries which was manifested in severe
shortages of raw materials, interrupted transportation networks, declining fuel stocks, loss of techni-
cal personnel and the like. Germany responded to this crisis by ruthlessly streamlining and de-
centralizing weapons production, and reduction, simplification and substitution of manufactured
components and raw materials. Thus, because of these events and responses to them, this period
experienced the greatest changes and variability in the manufacturing and painting of Luftwaffe
aircraft.

On June 24, 1941, two days after the beginning of the Russian campaign, the RLM issued an
order that ratified the new color scheme for fighter aircraft. consisting of an all Gray “offensive”
scheme. The uppersurfaces were painted in two Gray shades, colors 74 and 75. The paint was sprayed
on, creating a soft edge appearance between the ¢olors. All undersurfaces were painted in Color 76,
a light blue-Gray, which extended up the fuselage sides to a point slightly below the fuselage spine.
On the fuselage sides, including the vertical tailplane, a variety of different colors were applied.
These colors varied during the course of the war, but an early and common mix was RLM 02 Grau,
70 Schwarzgriin, and Color 74. These three colors were sprayed as a spotted soft mottle pattern in
roughly equal proportions (see Profiles No. 14, 27 and 72).

The Mediterranean and North African Theatres
At the beginning and throughout the African campaign, many aircraft operating over the Mediterra-
nean and North Africa regions retained their standard European Gray scheme used (see profiles
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Nos. 36, 61 and 62). This camouflage was, of course, quite unsuitable over desert and semi-arid
terrain. Until such time as their own desert paints became available, the Luftwaffe was forced to use
stocks of older Italian camouflage colors for the uppersurface of its aircraft, though undersurfaces
were left in their original light blue 65 or 76 colors (see Profile No. 25).

During the autumn of 1941, the RLM introduced a tropical scheme that consisted of a bright
blue undersurface in Color 78, and uppersurfaces in the colors 79 and 80, a medium brown and dark
green respectively. These latter two colors were similar to the Italian colors, with the greens being
almost indistinguishable used (see profiles Nos. 59 and 64). Color 79 could be applied in two ways,
either over the entire fuselage side surfaces, or, down to roughly the horizontal middle line of the
fuselage used (see Profiles No. 26 and 44). Color 80 was to be applied as a mottle over 79 although
in actual practice this color was seldom. Both colors were on occasion applied in a meandering or
spotted scheme over older pre-existing gray or green European schemes.

In mid-1943 when the German forces where forced back to the Italian mainland, the European
became more and more common and gradually reintroduced as the it matched well with the local
coloration. Furthermore, since the fighter replacements wore the standard Gray-toned upper camou-
flage there was no need to re-paint the aircraft

The Russian Campaign

Aircraft operating on the Russian front initially retained the European scheme of uppersurface Grays.
However, due to the fronts ever changing climate conditions, rapid movement of units between
different climate zones, and the fact that most of the missions where flown at lower altitudes, new
demands were put on the German fighter camouflage. In response, different units started to experi-
ment in the field with new patterns and blends of colors used (see profiles Nos. 20, 21 and 22), and
during the course of the war eventually new camouflage schemes and colors were officially intro-
duced. In addition, different styles of winter camouflage were created, but mainly a wide variation
of green colors emerged, colors, which later in the war were developed into new defensive camou-
flage colors (see profiles Nos. 32, 57 and 100).

The Late War Period 1944-1945
On July 1, 1944 the RLM introduced two new uppersurface colors, 81 and 82. This did not have an
immediate effect on the colors already in use, but an order shortly thereafter on August 15 would.
That order demanded the withdrawal of colors 65, 70, 71 and 74 and mentioned for the first time
new uppersurface paint, Color 83.

Some written descriptions of these three new colors were made during the war but none by the
RLM. In November 1944, the Dornier firm described both the colors 81 and 82 with the single name
of Dunkelgriin (Dark Green). In September 1944 Blohm & Voss described color 81 as Olivbraun
and Color 82 as Hellgriin. Later, in February 1945 Messerschmitt described color 81 as Braunviolett
(Brown-Violet) and color 82 as Hellgriin (Light Green). Unfortunately, there are no contemporary

written color descriptions that include color 83. However, the results of the latest research investiga-
tions reveal that color 81 was dark brown, color 82 a light green and 83 a dark green color (see
profiles Nos. 109, 112 and 120).

To overcome possible shortages of the new colors during the period of their introduction, the
RLM approved the use of older discontinued standard colors with the newer ones. Authorized color
combinations of 70 + 82 and 71 + 81 were ordered. In this context it should be mentioned that the
color combination of 83 and 75 could be regarded as the standard upper camouflage scheme for the
Fw 190 D and most late production Bf 109 G/Ks and Fw 190 As (see Profile No. 124). By combin-
ing these colors the German fighters also received a most effective semi-defensive camouflage
pattern, but these changes make it very difficult for today’s researcher to determine in which colors
a particular aircraft was painted.

Variations in RLM Colors

The most significant problem in the appearance of RLM colors in existing black and white and color
photographs is that they reveal a wide range of different hues for the supposed same color, most
particularly the late-war colors 81/82/83. Surprisingly, research has revealed that the “older” colors
like 70 or 74 also have a wide range of possible hues, and that the RLM several times changed the
specifications for the hue of various colors. Clearly revealed in the 1938 and 1941 editions of the
L.Dv.521/1 color charts are the changes for colors RLM 27 yellow, 65 light blue and 66 Gray-black.
Indeed, spectrographic analysis of nearly a dozen different samples of mainstream colors like 70 or
74 has revealed that no two samples are identical! Sometimes the difference in appearance is clearly
visible; other times the samples look almost identical but differs in their analysis profiles.

The consequence of this is obvious: It is impossible to recreate an exact, scientifically verifi-
able copy of the RLM color paint. It is only possible to recreate an example of the RLM-color that
closely approximates the original hue. This begs the question: What was the cause of these observed
color variations of the same RLM color? The answer is a simple one. The variations were due to the
production process of the lacquers. The different production processes of each manufacturer and the
raw materials available to them caused the different appearances of the same RLM color.

Finally, the observed late-war underside green-Gray and blue-Gray camouflage colors, collec-
tively misidentified as “RLM 84", represent the best attempts of different lacquer manufacturers to
produce a paint matching the appearance of RLM color 76 and thus are not new colors (see profiles
Nos. 111, 118 and 121). It is important to note that no late-war documents, including the likely last
one published for the He 162, dated 28 February 1945, indicate the use of an undersurface color
other than the standard 76. Also, there is no evidence to support the hypothesis that these new hues
were trial paints of future RLM colors introduced during the last months of the war. Therefore, the
RLM undoubtedly did not issue any new colors because by of the end of the war conditions were
such that the German industry was simply incapable of producing them.



Profile colors
The following are the colors used on all of the profiles — please note that all colors have been
significantly lightened in order to give the aircraft profiles an accurate scale effect camouflage.
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In black and white, the same colors appear as follows:
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MARKINGS

National markings

When the war broke out in September 1939, the national markings of the German fighter aircraft
were made up of Balkenkreuz (Girder Cross) and Hakenkreuz (Swastika). The first mentioned had a
thin white outline of the cross with an additional black outline and was painted on both sides of the
fuselage and on the upper and lower wing surfaces. The last mentioned was positioned on the center
of the upper vertical fin area and painted in black and white, with a thin black outline. During late
1939 and early 1940, a modification of the national insignia was introduced by widening the thin
white outline of all Balkenkreuze except those positioned on the upper wing surfaces. At the same
time, the Nazi symbol Hakenkreuz was repositioned to the forward part of the fin.

In 1942, simplified versions of both the Balkenkreuz and the Hakenkreuz were introduced,
whereby the outer thin black border line was dropped altogether. But the earlier used crosses and
swastikas were common as late as 1944, though exclusively on Fw 190 A aircraft! During 1942,
another simplified cross was introduced. This time, the black cross disappeared completely, leaving
only the white contours of the cross, painted on a contrasting camouflage color. These re-paintings
were made after a larger overhaul or respray at depots or on unit level.

In order to save further time and toil, this type of cross and a simplified Hakenkreuz without its
white outline were introduced on plant level during 1943. The simplified crosses were first and
foremost applied to the fuselage sides and the upper surface of the wings, but not uncommonly even
on the under surface of the wings. They were made in either black or white, depending on the
surrounding camouflage color. However, in some cases the older type of black cross was kept on the
under surface of the wings, still without the white outline.

Towards the end of the war, the sizes of the crosses and swastikas were reduced in order to
attract less attention.

Recognitions and Theatrical markings
Due to the continued war on new theaters of operations, the Luftwaffe had to introduce new theatri-
cal markings on its aircraft from 1941 on.

Certain parts of the aircraft were painted in a specific theatre-color as a recognition signal both
from the ground and in the air. The parts chosen for these recognition paintings were mainly spin-
ners, (a belt around) the stern part of the fuselage, rudders and wing tips. During the campaigns in
North Africa and the Mediterranean, including Italy, white color was used, whereas it was yellow on
the Eastern Front. Certain differences existed between the different operational areas, e.g. a white
belt around the cowling just behind the spinner was used in North Africa, while the yellow belt
usually was wrapped around the fuselage (partly hidden under the cross) on the Eastern Front. Apart
from these differences, practice varied, often depending on which unit the aircraft belonged to,
which is also clearly shown on the profiles in this book.

During the fall of 1943, the units belonging to the Reichsverteidigung (Home Defense) applied
white on rudders or even on the whole vertical tail surfaces in order to identify the aircraft of a unit
leader. However, this practice was soon abandoned and replaced by new additional recognition

markings. These markings, a series of one-color fuselage bands painted on the rear fuselages, were
introduced to the Home defense units late 1943: e.g. red for JG 1, white for JG 3, yellow for JG 11
and green for JG 27. During 1944 and 1945, each Jagdgeschwader in the Luftwaffe was allotted an
individual single or two to three rows of colors for their fuselage bands: e.g. yellow-white-yellow
for JG 2. black-and-white for JG 26 and all-black for JG 53. But in reality this was never fully
applied, especially by units fighting on the eastern front.

The yellow underside engine cowling

The ever increasing and furious aerial combats over the British Isles in the summer of 1940 called
for instant recognition in the air. During this period, the German fighters started to assume large
areas of yellow distemper. The application could be found on wingtips, tailplane-tips and spinners,
but the most common practice was to paint the engine cowling and rudders in yellow.

This practice of painting recognition markings, covering the whole of the engine cowling as
well as the rudder, continued until new regulations appeared in the summer of 1941. It was soon
realized that an all-yellow engine cowling was too conspicuous and a revision was called upon,
which led to only the underside of the engine cowling and the rudder being painted yellow.

The painting of the underside of the engine cowling was made at depot and unit level, but there
are evidence on hand that it was in fact also undertaken at the different aircraft plants. It should be
noted that this regulation was followed with German perseverance: the yellow underside of the
engine cowling characterized the appearance of German single-engined day-fighter aircraft on all
fronts until the beginning of 1945.

Following the disastrous German fighter attack on the air bases on the Western Front on New
Year’s Eve 1945, the yellow color of the underside gradually disappeared. There is some evidence
(e.g. recent findings of shot down aircraft from this period) that some units painted over the yellow
underside cowling with color 76 Weissblau. The picture is further complicated by the fact that the
yellow underside of the engine cowling in some cases was replaced with a yellow band around the
cowling just behind the spinner. This practice could be verified by several well known photos taken
of Bf 109s from I1./JG 52 and J.Gr. 101 at the Neubiberg air base after the war.

Individual numerals and unit markings

Each German day-fighter aircraft was to be identified by a colored numeral or staff symbol in front
of the cross on the fuselage side. This identification code together with a roundlet, a wavy line or a
bar indicated to which Gruppe the individual aircraft belonged. This practice was exclusively used
among the day-fighter units.

Early in the war, the absence of any marking behind the cross on the fuselage side indicated
Gruppe No. 1, a horizontal bar indicated Gruppe No. II, and a wavy line or a vertical bar, Gruppe
No. IIL. Later in the war, as several Jagdgeschwader were expanded by a fourth Gruppe, only the
vertical bar came to indicate Gruppe No. II1, while the roundlet or the wavy line became the symbol
for Gruppe No. IV.




The color of the individual markings of the aircraft displayed the Sraffel to which the aircraft
longed. There was no total standard for this practice. Still, even if some variations existed be-
cen different units, the most common color system was the following:

- White (normally black trim) for the first Staffel within a Gruppe.*

- Red or black (red normally black trim and black normally white trim) for the second Staffel.
- Yellow or brown (black or white trim) for the third Staffel.

Where there was a fourth Szaffel in each Gruppe, this was given the call-code color blue.
Finally, the green color was normally reserved for the Stabsstaffel of the Gruppe and the
Geschwader.

Staffelkapitéiine quite commonly flew the No. 1 aircraft, although this practice was more or less
abandoned during the course of war.

ie Staff Flight aircraft usually did not carry a number, but a symbol. The staff symbols mentioned
ove also differed from Geschwader to Geschwader. They consisted of different combinations of
rs, chevrons and roundlets, normally black with a thin white outline. One common practice was to
licate the aircraft flown by a Gruppenkommandeur with a double chevron (Doppelwinkel), whereas
single chevron indicated the aircraft flown by the Gruppenadjutant (aide-de camp). In the
eschwaderstab, a single chevron followed by a vertical bar often indicated Geschwaderadjutant,
't could also indicate the Geschwaderkommodore's aircraft.

Since the normal outfit was three Staffeln in each Gruppe, and a Geschwader consisted of three
ruppen with a total of nine Staffeln (numbered 1-9), the “first Staffel within a Gruppe™ conse-
iently implies the Sraffeln Nos. 1, 4 and 7 in a certain Geschwader.

nit insignias

the beginning of the war, most German fighter aircraft carried certain unit insignias, either the
signia of the Geschwader, the Gruppe or the Staffel, or a combination of two or even all three.
hese unit crests would be painted mainly on the engine cowlings or under the cockpit, but early in
1€ war they even appeared on the rear fuselage. As early as 1940, these badges started to be re-
1oved. The reason for this, and the official banning in 1945 of painting unit insignias on combat
reraft, mainly was intelligence reasons, but the simple fact that time on the combat units became
1ore and more expensive also played a rule.

Another way of identifying the aircraft of the same unit was to paint the noses of the aircraft in
¢ same way. One interesting example is L/JG 1 of the Home Defense, whose Fw 190s originally
irried white/black, yellow/black or red/black combination of checker-board cowlings. However,
ll_en the Thunderbolts of U.S. 78th Fighter Group, carrying the same checker-board painting on

Nieir cowlings, started to appear over the Low Countries and north-western Germany (the opera-
‘onal area of 1/JG 1) during spring and summer in 1943, the German pilots had to have their

checker-board markings over-painted — as the German AA crews very quickly learned to identify
“the checker-board noses™ as enemies to be shot at!

Individual markings

Normally (especially during the early years of the war), the fighter pilots enjoyed the luxury of
disposing over individual aircraft. Through this, the pilots and his ground crew had an inclination
for decorating their aircraft with their personal “crate”, which often resembles to modern “tags” in
graffiti. These personal marks, common in most air forces with the practice of aircraft marked for
individual pilots, could be anything, such as a name “tag”, cartoon figures, etc. This practise also
faded away towards the end of the war, partly due to the same reason as mentioned above (the ban
against unit insignias), but also because it became less and less common with a personal aircraft
reserved for each pilot.

Kill markings
The well-known German “kill bars” (Abschussbalken) painted on the fighter aircraft started to emerge
early during the Polish campaign in 1939. These bars were painted on the tailplane. In the begin-
ning, it was only a question of simple bars, without any given specification such as national insignia
or date. But already in 1940, the Abschussbalken started to be supplemented with small national
insignias and dates. At the same time, the kill markings were repositioned to the rudder area: a
practice that would remain unchanged for the rest of the war. As the number of victories achieved by
some individuals grew higher, certain aces “started all over again” with the victory bars, having
received a certain decoration for a certain number of victories: e.g. having been decorated with the
Swords to the Knight's Cross with Oak Leaves after achieving his 69th victory in June, 1941, Adolf
Galland had the number “69™ and a laurel wreath painted on top of the rudder of his Bf 109F. His
70th victory was then indicated by a first kill bar, etc.

Both superiors and the Nazi propaganda machine encouraged the practice of painting kill bars
on the rudders. Pictures of this after all rather cynical way of bookkeeping kills, were frequently
published in German papers and youth magazines during the war. (The use of kill markings in one



way or another was, nevertheless, common practice in most air forces. The most conspicuous form
was used by the U.S. fighter pilots.)

As the fate of war eventually turned against Germany, the use of Abschussbalken became less
and less frequent. The Allied counterparts were well aware of the meaning of Abschussbalken, and
once the Mustangs, the Thunderbolts and the Spitfires had gained air superiority in the skies over
Germany, the Allies fighter pilots started hunting the German Experten with great eager, identifying
them by the rows of Abschussbalken. The removal of these bars soon became nothing less than a
matter of self-preservation.

The making of a Profile

The aim of this work has been to create color profiles supplemented with facts as accurate as pos-
sible. Of course, this has been a laborious work. I shall only mention some difficulties and sources
of mistakes, which encounters anyone who starts such a project.

One of the main problems is finding a complete photo documentation, displaying a whole
aircraft or as large part of an aircraft as possible. Quite commonly, you find yourself restricted to
parts of a fuselage; when that’s all documentation at your disposal, you may commit lots of errors
trying to make a complete color profile.

Once you have found an interesting aircraft, you face next problem: To identify the exact
aircraft as an aircraft flown by an ace, when and where the photo where taken and so forth. Of
course, an ocean of literature on this subject exists, but at large extent this literature has proven to be
rather deficient.

To choose colors
The first task in the making of a profile is to settle the different black-and-white nuances in the
original photo prints, in order to apply the correct colors of the camouflage and markings.

When it comes to this, one has to considerate purely photo-technical matters, such as how the
exposure was executed when the picture was shot. The photos may be right exposed, over-exposed
or under-exposed, which may be quite decisive for the judgment of the true original colors, later
used in the making of the color profile. Furthermore, the profile-maker must take into consideration
the light when the picture was shot — the sharp difference between an object in sunlight and a
shadowed object is obvious.

Another source of trouble for the profile-maker is the melancholic fact that the most commonly
used type of photographic film during World War II, is the Orthochromatic film, where the nuances
of the pictures continuously change. Light nuances such as yellow are today, after 60 years, appre-
hended as dark gray or even black on the copies. This kind of problem also is applicable on the
relatively few color prints which exist from this period, since color films of different manufacturers
have different durability, and the colors of these films simply blur with the years. But naturally,
color prints are of far greater use, although rather rare. A further important factor is that the original
camouflage of the aircraft naturally grew paler with time.

Artwork

First of all it should be mentioned that all color profiles in this book are made in the scale 1:42, a size
decided by the final size of the book and the demand of space put up by the aircraft with the longest
fuselage, the Ta 152.

In order to make an aircraft profile of high quality, it is essential to have full line drawings of
profiles available. Many profiles produced earlier are simply not quite proportional. Once this de-
mand is fulfilled, the coloring starts.

Regarding artwork, the author started by making all the different colors used by the German
Fighter Air Arm during World War II. Since all 124 profiles are made in a digital environment with
the help of a Macintosh computer with Adobe Photoshop software, all this time-consuming adjust-
ment-work is made on screen until a satisfactory result is achieved.

When it comes to the making of the profile, these colors have to be lightened by several de-
grees, taking the scale-effect into consideration.

The exact way of making these profiles will remain the illustrator’s little secret, furthermore, it
is too complicated to be described here and now. What can be said, is that the process used re-
sembles to the older airbrush technique using masks, masking the color surfaces about to be colored.

As the illustrator I would like to point out that I have chosen to present all profiles exactly in the
same condition as the original aircraft where in when the picture the profile is based on was taken.

Common questions

Since my first profile book was published in 1997, I've been contacted by and have corresponded
with thousands of fellow enthusiasts around the world. And since they have asked me a number of
questions during those years I though it could be interesting for the reader to know what I've had
replied to some of their most common questions, which are as follows:

* Why I don’t display my profiles from all sides: upper, lower, left and right hand side.
* Why I don’t add landing gear or props to my profiles.
* Why I have a pilot figure in the cockpit.

My answer to all those enthusiasts is that if we as profile artists would like to keep the speculations
down to a minimum, any display of upper, lower, left and right hand sides is impossible to make.
That’s because there are no (or very few indeed) Luftwaffe aircraft photographed and documented
from all those directions. Furthermore, my personal “artistic” belief is that an aircraft should be
portrayed flying and that landing gears and props simply spoil the sleek lines of a fighter. In addition
to this, when meeting with Luftwaffe fighter pilots veterans, their most frequent comment is that a
flying fighter without its pilot figure in the cockpit looks ridiculous, something I myself of course
am inclined to agree upon. I would like to mention that not two of the pilot figures displayed are
identical, and that they all help to illustrate the development of the Luftwaffe’s pilot equipment.
However, since I try to accommodate all enthusiasts out there, I'll choose to portray some of my
profiles with propeller blades and landing gears.



1. Bf 109 E-1

Flown by Oberleufnant Eduard Neumann, 8./JG 26, Werl/Germany, September
1939.

“Edu” Neumann drew his first blood as a fighter pilot during the Spanish Civil War, where he shot
down an [-153 on September 4, 1937 and an 1-16 on June 11, 1938. On September 23, 1939, he was
assigned Staffelkapitin of 8./JG 26 on the Western Front. After serving as Geschwaderadjutant in
JG 27 for four months — whereby he achieved his first three victories in World War 11 — Hauptmann
Neumann assumed command of 1./JG 27 in July 1940. His first victory with I/JG 27 was achieved
over the English Channel on July 20, 1940 against an RAF Blenheim I (L 1300) of 236 Squadron,
with the crew Sergeants E.E. Lockton and H. Corcoran. By the end of the Battle of Britain, Neumann
had achieved a total of nine confirmed victories. In April 1941, 1./JG 27 arrived to Libya as the first
Luftwaffe fighter unit in North Africa. It was under Neumann's command that the ace Hans-Joachim
Marseille rose to fame. On June 8, 1942, Neumann became the Geschwaderkommodore of 1G 27,
which by that time had all three Gruppen based in North Africa. He commanded JG 27 until April
1943, and then served in various senior command positions, including Jafii Romania in early 1944.
Eduard Neumann’s final score was thirteen confirmed victories.

2. Bf 109 E-3
Flown by Unferoffizier Heinz Bar, 1./JG 51, Speyer/Germany, September 25, 1939,

On September 25, 1939, six 1./JG 51 pilots were involved in their first air combat, with six French
Curtiss Hawk 75 fighters The first airkill of JG 51 was scored by Hauptmann Douglas Pitcairn, the
Staffelkapitin of 1./1G 51, at 1230 hours. A few minutes later. Unteroffizier Heinz Bér brought
down a second French plane. Four days later, the two successful German pilots were awarded with
the Iron Crosses of the Second class. After the Battle of Britain. the seventeen victories on Bir’s
killboard rendered him the place as the second most successful pilot in I./JG 51. The colorful Heinz
Bir was a most gifted but also rather non-militaric fighter pilot. He earned his nickname “Pritzl” due
to his fondness of Pritzl candy bars. Biir started his fighter pilot career as an Unteroffizier in 1939,
and ended the war as an Oberstleutnant with Adolf Galland’s jet fighter unit JV 44. Significant to
Biir’s character is a meeting that he had with the commander in chief of the Luftwatfe, Reichsmarschall
Hermann Goring, in late 1940. Goring was informed that Bir recently had survived being shot down
in the English Channel. As Goring asked if it had been a tough experience, Bir replied: “No, sir, |
kept reminding myself that Herr Reichsmarschall had said that the English Channel no longer is a
channel!”
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3. Bf 109 D-1

Flown by Oberleufnant Johannes Steinhoff, 10./(NJJJG 26, Bonn-Hangelar/Ger-
many, December 1939.

Johannes “Micki” Steinhoff started his military career in the German Navy in the mid-1930s. Be-
tween 1936 and 1938, he served as a fighter pilot with 1./136, thereafter in the position as Staffelkapitéiin
of the experimental night fighter Staffel 1.(N)/LG 1 prior to the war. Later, this Staffel — equipped
with obsolescent Bf 109 D and Arado Ar 68 fighters — was redesignated into 10.(N)/JG 26. The task
assigned to Steinhoff and his pilots was to operate in areas illuminated by searchlights in support of
the AAA. But due to a lack of radar guidance and even without any ground control support, this unit
was unable to achieve any success against the irregular nocturnal intrusions by French and British
bombers over western Germany. Steinhoff’s two first victories were achieved against RAF Wellingtons
during the British air raid against Helgoland on December 18, 1939. In late December 1939, 10.(N)/
JG 26 was incorporated into the new IV.(N)/JG 2. On February 1, 1940, Steinhoff was posted to JG
52, where he assumed command of the 4. Staffel. He was credited with eight kills during the Battle
of Britain, and during the invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941, Steinhoff developed into the most
successful pilot of IL/JG 52. On August 25-29, 1941 he brought home seven victories, reaching a
total of thirty-five — for which he was awarded with the Knight’s Cross. In February 1942, when the
Gruppenkommandeur Hauptmann Erich Woitke was relieved from his command, Steinhoff took
charge of I1./JG 52. From then on, he would achieve an impressive victory string over the southern
combat zone of the Eastern Front.

4. Bf 109 E-3
Flown by Unferoffizier Hugo Dahmer, 4./JG 26, Dortmund/Germany, February 1940,

Hugo Dahmer belonged to the most successful NCOs of the German fighter air arm during the early
stage of the war, and this resulted in repeated friction with his superiors. He scored his first victory
as an Unteroffizier with 6./JG 26 on May 16, 1940, and on June 6, 1940 he reached a total of five
kills by bagging two RAF 43 Squadron Hurricanes over Dieppe/France. Shortly afterward, the
Luftwaffe’s C-in-C arrived to inspect the Staffel, and Goring was amused to find that an Unteroffizier
was more successful in terms of victories than several of the officers — including the Staffelkapitiin,
Oberleutnant Walter Schneider, who could only file two victories. On February 1, 1941, when Dahmer
had amassed a total of 12 victories (still more than his Staffelkapitiin), the Geschwaderkommodore
of JG 26, Oberstleutnant Adolf Galland, had him transferred to 1./JG 77 in Norway. When the war
against the Soviet Union opened in June 1941, Dahmer flew against the Soviets in the Murmansk
area, in the Far North, with considerable success. He developed the so-called Sauhaufen (“higgledy-
piggledy”) tactic against Soviet bombers — German fighters attacking Soviet bomber formations
from all directions, at irregular intervals, thus creating confusion and chaos among the bomber
crews. In this way he brought down 25 Soviet aircraft in s short space of time. On August 1, 1941, he
became the first pilot in the Far North to be awarded with the Knight’s Cross. In early 1942 he
returned to the English Channel, first with JG 26, later with III/JG 2, where he developed to
Staffelkapitin. Dahmer carried out his last combat sortie on October 10, 1943, when he was shot
down by Spitfires in the Rouen area and was severely injured. (Quite extraordinary, there are no
RAF or USAAF claims in that area on that date.) Hugo Dahmer carried out a total of 307 combat
sorties and was credited with 57 victories. Dahmer is still alive.
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5. Bf 109 E-1

Flown by Oberfeldwebel Kurt Ubben, 6. (J)/JG 186, Wangerooge/Germany, late
March 1940.

In late 1937, an aircraft carrier aviation Gruppe, Tréigergruppe 184, was formed within the frame-
work of the German program for the carrier Graf Zeppelin. In late 1938, the Trigerjagdstaffel 4./
136 was renumbered into 6.(1)/186. Among the first pilots in the new 6./186 was Feldwebel Kurt
Ubben. Early on September 1, 1939, 6./186 carried out its first wartime mission, to cover the cruiser
Schleswig Holstein that fired some of the first shells against Westerplatte in the war against Poland.
During the winter of 1939/1940, the Staffel was tasked to provide the German Bight with air cover
against RAF bombing intrusions. In May 1940, it participated in the invasion of the Netherlands,
and Oberfeldwebel Kurt Ubben scored his first victory — against a Fokker D-XXI - on May 10. In
July 1940, when Hitler had disbanded the carrier programme, 6.(J)/186 was renumbered 9./JG 77.
“Kuddel” Ubben took part in the Battle of Britain as Staffelkapitin 8./JG 77. Carrying out fighter-
bomber missions against British shipping in the Aegean Sea in the spring of 1941, he scored a hit on
the battleship Warspite on May 22. During the invasion of the Soviet Union, 8./JG 77 was assigned
to the southern sector, and Ubben was assigned to command I11./JG 77 from September 1941, al-
though he only held the rank of an Oberleutnant by that time. On October 2. 1941, he scored his
fortieth victory against a MiG-3.

6. Bf 109 E-4
Flown by Oberleutnant Josef Priller, 6./JG 51, Dinant/France, May 28, 1940.

Josef Priller was both a deadly skillful fighter pilot, and a gifted accordion player who amused his
comrades with music between the combat missions. From October 1939 he was assigned as
Staffelkapitdn of the new 6./1G 51 on the Western Front. During the air fighting over Dunkirk on
May 28, 1940, Priller scored his two first victories against a Spitfire and a Hurricane over Dunkirk.
During the Battle of Britain, he soon emerged into one of the most successful fighter pilots of JG 51.
Following his twentieth victory Priller became the fourth member of the Geschwader, on October
19, 1940, to be awarded with the Knight’s Cross. On November 20, 1940, the Geschwaderkommodore
of JG 26 Schlageter, Oberstleutnant Adolf Galland, used his influence in the RLM to have Priller
posted to JG 26 to assume command of the 1. Staffel. Priller’s first victory with JG 26 was attained
on June 16, 1941, when he led his Staffel in an attack against six RAF Coastal Command Blenheims.
Two of the bombers were shot down — one by Priller — and a third was badly damaged. From then
on, Priller achieved an amazing victory row against the RAF intrusions over northern France. On
July 7. 1941, he defeated the famous RAF ace Group Commander Harry Broadhurst (fifteen victo-
ries) in a dogfight near Dunkirk. Broadhurst nevertheless was able to return his badly crippled
Spitfire to England. One week later, Priller pounced on a formation of RAF 72 Squadron Spitfires
from above and rapidly shot down one — his fortieth victory. The British pilot bailed out and was
captured. He later told the Germans that he had not even seen his attacker. On July 20, 1941, Priller
was awarded with the Oak Leaves.
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7. Bf 109 E-4
Flown by Hauptmann Gunther Litzow, Stab |./JG 3, Berneuil/France, June 6, 1940.

“Franz|” Liitzow was the son of a famous military family and became known as one of the leading
personalities of the Jagdwaffe. Like his friend Werner Mélders, Liitzow always took great care in
the men under his command, and although he advanced to high command positions, he remained
firm against Goring’s accusations against the fighter pilots. Just as in the case with Mdlders, Liitzow
grew increasingly concerned over the policy of the Third Reich. In the summer of 1942, he publicly
humiliated two SD servicemen who had asked him to assign men from his JG 3 to executions of
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Jews. Before that, Liitzow also was one of the most famous Luftwaffe fighter pilots. and on October g A m* o F'%
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24, 1941, he was the second fighter pilot to surpass the 100-victory-mark. But he also grew con-
cerned over the irrational “pure victory-hunting mentality” of the Jagdwaffe, and he urged his pilots
to stop “flying for fun and seeing who can shoot down the most enemy aircraft.” Liitzow told them:
“The position of Germany is more than critical in every respect and the position of the air force is
catastrophic. Every machine, every drop of gas, every hour’s flying is irreplaceable. The easy ground
life we are leading is irresponsible; in the air even more so. Every shot must go to assist the infantry,
if there is no target for it in the air. Every available bomber must be usefully employed at all times.”
Having led [./JG 3 with success, he was appointed Geschwaderkommodore JG 3 in August 1940.
Two years later, he left JG 3 to serve in various staff positions. At the end of the war, he served with
Galland's Me 262-equipped JV 44, and on April 24, 1945, he failed to return from a combat sortie.
Giinther Liitzow was credited with a total of 103 victories in World War II, plus five in the Spanish
Civil War.

8. Bf 109 E-4
Flown by Mgjor Adolf Galland, Stab IIl./JJG 26, Audembert/France, August 1940.

The colorful Adolf Galland probably is the best known pilot of the Luftwaffe. Born on March 19,
1912 in Westfalia, Galland struggled with both his unwilling father and the Luftwaffe bureaucracy
to become a fighter pilot. When he received his “wings™ he was, to his disappointment, posted to a
ground-attack aviation unit. Galland took part in the Spanish Civil War, where he carried out 300
daring low-level attacks, and flew an Hs 123 biplane against ground targets during the war with
Poland. In 1940 he finally made it to a fighter unit, and there he soon proved to have a great talent in
fighter combats. His name will forever be associated with the Battle of Britain, where he led JG 26
“Schlageter.” During the Battle of Britain, Galland gave proof of both immense flying skills and
high ambitions for achieving personal victories. He described himself as “World War II's von
Richthofen,” and not without reason. In August 1940, ten RAF fighters fell before his guns, fol-
lowed by another fifteen during the following month. He was awarded with the Knight's Cross on
August 1, 1940, and the Oak Leaves less than two months later. On June 21, 1941, Galland became
the first man to be awarded with Hitler’s new highest military award, the Swords to the Knight’s
Cross with Oak Leaves. By that time he had achieved 69 victories. During the following five months,
Galland carried out about ninety sorties over the English Channel, adding another twenty-seven
victories to his killboard. On November 18, 1941, he achieved his ninety-fourth and last victory
with JG 26 — a claim that nevertheless can not be substantiated through RAF records. Shortly after-
wards Galland was appointed successor of the late Werner Mélders as Inspector of the Fighter Air
Arm. At the end of the war, he led the Me 262-equipped JV 44. His total victory score reached 104.
Adolf Galland passed away on February 9, 1996.
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9.Bf 109 E-4
Flown by Oberleutnant Wemer Machold, 9./JG 2, France, September 1940.

The outbreak of World War II saw Werner Machold as an NCO pilot with 1./JG 2 Richthofen. Born
on July 29, 1911, Werner Machold was among the oldest of the first fighter aces of the Luftwaffe.
However, his Gruppenkommandeur, Hauptmann Erich Mix, was a veteran pilot from World War I
who in 1940 was in his forties. But the 13 victories achieved by Mix in a two-month period is a clear
evidence that he was still going strong. Mix soon noticed the talent of Oberfeldwebel Machold and
placed him in the position of a section leader. On May 14, 1940, when JG 2 achieved twenty victo-
ries, Oberfeldwebel Werner Machold achieved his first two kills against French M.S. 406 fighters.
Five days later, he shot down an RAF Hurricane, and brought home two victories each on May 20
and May 21, 1940. His eighth victory was scored against a Spitfire over Calais on May 26, 1940. His
ninth and tenth were achieved against a Morane and a Bloch 150 on June 3, 1940. During the
subsequent Battle of Britain, Machold rose to become one of the most notable German aces. He
knocked down three Hurricanes in a row on August 30, 1940. Three days later he repeated the same
feat, only this time against three Spitfires. Having achieved 20 victories, all but six against RAF
Spitfires and Hurricanes, Machold was awarded with the Knight's Cross on September 5. 1940.
Later, Machold was promoted to Oberleutnant and put in charge of 7./JG 2. Machold’s last two
victories were attained against RAF Spitfires over the English Channel on May 19, 1941. During a
low-level attack against a British convoy in the English Channel on June 6, 1941, Machold’s Bf 109
received a hit in the radiator, and the pilot had no other option but to belly-land on the British
southern coast. The victor in 32 aerial combats would spend the remainder of the war in a POW
camp.

10. Bf 109 E-4

Flown by Hauptmann Wilhelm Baithasar, Stab lll./JG 3, Desvres/France, Septemiber 27,
1940.

Wilhelm Balthasar drew his first blood with J.88 in the Spanish Civil War, where he was credited with
seven kills. At the outbreak of World War II he served as Staffelkapitin of 1./JG 1 (later 7./1G 27) and
would soon prove to be one of the most talented fighter pilots of the Luftwaffe, placing himself in second
place after Werner Molders. During the Battle of France in May-June 1940, Balthasar took a heavy toll of
the Armée de 1-Air. On May 11, he claimed four victories in two separate combats: First three Gladiators of
Belgian Military Aviation’s 1st Escadrille, I Group/2d Regiment (1/1/2) at Maastricht at around 1700 hours:
then a French M.S. 406, possibly piloted by Adjutant Leclercq of GC II/6, west of Maastricht at 1951
hours. Another five victories followed on June 5, and the next day Balthasar contributed with four to the
day’s total of twenty-seven victories by JG 27. In total, Balthasar scored twenty-three kills during the
Battle of France. He almost shot down twenty-four — but narrowly escaped shooting down Adolf Galland
by mistake only through Galland’s excited radio call. On September 1, 1940, he was appointed
Gruppenkommandeur of 11./JG 3. Four days later he claimed a Spitfire of 222 Squadron but was himself
hit and injured by another aircraft from the same squadron. Five months later, Balthasar returned to opera-
tional duty as Geschwaderkommodore of JG 2 Richthofen. During a series of intense air fighting over
northern France on June 22, 1941 through June 27, 1941, he shot down nine RAF aircraft. Balthasar was
killed during an aerial combat with Spitfires of RAF Northolt Wing near Aire on July 3, 1941. Two pilots
of RAF Northolt Wing each claimed a Bf 109 during that engagement — Wing Commander Johnny Kent
and Polish Pilot Officer Boleslav Drobinski of 303 Squadron. Wilhelm Balthasar achieved a total of 47
victories (seven in Spain) and was awarded with the Knight Cross with Oak Leaves.
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11. Bf 109 E-4/B
Flown by Oberleutnant Hans-Ekkehard Bob, 7./JG 54, Guines/France, September 30, 1940.

One of the main disadvantages to the Luftwaffe during the Battle of Britain was the limited operational range of
the Bf 109. The single-engine Messerschmitt fighter was originally designed as a local interceptor
(Objektschutzjiger). Normally, the Bf 109 could not carry out combat missions further than the British capital.
This is one of the main reasons to the German failure in the air offensive against the British Isles. Increasing
losses among the bombers flying against London compelled the commanders of the fighter units to carry out
hazardous long escort missions. Frequently, the Bf 109s returned to France with the last drops of fuel. The return
flight to France, with the red warning lamp glowing, put a heavy pressure on the German fighter pilots. On one
occasion. the entire 11L/JG 54 became disorientated during a return flight. Pilot after pilot reported: “My red
lamp is glowing!” And still no land in sight. The contours of the French coast appeared in the haze. Oberleutnant
Hans-Ekkehard Bob couldn’t resist switching on the transmission button and to joyfully exclaim: “Cape Horn
ahead!” The Geschwaderkommodore threatened the “joker” with heavy punishment for disobeying radio disci-
pline. Only after the war did Bob dare to confess the identity of the joker to Trautloft. Shortly afterward, one-
third of all Bf 109s in the Jugdgeschwader on the English Channel were assigned to carry out fighter-bomber
missions against the British Isles. There were no bombsights available, nor did there exist any methods for
dropping bombs from Bf 109s. Everything had to be improvised. Oberleutnant Bob set out to test bomb drop-
ping against a small, almost deserted coastal strip at Dungeness. There, Bob and his pilots carried out one test
bombing after another, learning in which angle and at what speed the bombs had to be dropped in order to
achieve greatest precision. Many years after the war, when Bob was invited to participate in RAFs fiftieth
anniversary in England, a former pilot from Fighter Command approached him and said: “What I can’t under-
stand is why you Germans dropped so many bombs at Dungeness. There was absolutely nothing there!”

12. Bf 109 E-4
Flown by Oberleutnant Friedrich-Karl Muller, Stab 1Il./JG 53, Etaples/France, October 1940.

October 1940 was an inglorious month to the Luftwaffe. It was obvious that the momentum of the air offensive
against the United Kingdom had been lost. JG 53 recorded a total of twenty-five victories against sixteen com-
bat losses during the month. By that time, Friedrich-Karl Miiller served as a relatively anonymous Oberleutnant
with TIL/JG 53. He managed to achieve a total of eleven victories between May 1940 and May 1941. Not even
the air fighting against obsolete Soviet aircraft in the summer of 1941 brought Miiller any remarkable success.
Until May 1942, he had carried out more than 300 combat sorties and was credited with 25 victories. It was not
until the Battle of Stalingrad in late summer and fall of 1942 that Miiller, now serving as Staffelkapitiin 1./JG 53,
broke the spell. By that time, the Soviet Air Force had replaced its old 1-16s, I-153s, and SBs for more modern
aircraft, but the shortened pilot training — an imperative measure to keep in pace with the immense losses in
1941 — rendered most Soviet airmen helpless against the experienced Luftwaffe veterans. Miiller scored 25
victories through August 1942. But his most successful month was September 1942, when 35 Soviet aircraft fell
before his guns. 1/JG 53 was credited with no less than 918 victories during the summer and early fall of 1942.
Thus, against Miiller’s record claim of six II-2s shot down on September 9, 1942, Soviet statistics only confirm
the loss of three. Approximately five hundred aircraft actually shot down by a single Jagdgruppe in only four
months may still be regarded as a splendid performance — although it also lost twenty-six pilots in the course. In
April 1944, Miiller was appointed Geschwaderkommaodore of JG 3 in the Home Defense. but was killed on May
29, 1944, in a landing accident at Salzwedel. Friedrich-Karl Miiller’s final score was 140 victories.
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13. Bf 109 E-4
Flown by Oberleutnant Egon Troha, 9./JG 3, Desvres/France, October 29, 1940.

Egon Troha was born in Croatia, by then a part of Austria, on March 1, 1916, as the second eldest
child of an Officer of the Kaiser’s Army. He started his pilot training in Austria, and was included
into the Luftwaffe after the Anschluss of Austria to Germany in 1938. On the very same day as the
war broke out, Troha was posted to 1./JG 26 with the rank of a Leutnant. Two weeks later he was
shifted to the new 7./JG 26. On February 25, 1940, he was again posted to a new unit, this time to
111./JG 3, where he was assigned as Gruppenadjutant. Troha achieved his first victory on May 10,
1940, when he bounced a formation of seven Dutch Fokker G-1s and shot down the aircraft piloted
by Lieutenant J. Van der Jagt. His second victory, an RAF Blenheim, fell before his guns on June 8,
1940. From July 1940, he flew over the English Channel, shooting down a Spitfire each on August
26, 1940 (possibly of 610 RAF Squadron) and August 30, 1940. His fifth and last victory was
achieved on October 26, 1940, when he destroyed a Hurricane — probably piloted by 229 Squadron’s
Pilot Officer G.M. Simpson, who was attacking a He 59 air-sea-rescue aircraft. Simpson was killed.
At 1715 hours on October 29, 1940, Troha was shot down by Pilot Officer George Marland. flying
an RAF 222 Squadron Spitfire. Troha belly-landed at the West Court farm close to Boothen cross
road near Shepherdswell and was immediately captured by angry British farm workers armed with
flails and scythes. Troha was transported to a POW camp in Canada, and during a riot in the camp,
he was severely wounded and lost one eye. This allowed Troha to benefit from a prison exchange,
and on September 13, 1944, he boarded the Swedish luxury liner Gripsholm in New York, which
arrived ten days later at Gothenburg/Sweden. He returned to Germany and ended the war as a fighter
pilot trainer for former bomber pilots in JG 108.

14. Bf 109 E-4

Flown by Oberleufnant Joachim Mincheberg, 7./JG 26, Chaffiers/France, No-
vember 14, 1940,

“Jochen™ Miincheberg was described as “one of the great figures of the Luftwaffe” by JG 27°s
“Edu” Neumann. Born on December 31, 1918, he was posted to IIL./JG 132 Schlageter (later IIL/JG
26) as an Oberfihnrich in 1938. On November 7, 1939, he attained the Geschwader’s second vic-
tory by knocking down an RAF 57 Squadron Blenheim over the Rhine River. On May 14, 1940,
Miincheberg took part in the wiping out of an entire Hurricane section from RAF 504 Squadron.
During the subsequent Battle of Britain in the summer and fall of 1940, he proved to be one of the
Geschwader’s most gifted fighter pilots. On November 14, 1940, Miincheberg — now Staffelkapitiin
7./1G 26 — brought down a Spitfire as JG 26 and JG 51 escorted IIL/St.G. 1 during the last Stuka
sortie over the English Channel. When Oberstleutnant Galland early in 1941 was instructed to shift
one of his Staffeln against Malta, he picked Miincheberg. Although the British had reinforced their
Malta fighter force considerably, the RAF fighter pilots stood no chance against Miincheberg’s men.
When 7./JG 26 returned to France in September 1941, it had amassed a total of fifty-two victories —
without losing a single pilot — in the Mediterranean theater. Nearly half the victories, twenty-five,
were scored by Miincheberg. Counted among Miincheberg’s victims over Malta were two of the
best RAF fighter aces in that area, 261 Squadron’s Flying Officers James Archibald Findlay
MacLachlan (sixteen kills) and Eric Taylor (seven kills). Shortly afterward, 261 Squadron was with-
drawn from Malta for “fatigue,” and returned to England to rest. During his stay in the Mediterra-
nean area, Miincheberg was awarded both with the Oak Leaves to his Knight’s Cross. and (on April
15, 1941) Ttaly’s highest military award, the Medaglia d’Oro.
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15. Bf 109 E-4

Flown by Hauptmann Rolf Pingel, Stab 1./JG 26, St. Omer-Clairmairais/France, De-
cember 1940.

Rolf Peter Pingel participated as a fighter pilot with J. 88 in the Spanish Civil War, where he shot down
four Republican aircraft. At the beginning of World War II, he served as Staffelkapitiin 2./JG 53 on the
Western Front, and became one of the most successful fighter pilots during the “Phony War™ in 1939.
His first victory in this conflict was attained on September 10, 1939, when he hit a French Mureaux
reconnaissance aircraft of Groupe 1/520. The Mureaux crashed near Saarbriicken, killing the crew. On
September 26, 1939, he led his Staffel to wipe out an entire formation of five RAF 150 Squadron Battle
bombers. The fateful August 15, 1940, when the Luftwaffe lost 71 aircraft in a fruitless attempt to
knock out RAF Fighter Command on the ground, Hauptmann Pingel participated in escorting one
hundred Ju 87s and Ju 88s against Portland. In the ensuing dogfight, I./JG 53 claimed to have shot down
five Hurricanes while six bombers went lost. RAF 87, 234, and 601 squadrons filed eight losses. Pingel
returned to base with two victories — his eighth and ninth. One week later, Pingel was shifted to G 26
to take command of its I. Gruppe. On September 14, 1940, Stab and 1./JG 26 clashed with the Hurri-
canes of 253 Squadron south of the Thames Estuary. The Germans claimed four Hurricanes shot down
— including Pingel’s fifteenth and Major Adolf Galland’s thirty-second victories. Actual 253 Squadron
losses were confined to one aircraft that was shot down and another that collided with a Bf 109. That
evening, Hauptmann Pingel was awarded with the Knight's Cross. On July 10, 1941, Pingel came
across an RAF four-engine Stirling bomber and followed it across the English Channel, where he was
shot down by the Stirling’s upper gunner. Rolf Pingel, credited with 26 victories. would spend the
remainder of the war in British captivity.

16. Bf 109 E-4
Flown by Major Hannes Trautloft, Stab/JG 54, Le Mans/France, March 1941,

In March 1941, JG 54 was stationed in Le Mans on a well-deserved rest and recuperation after the
hard times during the Battle of Britain. The Geschwaderkommodore Major Hannes Trautloft and
the other officers of JG 54 spent most of the time at Le Mans with pheasant hunting trips or walks in
the old town of Le Mans. According to Hannes Trautloft, his main preoccupation at this time was a
series of visits to the dentist — fearful for Trautloft, who had greater fear for the dentist than for any
Spitfire. The only hostile activity that met the men of JG 54 at Le Mans were French chocolate bars
that were found to be stuffed with small, sharp metallic pieces. Trautloft celebrated his 29th birthday
in Le Mans on March 3. The only noteworthy flight incident during this stay in Le Mans occurred
when Major Trautloft was forced to punish Oberleutnant Hans-Ekkehard Bob for failing to report
that he had crashed a Biicker training plane in the harbor of Cherbourg.

e R R R






17. Bf 109 E-4
Flown by Haupfmann Herbert Ihlefeld, Stab 1.(J)/LG 2, Radomir/Bulgaria, April 1941,

As Herbert Ihlefeld returned to Germany after the Spanish Civil War, with nine victories he was one
of the most successful aces of the Condor Legion. During the Battle of Britain he once again demon-
strated his outstanding skills in aerial combat, returning from almost every mission across the Chan-
nel with new kills. From August 1940 he commanded I.(J)/LG 2 (later L/JG 77). On February 26,
1941, German fighters claimed six RAF fighters shot down over the Channel. One of them, a Spit-
fire, was recorded as Ihlefeld’s 30th victory. The British pilot, Flight Sergeant Howard Squire of
RAF 54 Squadron, force-landed his Spitfire MK II (A/C P7443) near Calais. Squire was brought to
the base of L.(J)/LG 2, where he met with and shared a few drinks with Ihlefeld. Before being
transferred to a POW camp, Squire asked Thlefeld to drop a note that he was safe over 54 Squadron’s
base at Croydon. Ihlefeld did so a few days later, and on the return flight he bagged another Spitfire
for his thirty-first victory. Forty-three years later the two men met at the same place again. Accord-
ing to recent research, Herbert Ihlefeld claimed a total of 132 victories during World War I1. He
passed away on August 8, 1995, and was buried in the Wennigser Waldfriedhof, near Hannover.
Note: The small “bump” beneath the belly of the aircraft displayed here is PeillG IV, a bearing
equipment that was tested by 1.(J)/LG 2 during this period.

18. Bf 109 F-2 )

Flown by Major Gunther Freiherr von Maltzahn, Stab/JG 53, St. Omer/France,
May 1941,

“Henri” Maltzahn served as Gruppenkommandeur 11./JG 53 when the war broke out. His flight book
is indicative to the calm period during the so-called “Phony War™ over the Western Front in 1939
and early 1940: von Maltzahn’s first fifteen combat sorties led to no contact with the enemy. Only
on his sixteenth mission, on September 26, 1939, did he spot any enemy aircraft. The outcome was
a French Potez 633 claimed shot down by him. During the Battle of Britain, where von Maltzahn
was appointed Geschwaderkommodore of JG 53, he emerged as one of the most popular unit com-
manders in the Luftwaffe. By late November 1940, his personal victory scores stood at eleven kills
—compared to the tallies of other Jagdgeschwader commanders, such as Oberstleutnant Adolf Galland
(57), Major Helmut Wick (56), and Oberstleutnant Werner Molders (54). But von Maltzahn was
known to have placed a higher emphasis on taking care of his subordinates than to achieve personal
successes in air combat, and it was mainly because of his skills as unit commander that he was
awarded with the Knight’s Cross on December 13, 1940. Von Maltzahn’s greatest individual suc-
cesses in air combat were achieved on the Eastern Front in 1941, where he claimed thirty-three
victories. His fortieth victory was achieved against a Soviet 66 ShAP 1-153 on July 20, 1941. In
October 1943 von Maltzahn had to give up his post as Geschwaderkommodore of JG 53 and was
appointed Luftwaffenbefehlshaber Mitte. Later, when he served as Jafii in Upper Italy, his superiors
accused him of not making sufficient demands on the outnumbered Luftwaffe fighter pilots in Italy.
Giinther Freiherr von Maltzahn passed away on June 24, 1953, at the age of forty-two. He was
credited with a total of sixty-eight victories.
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19. Bf 109 F-2

Flown by Hauptfmann Hermann-Friedrich Joppien, Stab 1./JG 51, Starawies/Po-
land, June 1941,

Hermann-Friedrich Joppien was one of the most aggressive fighter pilots of 1./JG 51, and scored
large successes during the Battle of Britain. He commanded 1./JG 51 from August 5, 1940. During
the famous Battle of Britain Day, September 15, 1940, Joppien bagged a Hurricane and a Spitfire for
his twentieth and twenty-first victories. Next day he was awarded with the Knight’s Cross. One
month later he was appointed Gruppenkommandeur of 1./JG 51. On December 5, 1940, a Spitfire
ended up as his thirtieth victory. By that time, Joppien temporarily served with Major Werner
Malders’s Geschwaderstab/]IG 51, where Joppien was strongly reproached by Mélders for his al-
leged habit of strafing civilian targets. When L/JG 51 was transferred to Poland in June 1941 to
participate in the invasion of the Soviet Union, Joppien had contributed forty-two to the Gruppe’s
total of 182 kills. Joppien’s most successful day was June 30, 1941, when the Soviets dispatched
hundreds of bombers of various types — including very obsolescent models — to destroy the German
river crossings at Bobruysk. When the day was over, JG 51 had claimed 113 victories, five of them
by Hauptmann Joppien. When Joppien was killed in air combat with pilots of VVS-Central Front on
August 25, 1941, his seventy victories rendered him a fourth ranking place among the top scorers of
the war.

20. Bf 109 F-2

Flown by Oberleutnant Werner Pichon-Kalau vom Hofe, Sfab/JG 54, Lindental/
East Prussia, June 1941,

In September 1939, Leutnant Werner Pichon-Kalau vom Hofe served as technical officer in 1./JG 20
(later IIL./JG 51), commanded by Hauptmann Hannes Trautloft — who would become one of Pichon’s
closest friends. On July 19, 1940, Leutnant Werner Pichon-Kalau vom Hofe achieved his three first
victories against Defiant fighters of RAF 141 Squadron. In August 1940, the Jagdfliegerfiihrer
General von Déring allowed Hauptmann Hannes Trautloft — who had recently been appointed
Geschwaderkommodore of JG 54 — to bring along several of his friends from II1./JG 51 to JG 54:
His adjutant Oberleutnant Otto Kath, Trautloft’s First mechanic Obergefreiter Pingel, his driver
Obergefreiten Books, his wingman Unteroffizier Deutschmann, and Oberleutnant Pichon. On Au-
gust 30, 1940, Pichon was awarded with the Iron Cross of the First Class. On October 12, 1940,
Oberleutnant Pichon achieved JG 54’s 300th victory by downing a Spitfire. Ten days later, Pichon
was less fortunate, as he downed a German Do 17. It proved to be that it was the third time that this
Do 17 crew had been brought down by German fighters! On October 25, Pichon claimed his fifth
victory against a Spitfire — in reality probably the Hurricane piloted by French pilot Adjutant H.
Boquillard of RAF 249 Squadron. In the spring of 1941, Pichon flew combat missions over Yugo-
slavia, and he participated in the invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941. On June 25, 1941, he
shot down two Soviet SB bombers. On April 26, 1942, Pichon was shot down over Soviet territory,
but managed to evade getting captured, and made it back to the German lines after three days.
Werner Pichon-Kalau vom Hofe achieved a total of 21 confirmed victories.
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21.Bf 109 F-2
Flown by Hauptmann Hans von Hahn, Stab 1./JG 3, Lutsk/USSR, July 6, 1941,

Hans von Hahn — not to be confused with the famous Oak Leaves holder Hans “Assi” Hahn — was
posted to L/JG 3 as this unit’s Gruppenkommandeur on August 27, 1940. By that time he had amassed
eleven victories with JG 53. He served on the Eastern Front from the first day of the attack on the
Soviet Union. His first victories on the Eastern Front were all achieved against unescorted bombers
or biplane fighters. On July 6, 1941, 1./JG 3 caught a formation of DB-3 bombers and shot down
eight within ten minutes — two of them by von Hahn, who thus ran up his tally to twenty-four. But
when the Jagdgruppe ran into the aces of Soviet 88 IAP over Kanev in August 1941, things were
different. “All previous air combat had been a children’s game compared to what we encountered
above the Dnieper Bridge at Kanev,” Hans von Hahn wrote. Later in 1941, 1./JG 3 was withdrawn
from the Eastern Front and transferred to Germany, where it was re-numbered into the new IL/JG 1.
Following accusations for abuse against subordinates, Hauptmann von Hahn was relieved from his
command in June 1942. In April 1945, he was appointed commander of the fighter units in Upper
Italy. Hans von Hahn, who was credited with a total of 34 victories, died in his home in Frankfurt on
November 5, 1957, at the age of forty-three.

22. Bf 109 F-2
Flown by Leutnant Hans Beisswenger, 6./JG 54, Sebesya/USSR , July 12, 1941,

I1./JG 54, to which Beisswenger belonged, was the most successful Jagdgruppe during the opening
phase of Hitler’s invasion of the USSR. On July 5, 1941, this Gruppe surpassed its 300th victory
mark, and it scored another two hundred victories until the end of August 1941. On August 24, 1941,
Leutnant Beisswenger was awarded with the Iron Cross of the First Class for twenty-one victories.
October 2, 1941, he achieved his 32nd victory by downing a MiG-3. In 1942, Beisswenger rose to
become one of the most successful pilots of the entire Griinherzgeschwader. On August 15, 1942,
Beisswenger scored his eighty-third victory, and on October 29, 1942, his 100th. His most success-
ful day was December 30, 1942, when he claimed ten kills. But Soviet resistance in the air inevita-
bly grew stronger week by week. On March 6, 1943 — the day after he had reached the 150-victory-
mark — Oberleutnant Beisswenger and his wingman, twenty-victory-ace Unteroffizier Georg
Munderloh, were both shot down and killed in combat with Soviet fighters near Staraya Russa. The
two LaGG-3s that Beisswenger claimed during his last combat were filed as his 151st and 152d
victories. Note: The yellow fuselage band beneath the Balkenkreuz on the fuselage side on the air-
craft displayed here has been interpreted as “typical for JG 54.” In reality, this marking indicated
that it was a fighter subordinated to Lufiflotte 1.
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23. Bf 109 E-4/B
Flown by Oberfeldwebel Reinhold Schmetzer, 8./JG 77, Balti/USSR, July 20, 1941.

At the outbreak of the war, “Spitzle” Schmetzer served as an Unteroffizier with 5.(J)/186. This unit
was originally intended to fly sorties from the projected German aircraft carrier Graf Zeppelin (a
programme which was later disbanded). On May 5, 1940, he scored his first victory against a Blenheim
bomber over the German Bight. His second victory was a Dutch Fokker D-XXIon May 10, 1940. At
the opening of Operation Barbarossa, Hitler’s assault on the Soviet Union, Schmetzer served as an
Oberfeldwebel with 111./JG 77, and had five victories on his killboard. On July 20, 1941, Schmetzer
took off from Balti Airdrome at 1835 hours for a Stuka escort mission, and when he returned he had
scored his twentieth victory against a VVS-Southern Front MiG-3. He achieved another a total of
twenty-eight victories on the Eastern Front before he was promoted to Leutnant and posted to the
new L/JG 4 in the Home Defense in 1943. Intercepting 165 U.S. heavy bombers that went against
Osnabriick on May 7, 1944, Schmetzer crippled a U.S. 389th Bomb Group B-24 but was himself
shot down and killed by the Liberators’ defensive fire, and became the only Luftwaffe casualty in
that encounter. The bomber that Schmetzer had hit in his last encounter ditched in the North Sea on
return, and two crewmembers were rescued. Schmetzer was one of fourteen combat losses sustained
by [./JG 4 in May 1944.

24. Bf 109 E-7

Flown by Oberleutnant Erbo Graf von Kageneck, 2./JG 27, Chudovo/USSR, Au-
gust 20, 1941,

Born on April 2, 1918, Erbo Graf von Kageneck served with I./JG 1 from the beginning of the war.
His first two victories were achieved against RAF Blenheims over France on May 12, 1940. With a
total of eighty-one victories for thirteen combat losses, I./JG 1 was the one of the most successful
Jagdgruppen during the Battle of France in May and June 1940. In July 1940, the unit was redesig-
nated as [I1./JG 27. The following operations over the English Channel proved to be more difficult,
and on July 19, 1940, Graf Kageneck had to belly-land his Bf 109 in France after sustaining injuries
in combat with RAF 43 Squadron Hurricanes. On September 18, 1940, Graf Kageneck was ap-
pointed Staffelkapitiin of 9./1G 27. By that time his victory total had reached 10. His rise to real fame
would come in 1941. In May 1941, when III./JG 27 operated over Malta for a brief period, Graf
Kageneck was personally responsible for four of the five RAF 185 and 261 Squadron Hurricanes
that were shot down by the Gruppe. During II1./JG 27’s participation in the invasion of the Soviet
Union — from June 1941 to October 1941 — Graf Kageneck increased his victory tally from 17 to 65.
His greatest success was achieved on August 14, 1941, when he claimed five kills during two sepa-
rate engagements. On August 20, 1941, he brought down two Soviet fighters and two I1-2s, thus
reaching a total tally of fifty-two. In December 1941, I11./JG 27 arrived in North Africa to join the
Geschwader’s 1. Gruppe. On Christmas Eve, Graf Kageneck was shot down by an RAF Hurricane
piloted by either Pilot Officer Thomson or Sergeant Maxwell. Nineteen days later, he died from the
wounds sustained. Erbo Graf von Kageneck was credited with a total of 67 victories.
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25. Bf 109 E-7 Trop

Flown by Feldwebel Gunther Steinhausen, 1./JG 27, Ain-El-Gazala/Libya, August
1941,

Giinther Steinhausen was known as a gentle and rather shy NCO in 1./JG 27. He was one of the first
Luftwaffe fighter pilots in North Africa. He was posted to 1./JG 27 in the spring of 1941. His rise to
fame began in 1942. On January 9, 1942, Feldwebel Giinther Steinhausen shot down two Hurri-
canes, one of them piloted by RAF 229 Squadron’s commander, Squadron Leader Smith. On June
28, 1942, three 1./JG 27 Bf 109 pilots bounced a formation of ten Hurricanes and claimed six shot
down without own losses. Five of these claims can be verified with RAF loss files. Stenhausen
contributed with four Kills, achieved in eight minutes. On July 9, 1942, Steinhausen spotted six
Liberator bombers of the U.S. Halverson Detachment in Egypt and shot down one. At 0845 hours on
September 6, 1942, Oberfeldwebel Steinhausen and seven other L/JG 27 Bf 109 pilots scrambled
against twelve Hurribombers, escorted by nineteen South African and British Hurricane fighters. In
the ensuing air combat, eight Hurricanes and two Bf 109s were shot down. Counted among five
casualties in 7 SAAF Squadron was the unit commander, Major Whelehan. Oberfeldwebel Giinther
Steinhausen, who had brought down the first Hurricane in the engagement — his fortieth and last
victory — failed to return to base. On November 3, 1942, he was posthumously awarded with the
Knight’s Cross.

26. Bf 109 F-4 Trop

Flown by Hauptmann Wolfgang Lippert, I1/JG 27, Ain-El-Gazala/Libya, Septem-
ber 1941.

%/

When I[1./JG 27 arrived in North Africa during the latter half of September 1941, it had amassed a
total of 141 aerial victories over France, the English Channel, the Balkans, and the Soviet Union.
The most successful individual pilot was the Gruppenkommandeur, Hauptmann Wolfgang Lippert,
who landed in Libya on September 29, 1941, fifteen days after his twenty-ninth birthday. By that
time. his score stood at twenty-five. Lippert was a veteran from the Condor Legion in Spain, where
he had scored four victories. When he assumed command of IL/JG 27 on September 4, 1940, his
score stood at eleven. Twenty days later, Hauptmann Lippert was awarded with the Knight's Cross.
On October 25, 1940, he bagged two Hurricanes for his nineteenth and twentieth kills. Under Lippert’s
command, I1./JG 27 developed into the most successful JG 27 Gruppe during the Battle of Britain,
with sixty victories against twenty-five pilot casualties. On November 23, 1941, Lippert was shot
down over British-held territory in Libya during a combat with 24 SAAF Squadron Bostons and
RAF 229 and 238 squadron Hurricanes. Ten days later, he died from his sustained wounds at Gen-
eral Hospital 119 in Egypt. In total Wolfgang Lippert scored 30 confirmed victories.
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27.Bf 109 F-2
Flown by Leutnant Herbert Schrarmm, 8./JG 53, Ossiyaki/USSR, September 10, 1941.

Herbert Schramm served under Hauptmann Werner Molders’s command with IIL/JG 53 as a
Feldwebel from the beginning of the war. His first victory was achieved against a French Morane-
Saulnier M.S. 406 fighter on May 14, 1940 — when 102 French and British aircraft were shot down
(Luftwaffe fighters and AAA claimed 170 victories). The total score for Mélders’s I11/JG 53 during
the Battle of France was approximately ninety-eight victories for only seven combat losses. In June
1941, when Schramm’s victory score had reached seven, he participated in the invasion of the So-
viet Union. On September 10, 1941, IIL/JG 53 was assigned to cover Generaloberst Heinz Guderian’s
Panzergruppe 2, which was advancing to close the sack behind five Soviet armies in the Kiev area.
The battered air forces of Soviet Southwestern and Bryansk fronts did whatever they could to slow
down the German attack, but suffered dearly at the hands of the Bf 109 pilots. Herbert Schramm
contributed to the day’s success by knocking down an I-15 biplane fighter, but was himself shot
down in the process. He nevertheless survived. After attaining a total of thirty-nine victories with
[11./JG 53 — the last one, a Blenheim, over Malta on February 12, 1942 — Schramm was posted to
serve as fighter trainer. On August 13, 1943, he was assigned to take command of 5./1G 27 in the
Home Defense. Schramm managed to shoot down three U.S. heavy bombers before he was killed in
combat with Thunderbolts near Eupen/Belgium on December 1, 1943. He was awarded with the
Oak Leaves to his Knight's Cross posthumously on February 1, 1945. Herbert Schramm was cred-
ited with a total of forty-two confirmed victories.

28. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Unteroffizier Alfred Grislawski, 9./JG 52, Poltava/USSR, October 23, 1941.

Alfred Grislawski was born on November 2, 1919. He entered the Luftwaffe and Flieger-
ersatzabteilung 16 in Schleswig on November 1, 1937. His flight training began in August 1939,
and Gefreiter Grislawski received his wings at Salzwedel flight school in April 1940. He received
fighter pilot training — led by Feldwebel Hans Beisswenger — at Jagdfliegerschule Stolp-Reitz, and
in June 1940 he was posted to the Erginzungsjagdgruppe Merseburg, where he learned to know
Leutnant Hermann Graf. In August 1940, he was posted to IIL/JG 52, where he shortly afterward
was incorporated into first 7. Staffel, later 9. Staffel, in Romania. Grislawski flew a large part of his
sorties as the wingman of Hermann Graf, who in 1942 would become the first pilot to reach the 200-
victory-mark. On October 23, 1941, Grislawski took off from Poltava airdrome, and after only a few
minutes, the engine of his Bf 109 F-4 seized. The German pilot had no option but to make a rapid
belly-landing. Unfortunately, the wing of his aircraft hit a Russian woman on a field. Grislawski
attended to her wounds, and when a German Army truck arrived to pick him up, he insisted that it
should bring the Russian woman to hospital. Grislawski went on to become one of the most success-
ful fighter pilots of the war, amassing a total of 132 victories. After the war, Grislawski turned down
an offer made by Erich Hartmann to join the Bundesluftwaffe. He is still alive.
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29. Bf 109 F-4

Flown by Oberst Wemer Molders, Nahkampffuhrer Krim, Sarabuz/Crimea/USSR, November
1941,

Few fighter aces of World War II are as versatile as Werner Molders. He was one of the most formidable fighter
pilot, a true master in air-to-air combat. During the Spanish Civil War he flew a Bf 109 in the Condor Legion on
Generalissimus Franco’s side, scoring the highest number of victories achieved by any German pilot in that
conflict — 14. After his 20th victory in World War II, Mélders was the first fighter pilot to be awarded with the
Knight’s Cross, on May 29, 1940. Mélders was also a tactical inventor, and the fighter plane’s “finger-four
formation” was invented by him in Spain. He took great care of all his subordinates, and this earned him his
nickname “Vati”, “Daddy”. Later he was appointed the first inspector of the Luftwatfe’s Fighter Arm, and in this
position he definitely earned a great respect from the fighter pilots. Werner Malders was shot down by a French
fighter pilot on June 5, 1940 and spent the last weeks of the war with France in captivity. Liberated after the
armistice, he was promoted to Major and took charge of JG 51. Although Mélders was injured in combat with
the South African ace “Sailor” Malan in late July 1940, he remained in first-line service during the entire Battle
of Britain. On September 20, 1940, he achieved his fortieth victory as the first pilot in World War II. Under his
command, JG 51 was credited with a total of around five hundred victories during Battle of Britain. Participat-
ing in the invasion of the USSR, Mdélders became the first to reach 100 victories on July 15, 1941. Appointed to
the first Inspector of the Luftwaffe’s Fighter Air Arm, Mdlders flew sorties on the Crimea in November 1941,
achieving a number of “unofficial” victories that could be added to his official score 115, including 101 in World
War II. Mélders was killed en route to the state funeral of the Inspector of the Luftwaffe, Ernst Udet, on Novem-
ber 22, 1941. JG 51 adopted the honorary name Mélders.

30. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Oberleutnant Josef Priller, 1./JG 26, St Omer-Arqgues/France, November 25, 1941,

By late summer of 1941, Oak Leaves holder Oberleutnant Josef Priller had reached the position as the third top
scorer in JG 26 Schlageter on the “Kanalfront.” On December 6, 1941, when the Gruppenkommandeur of 111/
JG 26 succeeded Oberstleutnant Adolf Galland as Geschwaderkommodore of 1G 26, Priller was promoted to
take command of the IIId Gruppe. By that time, Priller’s total score had reached fifty-eight. Priller brought his
faithful wingman, Leutnant Robert Unzeitig, to 111./JG 26, and on January 3, 1942, he scored his first victory
with this Gruppe. During an air combat with RAF Tangmere Wing on April 12, 1942, both Unzeitig and Major
Schopfel’s wingman were shot down and killed. The two Spitfires claimed shot down by Priller (one of which
was confirmed) was a poor consolation. The situation grew worse from the fall of 1942, when the first U.S.
heavy bombers appeared. On October 9, 1942, Priller had his first encounter with the American bombers and
shot down a 93 BG Liberator. A second B-24, Lieutenant Joe Tate’s Ball of Fire, sustained three 20mm cannon
shell hits from an Fw 190, but managed to return to England for an emergency landing at Northolt. In January
1943, Priller was assigned to command the entire JG 26, and he would lead it through the difficult air battles
against RAF and USAAF during more than two years — during which 480 pilots of JG 26 were killed or reported
as missing. On June 15, 1944, Priller became one of the few to achieve a total of one hundred victories on the
“Western Front.” On October 12, 1944 — when JG 26 lost twelve aircraft to U.S. fighters — Priller scored the only
JG 26 success of the day, as he shot down a Mustang for his 101st and last victory. On January 28, 1945, Priller
left JG 26 to serve as Inspector of Day Fighters (West). Josef Priller survived a total of 307 combat sorties but
died from a heart attack on May 20, 1961, at the age of forty-six.
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31.Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Leutnant Hermann Graf, 9./JG 52, Kharkov/USSR, January 1942,

Born in Engen on October 24, 1912, Hermann Graf graduated as a fighter pilot with the rank of a Feldwebel in
1939. As the war broke out, he served with I./JG 51 on the Western Front. After participating in twenty-one combat
missions, Graf was posted to the Ergdnzungsjagdgruppe Merseburg in January 1940 There he served as fighter
trainer. Promoted to Leutnant, he brought one of his NCO friends, Gefreiter Alfred Grislawski, to IIL/JIG 52.
During the war against the Soviet Union, Graf and his wingman Grislawski would team to become two of the most
successful aces in 9. “Karayastaffel”/JG 52, which Graf led from March 1942. On December 8, 1941, Graf and
Grislawski attacked twelve R-Z bombers, escorted by two I-16 fighters of VVS-Southern Front, and shot down
five — three by Graf and two by Grislawski. Following his forty-fifth victory on January 8, 1942, Graf was awarded
the Knight’s Cross. Hermann Graf’s and Alfred Grislawski’s rise to success came in May 1942, when the former
achieved thirty-nine and the latter twenty-two victories. With this, Graf had surpassed his 100-victory-mark, for
which he was awarded with the Oak Leaves with Swords to his Knight’s Cross. Graf broke all previous records in
September 1942, when he amassed a total of sixty-two kills in less than five weeks — running up his victory total
to 202. His 200th victory — reached as the first fighter pilot of the war — was claimed against an 102 IAD/PVO I-
153 on September 26, 1942. Graf was awarded with the Diamonds to the Oak Leaves and was withdrawn from
first-line service until the summer of 1943, when he was instructed to form the new JG 50. Graf brought his friend
Grislawski from the Eastern Front to this unit. In late 1943 he was appointed Geschwaderkommodore JG 11 in the
home defense, and he led this until he was injured while ramming a U.S. Mustang on March 29, 1944. He ended
the war as Geschwaderkommodore JG 52 on the Eastern Front, and spent five years in Soviet captivity. Hermann
Graf, credited with 212 confirmed and 40 unconfirmed victories, passed away on November 4, 1988.

32. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Major Hannes Trautloft, Stab/JG 54, Siverskaya/USSR, January 1942,

When Hannes Trautloft passed away on January 12, 1996, Germany lost “one of the great educators
in the fighter arm,” in the words of historian Ernst Obermaier. Trautloft earned great respect for his
able command of JG 54 from August 1940 to July 1943. His personal insignia, the “Green heart of
Germany” (Thuringia region) was adopted by the entire JG 54, which became famous as
Jagdgeschwader Griinherz. He achieved eight victories during the Battle of Britain. Following his
nineteenth and twentieth victories on July 24, 1941 - two Soviet SB bombers near Soltsy/USSR —
Major Trautloft was awarded with the Knight’s Cross. Under Trautloft’s command, JG 54 was cred-
ited with 1,200 victories on the Eastern Front through January 2, 1942. Geschwaderkommodore
Trautloft scored his personal fortieth victory — against a Pe-2 — on May 9, 1942. On July 6, 1943,
Trautloft’s personal friend, General der Jagdflieger Galland, appointed him inspector of the Fighter
Air Arm on the Eastern Front. Trautloft ended the war with a total of 53 victories (plus four in the
Spanish Civil War) on 560 combat sorties.
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33.Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Oberfeldwebel Otto Schulz, Stab II./JG 27, Martuba/Libya, February 1942,

Otto Schulz, born on February 11, 1911, served with I1./JG 27 from 1940. His first victory was
achieved during the Battle of Britain on August 15, 1940. He then scored two more kills over the
Balkans in the spring of 1941, and three on the Eastern Front during the following summer. But the
bulk of his successes were achieved over North Africa, where he served from the fall of 1941. On
October 6, 1941, he carried out his 200th combat sortie and shot down three British fighters over
Libya — his seventh through ninth victories. During the next weeks, he stunned his comrades by
achieving an impressive victory row, starting with three kills on October 30, 1941. On November
17, 1941, Schulz took off, shot down an RAF 216 Squadron Bombay transport plane, and landed —
all within three minutes. For this feat, the men of JG 27 nicknamed him “One-Two-Three-Schulz.”
He scored three victories again on November 28, and two each on November 30, December 6, and
December 20, 1941. Otto Schulz’s greatest day was February 15, 1942, when he knocked down five
Kittyhawks of RAF 94 and 112 squadrons in ten minutes. Schulz was certain that he had come
across a group of British novice pilots, but RAF records reveal that among his victims in that combat
was the Allied top scorer in North Africa, Squadron Leader “Imshi™ Mason, credited with 17 kills.
One week later, Schulz was awarded with the Knight’s Cross. By that time, his personal tally had
reached forty-four victories. His last victory — No.51 — was attained against a Hurricane on June 17,
1942. Schulz never returned from that sortie and is listed as missing since then.

34. Fw 190 A-2
Flown by Major Gerhard Schopfel, Sfab/JG 26, Audembert/France, February 1942,

Gerhard Schopfel’s name is intimately linked to the history of the famous JG 26 Schlageter, with
which he served during more than half the war. Schipfel. a former police officer, commenced his
pilot training in 1936. In June 1938, with the rank of an Oberleutnant, he was posted to
Jagdgeschwader Schlageter, and was assigned as Staffelkapitiin 9./JG 26 shortly after the outbreak
of the war, He succeeded Adolf Galland twice — as Gruppenkommandeur of IIL/JG 26 on August 21,
1940, and as Geschwaderkommodore on December 6, 1941. It has been said that Schopfel not quite
was able to assume the role that Galland had played as Geschwaderkommodore, but he seems to
have been more popular among the NCOs of JG 26 than Galland. On one occasion in May 1942,
Major Schopfel hit a Spitfire decisively with a burst from his Fw 190. The Spitfire descended verti-
cally, trailing smoke. Six thousand feet further down, another Fw 190 attacked the doomed Spitfire
and took a shot at it. After landing, Schopfel approached the pilot of this Fw 190, an Oberfeldwebel,
with the following words: “If I would have been an Oberfeldwebel and you were a Major, 1 would
have been forced to give you credit for the victory. Because of that, I say that you will have the
victory, and I congratulate you.” In January 1943, after attaining a total of 45 victories with JG 26,
Schopfel was shifted to the staff of Jafii Bretagne. Between June 1943 and November 1943 he
served as Fighter Leader Sicily-Italy, and thereafter was appointed Jafii Norway. On June 1, 1944 he
assumed command of JG 4, but was shortly afterward shot down and injured. He ended the war as
Geschwaderkommodore JG 6. On August 2, 1945, Schopfel was arrested in the Soviet occupation
zone in Germany and would spend the next four years in Soviet captivity. Gerhard Schopfel is still
alive.
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35. Bf 109 F-2
Flown by Leutnant Hans Strelow, 5./JG 51, Bryansk/USSR, February 28, 1942,

On March 18, 1942, Leutnant Hans Strelow of I1./JG 51 achieved the largest individual success by
any fighter pilot during the Soviet winter offensive, claiming seven victories in one day. The young
Strelow developed as a “comet” during the first months of 1942. Having achieved his first victory in
June 1941, his total score had reached twenty-seven at the shift of the year. On March 18, 1942, he
bagged seven and thus surpassed the fifty-victory-mark. He was awarded with the Knight's Cross
on the same day and the Oak Leaves only six days later. Between these two dates, he increased his
score with fourteen. Strelow in fact was responsible for more than ten percent of all Soviet aircraft
losses in the central combat zone through March 1942. Just having returned from a home leave,
Strelow was shot down by a Pe-2 bomber behind the enemy lines on May 22, 1942. Knowing that
the Soviet were well aware of his successes, and fearing physical reprisals, Hans Strelow chose to
take his own life before Russian troops reached the crash-landed Messerschmitt with the long rows
of victory bars painted on the rudder. Hans Strelow was credited with a total of sixty-eight victories.
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36. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Leutnant Hermann Neuhoff, 7./JG 53, Catania/Sicily, March 18, 1942,

Born on April 11, 1918, Hermann Neuhoff served as an Unteroffizier with 111./]G 53 from the begin-
ning of the war. He achieved his first victory on March 2, 1940, when he attacked a formation of
RAF Hurricanes over Saarbriicken/Germany together with Hauptmann Werner Molders. At the open-
ing of the German invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941, he had already amassed ten Kills. The
first day of the onslaught against the Soviet Union, June 22, 1941, made a strong impact on Neuhoff.
“The Russians were caught totally by surprise,” he recalls, “and we were able to destroy everything
on the ground during our first mission.” During his next mission of the day, he had his first encoun-
ter with Soviet fighter pilots, and he describes this air combat as extremely hard. Neuhoff describes
the Soviet pilots as both skillful and brave, although handicapped by an outdated equipment. In late
1941, 111./JG 53 was posted to North Africa, where Neuhoff scored his thirty-second victory against
an RAF 94 Squadron Hurricane on December 11, 1941. Shortly afterward, I11./JG 53 was shifted to
Sicily for operations over Malta, where Neuhoff achieved his fortieth and last kill against a Hurri-
cane on April 9, 1942. Next day, Neuhoff was erroneously shot down by Leutnant Werner Schow of
1./JG 53 over Malta and was taken prisoner. On June 16, 1942, Neuhoff was awarded with the
Knight's Cross in absentium. He is still alive.
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37.Bf 109 F-2

Flown by Hauptmann Hans Philipp, Stab 1./JG 54, Krasnogvardeysk/USSR, March
31, 1942,

Hans Philipp is one of the most famous German fighter pilots of World War II. He developed into
one of the best aces of JG 54 already during the Battle of Britain, where he commanded the 4.
Staffel. On September 27, 1940 — a day when JG 54 was credited with sixteen RAF fighters shot
down for the loss of two Bf 109s — Philipp claimed his twelfth through fifteenth victories. On
October 20, 1940, he bagged two Spitfires for his nineteenth and twentieth victories, and was awarded
with the Knight’s Cross two days later. One year later, on October 2, 1941, Philipp scored his 70th
kill, now operating on the Eastern Front since June 1941. In February 1942, he took command of I./
JG 54. On March 31, 1942, he achieved his 100th victory as the fourth pilot to do so, and one year
later he was the second pilot to reach the 200-victory-mark. In the spring of 1943, Philipp left the
Eastern Front and was posted to the Home Defense to assume command of JG 1. On October 8,
1943, his JG 1 was involved in a bitter air battle against U.S. heavy bombers and their escorting
Thunderbolts over northwestern Germany and the Netherlands. Philipp shot down a B-17 — regis-
tered as his 206th victory, but then his own Fw 190 was hit. Hans Philipp’s last words, cried into the
R/T, had been a message to his wingman: “Reinhard, attack!” Philipp’s 206 victories made him the
top-scoring ace by the time of his death.

38. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Oberleutnant Gerhard Homuth, 3./JG 27, Martuba/Libya, April 6, 1942.

On April 6, 1942, Hauptmann Gerhard Homuth was returning to base after a stiff encounter with
British Boston bombers with strong fighter escort. Suddenly, the twenty-seven-year-old Hauptmann
spotted a lonely Hurricane. He immediately attacked, and after a prolonged air combat managed to
shoot down the enemy plane. The pilot, South African Lieutenant Egner, bailed out and was cap-
tured. He was brought to L/IG 27’s base, where Egner’s first question was: “Who shot me down?”
When he learned that his victor was a Knight’s Cross holder with more than forty victories to his
account, the 4 SAAF pilot was relieved. “I'm glad that it wasn’t by any novice pilot,” he said. By
that time, Gerhard Homuth belonged to the best Luftwaffe fighter pilots in North Africa. He had
achieved his fortieth victory (against a 3 RAAF Squadron Kittyhawk piloted by Sergeant Gray) on
February 27, 1942. When he was transferred from 1./JG 27 in February 1943, his tally stood at sixty-
one. In July 1943 he was posted to the Eastern Front as Gruppenkommandeur of 1./JG 54, but he
would not survive many weeks of combat with the considerably reinforced Soviet air force. On
August 3, 1943, he was shot down in combat with Yak-9 fighters near Orel. Gerhard Homuth was
credited with a total of 63 kills.
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39. Fw 190 A-2

Flown by Hauptmann Joachim Mincheberg, Stab II./JG 26, Abbeville-Drucat/
France, May 1, 1942,

The spring and summer of 1942 is a dismal part of RAF Fighter Command’s history. During offen-
sive fighter sweeps over northern France, the Spitfire formations regularly received a heavy beating
at the hands of the Fw 190-equipped JG 2 Richthofen and JG 26 Schiageter. Through April 1942,
RAF Fighter Command registered 107 combat losses while no more than twenty-four German air-
craft were shot down. Among the most deadly adversaries to the British airmen during this period
was the Gruppenkommandeur of 11./JG 26, Hauptmann Joachim Miincheberg. He scored his sev-
enty-fifth victory against an RAF 222 Squadron Spitfire on April 30, 1942. On May 1, 1942, he
bagged another — possibly from the same squadron. When Miincheberg was shifted from IL/JG 26
to tour all of the Jagdgeschwader on the Eastern Front as a preparation for his official assignment as
a Geschwaderkommodore, he had attained a total of 83 kills. But the air war over the Eastern Front
would prove to be not as easy as Miincheberg had expected. During his first four weeks on the
Eastern Front, he was shot down twice. On October 1, 1942, Miincheberg was posted as
Geschwaderkommodore to JG 77, which shortly afterward was transferred to North Africa. On
March 23, 1943, Miincheberg and his wingman bounced a formation of U.S. 52nd Fighter Group
Spitfires over Tunisia. Miincheberg placed himself behind a Spitfire and opened fire from short
distance. The Spitfire exploded but Miincheberg was unable to evade colliding with the debris. Both
wings of his Bf 109 were torn off, and the German ace fell to a certain death. Miincheberg was
credited with a total of 135 confirmed victories.
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40. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Oberleutnant Heinrich Setz, 4./JG 77, Zarichtal/Crimea/USSR, May ¢, 1942.

In May 1942, the Soviet élite fighter regiment 6 GIAP of the Black Sea Fleet belonged to the daily
adversaries of IL/JG 77 in the Crimean skies. The Staffelkapitiin of 4./1G 77, Oberleutnant Heinrich
Setz, was one of the most able fighter pilots on the German side during this conflict. 27-years-old
Setz had served with I1./JG 77 since the summer of 1940. After 45 victories he was awarded with the
Knight’s Cross on December 31, 1941. In the spring of 1942, Setz participated in the German attack
against the Kerch Peninsula in the Crimea. Here, Setz took part in the annihilation of VVS-Crimean
Front, and on May 9, 1942 he bagged a MiG-3 and an I-153 for his sixty-sixth and sixty-seventh
victories. Following the German seizure of Sevastopol in early July 1942, the airmen of IL./JG 77
was dispatched to the Voronezh sector. Here they were encountered with mainly inexperienced
Soviet pilots of the new 1st Fighter Aviation Army, and were able to achieve dramatic successes.
Setz claimed 27 victories in a three-week period — including his 100th on July 24, 1942. In February
1943, he was transferred to France to assume command of 1./JG 27. He was killed in combat over
Abbéville on March 13, 1943, after achieving his three last victories against RAF Spitfires. Heinrich
Setz’s total victory score was 138, achieved on 274 combat missions.
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41. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Haupfmann Heinz Bar Stab |./JG 77, Kerch/Crimea/USSR, May 19, 1942,

Heinz Biir's rise to fame began with IV./JG 51 on the Eastern Front, where he scored three victories
— Nos. 18 through 20 in total — against a MiG-3 and two SBs on June 22, 1941. He achieved five
kills on June 30, 1941, and three apiece on July 5. July 23, August 9, and August 19, 1941. Bir was
awarded with the Knight’s Cross on July 2. 1941, and the Oak Leaves on August 14, 1941, On
August 30, 1941, he bagged six. but already on the next day — shortly after reaching his seventy-
ninth and eightieth victories against two Pe-2s, Biir was shot down and belly-landed in Soviet-held
territory. Biir nevertheless managed to evade capture and made it back to German lines, despite the
fact that both his feet had been sprained. On February 16, 1942, he was awarded with the Swords to
his Oak Leaves. During this time, he served as Staffelkapitiin 12./JG 51. The frequently made claim
that he served as Gruppenkommandeur 1V.JJG 51 however has proved to be nothing but a long-
lasting myth. But Bir soon belonged to the favorites of Oberst Adolf Galland. the young Inspector
of the Fighter Aviation Arm, and he appointed Biir to command of 1./JG 77 in the Crimea in May
1942. Hardly by accident, Galland arrived to inspect Bir’s 1./JG 77 the same day as Biir achieved his
one hundredth victory — by downing an R-5 biplane and five I-16s over the Kerch Peninsula on May
19, 1942, When L/JG 77 was transferred to the Mediterranean area in late June 1942, Biir had
reached a total score of 113 aerial victories, which placed him as the top scoring fighter ace by that
time.

42. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Leumnant Joachim Marseille, 3./JG 27, Tmimi/lioya, June 1, 1942,

Born of French Huguenot ancestry on December 13 1919, in Berlin-Charlottenburg, Marseille was
a real enfant terrible. His father, Siegfried Marseille, was a hard officer who later advanced to the
rank of Generalmajor. But young Hans-Joachim was marked by an unhappy childhood. His parents
divorced early in his teens. Brought up by his mother, who led a confused life and obviously failed
to discipline the wild teenager boy, “Jochen™ finally made it to one of the old Lufthansa flying
schools. On November 7, 1939 he joined the Luftwaffe, and was trained as a fighter pilot. Marseille
saw his first combat sorties with 4./JG 52 on the Channel front in 1940 before he was sent away by
his Staffelkapitiin Oberleurnant Johannes Steinhoff for “lacking discipline.” Steinhoff, who could
be a very harsh unit commander. recalls: “Marseille was remarkably handsome. He was gifted pilot
and fighter, but he was unreliable. He had girlfriends everywhere, who took up so much of his time
that he was often too tired to be allowed to fly. His often irresponsible understanding of duty was the
primary reason I sent him packing. But he had irresistible charm.” Two years later, on September 30,
1942, Marseille was killed when the engine of his Bf 109 seized over Egypt. He bailed out but his
parachute never unfolded. By that time, Marseille had emerged into one of the most outstanding
fighter pilots of the entire war, with 158 victories on his killboard.
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43. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Oberleutnant Erwin Leykauf, Stab lll./JG 54, Relbitsy/USSR, June 23, 1942.

Erwin Leykauf received his pilot training in 1938 and was posted to JG 26 in May 1940. His first
victory was achieved against a Gladiator fighter biplane, when the pilot bailed out immediately
following Leykauf’s first burst of fire. During the Battle of Britain he was posted to JG 54, where he
would achieve the bulk of his success. His second kill was scored against a Spitfire, probably of
RAF 610 Squadron, on August 12, 1940. Next, he bagged an RAF fighter each on August 28,
August 30, September 2, on September 5, and October 8 or 9, 1940. On the second day of the war
against Yugoslavia, April 7, 1941, he knocked down a Hurricane for his seventh victory. Leykauf
brought down his first Soviet aircraft — an SB bomber — on July 6, 1941, but was also shot down
himself in the process. Between October 1941 and April 1943, Leykauf served as the adjutant of
Hauptmann Reinhard Seiler, the Gruppenkommandeur of 1IL/JG 54. Leykauf’s most successful
single mission was on the night of June 22//-23, 1942, when he destroyed six Soviet night bombers
and transport planes in fifty minutes. He ended the war with Me 262-equipped JG 7. although he
never had the opportunity to fly the Me 262 in combat. Erwin Leykauf carried out a total of 525
combat sorties and was credited with 33 aerial victories.

44. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Leutnant Rudolf Sinner 6./JG 27, Tmimi/Libya, June 26, 1942,

“Rudi” Sinner belongs to the few Luftwatfe fighter pilots that achieved fame without ever being awarded with the
Knight's Cross. Born in Linz/Austria in 1915, Sinner served as an antiaircraft soldier in the war against Poland in
1939. In 1940 he commenced his pilot training. He was posted to I/JG 27 in North Africa in 1941, where he
became known as a gifted pilot. Sinner scored his first victory against a 3 RAAF Tomahawk on October 12, 1941.
The pilot, Sergeant Parker, bailed out but was shot dead as he hung in his straps — possibly by a stray bullet. On
December 10. 1941, Sinner contributed with one kill to the complete annihilation of a formation of six 24 SAAF
Squadron Boston bombers. His victim, the unit commander’s, Major Fonnelly, aircraft, belly-landed in Egypt. A
week later, Sinner shot down another South African pilot — Lieutenant MacRoberts of Hurricane-equipped |
SAAF Squadron. On Friday, February 13, 1942, Pilot Officer Week's 274 RAF Squadron Hurricane fell before the
guns of Sinner’s Bf 109. Although his cannon refused to fire and only one of the 7.92mm machine-guns worked,
Sinner managed to shoot down two RAF 450 Squadron Kittyhawks on February 22, 1942, piloted by Flying
Officer Thompson and Sergeant McBride. On March 20, 1942, Sinner claimed another doublette. Shortly after-
ward, Sinner was promoted to Oberleutnant. He bagged a Kittyhawk with another encounter with 3 RAAF Squad-
ron on May 30, 1942, and on June 4 was appointed Staffelkapitiin of 6./1G 27. The thirty-two victories that Sinner
achieved in North Africa through December 1942 placed him as the tenth top scorer in this war theater. On June 1,
1943, he was shifted to the new IV./JG 54 on the Eastern Front, where he achieved another three victories. In
February 1944, he assumed command over II1/JG 54 in the Home Defense. On March 6, 1944, Sinner destroyed
a U.S. heavy bomber but got himself shot down and seriously injured. Three months later, Sinner returned to JG
27, where he led 1. Gruppe from June to August 1944, “Rudi” Sinner flew his last combat missions as
Gruppenkommandeur of the Me 262-equipped I11./JG 7 in 1945.
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45. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Oberleutnant Viktor Bauer, 9./JG 3, Schshigry/USSR, June 30, 1942,

When IL/JG 3 — where the 9. Staffel was led by Oberleutnant Viktor Bauer — arrived to the Demyansk
sector in February 1942, the Soviet air force was massing forces for its onslaught against the Ger-
man air bridge to the enveloped garrison at Demyansk. On February 18, 1942, Oberleutnant Viktor
Bauer brought home his 39th and 40th victories — reportedly two MiG-3s, probably misidentifications
for VVS-Northwestern Front LaGG-3s. On April 4, 1942, when Bauer scored his fiftieth, the Soviet
fighter pilot Leytenant Aleksey Maresyev of 580 TAP was shot down in the same area. Maresyev
would survive in the wilderness for nineteen days, eventually saved by a partisan unit that brought
him back to the Soviet lines. In 1943, Maresyev would return to combat service, flying with two
artificial legs, and ended the war with a total of eleven individual victories. By the time Maresyev
entered first-line service again, Bauer was treated for the severe injuries he had sustained when he
was shot down in combat with Soviet fighters on August 10, 1942, Viktor Bauer. who was credited
with a total of 106 victories — all but four on the Eastern — would never return to first-line duty again.

46. Bf 109 F-2
Flown by Leufnant Walter Nowotny 3./JG 54, Krasnogvardeysk/USSR, July 7, 1942,

Walter Nowotny, born in Austria on December 7, 1920, was the most successful fighter pilot of JG
54 Griinherz, where he served with I. Gruppe. But his career as a fighter pilot had a most unfortu-
nate start. On July 19, 1941, he was shot down by a Soviet fighter over the Gulf of Riga and had to
spend three days in a rubber dinghy before he finally reached the Lithuanian shore. He did not
overcome the shock from this until his section leader, thirty-two-victory ace Leutnant Gerhard
Lautenschliger was shot down and killed in front of him by a Soviet Kittyhawk on May 16, 1942.
Nowotny blew the Kittyhawk out of the sky, and from then on, the spell was broken. On August 2,
1942, he brought home seven kills- — bringing his total score to fifty-four. On September 4, 1942, he
was awarded with the Knight’s Cross. Nowotny’s most successful year was 1943. On June 5, 1943
he brought his total to ninety-two by bagging another four. Between June 21 and June 24, 1943,
Nowotny achieved twenty-four victories, including ten on the latter day alone — Nos. 115 through
124, Shortly afterward, 1./JG 54 was shifted to Orel to participate in Operation Zitadelle, Germany’s
last major offensive on the Eastern Front. The next two months, Nowotny would attain almost
eighty kills — until he reached No. 200 on September 9, 1943. Since August 21, 1943, he served as
Gruppenkommandeur 1./JG 54. Nowotny brought home forty-five victories during the month of
September 1943 alone, and was awarded with both the Oak Leaves and Swords to his Knight's
Cross that month. On October 14, 1943 he became the first fighter pilot to reach the 250-victory-
mark. Nowotny was then awarded with the Diamonds to his Oak Leaves, and was withdrawn from
first-line service. One year later he was assigned to command the first operational Me 262 jet fighter
unit, Kommando Nowotny, but was shot down and killed on November 8, 1944,
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47. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Unteroffizier Johann Halfmann, 7./JG 54, Kotly/Finland, July 1942.

During Operation Barbarossa, the German invasion of the USSR in 1941, Unteroffizier Johann
Halfmann flew as the wingman of 7./JG 54’s Oberfeldwebel Karl Kempf. On September 13, 1941,
Haltmann achieved his first victory against a MiG-3, probably of Soviet 7 IAK-PVO. His second
victory was attained, also against a Soviet fighter, on October 11, 1941. On January 2, 1942,
Oberfeldwebel Kempt and Unteroffizier Halfmann carried out a most successful combat mission,
resulting in six victories — five by Kempf, and one (an I-16) by Halfmann. On February 16, 1942,
Halfmann brought down an I-15bis, and on March 15, 1942 he downed another MiG-3. Unteroffizier
Halfmann’s sixth victory was achieved against a Soviet fighter on May 25, 1942, while Oberfeldwebel
Kempf brought home his forty-second through forty-fourth victories on the same occasion. On June
10, 1942, Kempf shot down two, and Halfmann one Soviet fighter. On June 23, 1942, Halfmann was
awarded with the Iron Cross of the First Class. On August 27, 1942 he shot down his first heavily
armored II-2. On September 1, 1942 he was promoted to Feldwebel. In February 1943, 111./JG 54
left the Eastern Front and was transferred to France, later to Germany, to participate in the Home
Defense against U.S. heavy bombers. On May 19, 1943, Feldwebel Halfmann shot down a B-17. On
July 27, 1943, he was injured when he force-landed near Katwijk in the Netherlands. Shortly after-
ward he was promoted to Oberfeldwebel. Oberfeldwebel Haltmann was killed during a training
flight during the conversion to Fw 190s at Ludwigslust Airdrome in Germany on January 23, 1944,
By that time, Halfmann had served longer than anyone else in 7./JG 54. He was credited with a total
of eleven confirmed victories.

48. Bf 109 F-2

Flown by Oberfeldwebel Franz-Josef Beerenbrock, Stab IV./JG 51, Dugino/USSR,
August 1, 1942,

Franz-Josef Beerenbrock was posted to 10./JG 51 as an Unteroffizier and shot down his first enemy
aircraft on the Eastern Front on June 24, 1941. During the following seventeen months he took part
in the air combats on the Eastern Front with great enthusiasm and was able to achieve considerable
successes. Beerenbrock’s most favored tactic was to approach an enemy aircraft formation undetec-
ted from below, and then he attacked the aircraft one by one. His most successful day was August 1,
1942, when he carried out three combat sorties and brought down nine Soviet planes in the Rzhev
area — nine I1-2s, two MiG-3s, and a Pe-2 bomber. Beerenbrock thus surpassed the 100-victory-
mark, reaching a total of 102. On August 3, 1942, Beerenbrock was awarded with the Oak Leaves to
the Knight’s Cross, and was granted a long home leave. When he returned to the Eastern front in
October 1942, he had been promoted to the rank of a Leurnant and was appointed Staffelkapitiin 10./
JG 51. On November 9, 1942, Beerenbrock was involved in a stiff combat with Soviet fighters. He
managed to shoot down three — his victories Nos. 115 through 117 — but was in turn himself shot
down and captured by Red Army troops. Beerenbrock is still alive.
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49. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Oberleutnant Helmut Mertens 1./JG 3, Frolov/USSR, August 1, 1942.

Helmut Mertens started his career as a fighter pilot with L(J)/LG 2 (later I./JG 77) in 1939. He
achieved his first victory against an RAF Hurricane over France on May 12, 1940. The bulk of his
successes were however achieved with JG 3, with which he served since late 1941. He achieved his
twentieth victory with I11./JG 3 against a Soviet SB bomber on August 11, 1941, In July 1942 he was
posted to 1./JG 3, also on the Eastern Front, where he attained his fortieth kill against a LaGG-3 on
July 20, 1942. On August 1, 1942, he bagged a Yak-1 for his fiftieth kill. and for this Mertens was
awarded with the Knight’s Cross on September 4, 1942. In September 1943, when his victory total
had reached fifty-three, Oberleutnant Mertens was found to be totally exhausted and was relieved
from first-line service to command the replacement unit 1./JGr Ost in France. In April 1944, he
returned to 1./JG 3 as its Gruppenkommandeur, but it soon proved that he had not recovered from his
battle fatigue, and after only two months he was posted to the Staff of General der Jagdflieger. From
September 1944 he commanded another replacement unit. Jagdgruppe Siid (later 11L/EJG 1). His
final score is not known, at least fifty-three — according to another source, ninety-seven.

50. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Hauptrmann Horst Carganico I1./JG 5, Petsamo/Finland, August 12, 1942.

Teaming with Oberfeldwebel Hugo Dahmer, Oberleutnant Horst Carganico became one of the most
successful German fighter aces on the far northern sector of the Eastern Front in 1941-1942. On
September 25, 1941, Carganico was awarded the Knight’s Cross for 27 victories. But one year later,
when Carganico commanded I1./JG 5, the Soviet resistance in the air had grown considerably stiffer.
On July 22, 1942, Hauptmann Carganico had to belly-land his Bf 109 F-4 near Zimnaya Motovka
due to engine trouble. After a difficult walk in the wilderness in no-man’s land, he returned to the
Finnish-German front-line three days later. On August 12, 1942, Carganico took off with his IL/JG
5 on a fighter sweep toward Murmansk. The Germans encountered a formation of MiG-3s, but the
only success scored was a single MiG-3 claimed, while a Soviet fighter pilot — possibly of 767 IAP
—made Carganico take a second long walk through the wild landscape, reaching the German front-
line the next day. His belly-landed Bf 109 F-4 was seized by the Soviets and put on display in
Murmansk. After the war, it was restored into flight condition and was used in a Soviet war movie.
In recent years, it has been sold abroad and is currently on display in Canada.
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51. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Feldwebel Fiitz Gromotka 6./JG 27, Quotaifiya/Egypt, August 1942,

Fritz Gromotka was born in Kronschkow/Poland on June 2, 1915. He joined JG 27 as an Unteroffizier
early in the war and would remain with this Geschwader until the end of the war. During the Ger-
man attack on Greece in the spring of 1941, he participated in the air battle on April 10, 1941, when
6./JG 27 wiped out an entire formation of six RAF Blenheims. Counted among the victims of this
carnage was the commander of the RAF force in Greece, d”Albiac. One of the Blenheims that were
shot down ended up on Gromotka’s tally. During I1./JG 27’s brief participation in the war against the
Soviet Union in June-July 1941, Gromotka would add another two Kills to his score. He was later
posted to II1./JG 27, where he achieved the bulk of his victories. His tenth and eleventh victories
were attained against two Spitfires over the Greek island of Kos on September 27, 1943. A Beaufighter
that fell into the sea west of the island of Karpathos on November 10, 1943 marked his fifteenth. In
March 1944, I11./JG 27 was posted to Vienna to provide the Austrian industrial areas with air cover
against the increasing attacks from 15th USAAF heavy bombers. On March 19, 1944, LIL/JG 27
caught seventy-six unescorted Liberators that had raided Graz. and shot down twelve within less
than a half hour. One of them was filed as Oberfeldwebel Gromotka’s twentieth victory. Fighting
against the Allied air forces during the invasion of Normandy in the summer of 1944, Gromotka was
shot down on July 2. 1944. But he was soon back in action again, and contributed with one to the
five RAF Typhoons that were bagged in a single engagement by I11/JG 27 on August 17. On Febru-
ary 1, 1945, Leuinant Gromotka was appointed Staffelkapirin 9./1G 27, and he led this unit until the
end of the war. He was awarded with the Knight's Cross on February 20. 1945.

52.Bf 109 F-4

Flown by Hauptmann Anton Mader, Stab I1./JG 77, Staryy Oskol/USSR, September
1942,

Croatian-born Anton Mader earned great popularity for his caring of his subordinates in various unit
command positions. In June 1941 he was posted from JG 2 Richthofen in France to Romania, where
he assumed command of 11./JG 77. Under Mader’s leadership, this Jagdgruppe would develop into
one of the best German fighter units on the Eastern Front. During the opening phase of the Battle of
Odessa in August 1941, IL/JG 77 managed to suppress the Soviet fighter opposition in this sector.
Only when IL/JG 77 was shifted to another sector did the Soviet fighter pilots, commanded by the
famous ace Lev Shestakov, manage to seize control in the air over Odessa. The losses suffered by
the Romanian Air Force in this area compelled the Romanian leadership to withdraw the majority of
its aviation units from first-line service. During most of the summer and fall of 1942, Mader’s 11./JG
77 was the only Jagdgruppe operating against three Soviet air armies in the Voronezh sector, to the
north of Stalingrad. Between July 5 and 31, 1942, I1./JG 77 was credited with 364 victories in this
sector — for eleven own combat losses. Soviet 2 VA alone lost more than three hundred aircraft at
Voronezh between June 28 and July 31, 1942, On September 8, when his Gruppe claimed twenty-
six victories in a single engagement, Mader increased his personal score to sixty-five by bringing
down four Soviet aircraft. Anton Mader headed 11./JG 77 until March 1943, and shortly afterwards
he took charge of the new JG 11 in the Home Defense. Later he commanded JG 54. He survived the
war with a total score of 86 victories.
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53. Bf 109 F-4

Flown by Oberleutnant Anton Hackl, 5./JG 77, Kastornoye/USSR, September 19,
1942,

“Toni” Hackl belongs to the most successful pilots of JG 77. On May 27, 1942 he was awarded with
the Knight's Cross for forty-eight victories. During the Battle of Sevastopol in June 1942, Hackl
emerged as the most successful German fighter pilot. On the Soviet side, the ace Kapitan Mikhail
Avdeyev of 6 GIAP/VVS-ChF dedicated the following lines to Hackl in his post-war memoirs:
“[He] appeared every day, always with his back protected by other fighters. Usually, he picked his
victims carefully, and only rarely were his attacks without success. More than once, I tried to pursue
[him], but this proved to be a most difficult undertaking. It was clear that [he] was an outstanding
pilot. He deprived us of our sleep and never left us in peace. It was as if he jeered at us. A hundred
times I examined my mind to find out different ways of attacking him — from above, from below,
from the clouds or from the sun. But these fine theories always were shattered by the realities. [He]
wasn’t someone whom you could lure into a trap, or who could be made to lose his nerves through
a frontal attack. He was a worthy opponent, and he definitely gave us a lot of headache.” Operating
in the Voronezh sector on the Eastern Front, Hackl increased his tally from 63 to 118 victories
between July 2 and September 19, 1942, His last victory in this sector was attained against a LaGG-
3 on September 19, 1942.

54. Bf 109 G-2
Flown Hauptmann Reinhard Seiler, Stab IIl./JG 54, Lissino/USSR, September 1942,

Born on August 30, 1909, Reinhard “Seppl” Seiler joined the Reichswehr on September 30, 1929. In
1935 he received his pilot training, was selected as a fighter pilot and volunteered to fight against the
Republican government in Spain. There he became one of the most successful German fighter pi-
lots, with nine victories. When World War II broke out, he served with [./JG 54, and was appointed
Staffelkapitin 1./JG 54 in December 1939. His first victory with JG 54 was achieved against a
French Potez 633 bomber on January 10, 1940. On August 4, 1940 he was shot down and bailed out
over the English Channel. He was picked up from the cold water, unconscious, with a severely
burned face and a broken arm. But this did not deter Seiler. As soon as he had recovered, he was
back in action again. When he was appointed Gruppenkommandeur of 111./]G 54 on the Eastern
Front on September 30, 1941, his victory tally had reached 33. On March 19, 1942, Seiler, was again
shot down, this time by a Soviet fighter. Once again he survived and soon was back in action. In the
summer of 1942, he carried out night fighter sorties and shot down sixteen Soviet aircraft in this
way. In May 1943 he was appointed Gruppenkommandeur 1./JG 54, which shortly afterward was
shifted south to participate in Operation Zitadelle — Hitler’s last major offensive on the Eastern
Front. On July 6. 1943, the second day of the offensive, Seiler was shot down by a Yak-9 and bailed
out. He was sent to hospital with several bullet wounds. This time he never was able to return to
first-line service. Reinhard Seiler was credited with 109 victories, including 100 in World War II.
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55. Bf 109 G-2

Flown by Haupfmann Kurt Ubben, Stab lIl./JG 77, Nikolskoye/USSR, September 20,
1942,

In September 1942, Hauptmann Kurt Ubben’s IIL./JG 77 was shifted to Lufiflorte 1 in the Leningrad
area. Operating from Nikolskoye Airdrome, Ubben bagged a Soviet Kittyhawk and a LaGG-3 for
his eighty-seventh and eighty-eighth victories on September 20, 1942. Two days later, he brought
home his ninetieth kill. In October 1942, ITL./JG 77 was shifted to North Africa. Here the combina-
tion of the British offensive at El Alamein and the Allied landings in Morocco and Algeria soon put
II1./JG 77 under heavy pressure. With one of the twelve Curtiss P-40 fighters claimed by JG 77 and
the Italian Macchi MC 202s of 3 Stormo over Tunisia on January 14, 1943, Ubben scored his 100th
kill. Promoted to Major, Ubben took charge of JG 2 in March 1944. On April 23, 1944, 356th
Fighter Group of U.S. VIII FC lost three pilots, including their commander Colonel Einar Malmstrom,
during a sortie over Germany. Four days later, the Thunderbolt-pilots of this fighter group paid back
by shooting down four Fw 190s of JG 2 near Chateau-Thierry in France. With one of them, Major
Kurt Ubben was killed. His final score was 110. Kurt Ubben was credited with a total of 110 aerial
victories, plus another twenty-six aircraft destroyed on the ground. Note that the aircraft displayed
here carries the typical yellow fuselage band beneath the Balkenkreuz, indicating that it was a fighter
subordinated to Luftflotte 1.

56. Bf 109 G-2

Flown by Oberfeldwebel Wilhelm Schilling, 9./JG 54, Siverskaya/USSR, September
1942.

Wilhelm Schilling, born on January 30, 1915, served with Oberleutnant Hans-Ekkehard Bob’s 3./
JG 21 (later 9./JG 54) as an Unteroffizier since 1939, and achieved his first victories during the
Battle of Britain. On March 19, 1942, when II1/JG 54 surpassed its 500-victory-mark, Schilling had
contributed twenty to this total. On August 31, 1942, Schilling carried out his 500th combat sortie
and achieved his 35th victory — which also was 9./IG 54°s 200th. On Wednesday, September 2,
1942, eight Soviet Hurricanes of the crack fighter unit 3 GIAP/KBF intercepted a formation of Bf
109s of I11./JG 54 and Ju 87s of IIL./StG 1 near Leningrad. During a combat that lasted for almost an
hour, the Soviets claimed four enemy aircraft destroyed, but in return five Hurricanes were shot
down; two were total losses and a further three made emergency landings. One pilot, Starshiy
Leytenant Aleksey Yevgrafov, was killed. Among the victorious German pilots was Schilling., who
scored his 40th victory in this combat. On September 13, 1942 he was awarded with the German
Cross in Gold. After shooting down an I1-2 — his forty-sixth victory — three days later, Schilling was
shot down and was seriously injured. On October 10, 1942, Schilling received the Knight’s Cross.
When he returned to his unit after recovering from his injuries, it had been posted to Germany for
Home Defense tasks. On February 14, 1944, Schilling was shot down and severely wounded a
second time, this time in combat with U.S. heavy bombers. Wilhelm Schilling carried out a total of
538 combat sorties and was credited with 63 victories.
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57. Fw 190 A-3
Flown by Hauptmann Heinrich Krafft, Stab 1./JG 51, Orel/USSR, September 1942,

Heinrich “Gaudi” Krafft was one of the most popular officers in JG 51. He was posted to L/JG 51 in
1940. On May 21 that year he scored his first victory over France. Another three would follow during
the Battle of Britain. His real successes would follow during the invasion of the USSR. On April 7,
1942, JG 51 became the first Jagdgeschwader to surpass its 3,000-victory mark. By that time, Gaudi
Krafft's personal score stood at 50, and he had been awarded with the Knight’s Cross on March 18,
1942, In May 1942 he assumed command of 1./JG 51, which flew fighter cover missions for the Ju 52
airlift to the Demyansk pocket. The Soviet air force in this area — VVS-Northwestern Front — had
managed to achieve considerable success against the Ju 52s that flew supplies to Demyansk in Febru-
ary and March 1942, but in doing so, it almost bled white. The scores of inadequately trained airmen
that arrived as replacements for the badly mauled units of VVS-Northwestern Front enabled the Ger-
man fighter units in the area — [./JJG 51 and I1./JG 54 — to achieve a number of “easy victories.”
Through May 1942, VVS-Northwestern Front registered fifty aircraft missing or shot down in air
combat and eighteen lost to ground fire, while [./JG 51 and I1./JG 54 lost only four fighters. But after
the summer of 1942, improved Soviet tactics and equipment started to challenge the German air
superiority. In early September 1942, fierce air fighting developed in the Leningrad area as the Sovi-
ets attempted to break the iron ring around the besieged city. Among the Luftwaffe fighter units
brought in to this sector was “Gaudi” Krafft's I/JG 51, which recently had been equipped with Fw
190s — thus introducing the Fw 190s in combat on the Eastern Front. On December 14, 1942, shortly
after achieving his seventy-eighth victory, Gaudi Krafft was shot down over enemy territory. He was
seized by infuriated Soviet soldiers and beaten to death.

58. Bf 109 G-2
Flown by Oberfelawebel Karl-Heinz Kempf, 7./JG 54, Siverskaya/USSR, October 1942,

Karl-Heinz Kempt joined 3./JG 21 (later 9./JG 54) as a Gefreiter in 1940. His first victory was achieved
against a Hurricane near Wavre on May 12, 1940, but his real success would begin with 7./JG 54 on
the Eastern Front, where he knocked down his first Soviet aircraft on June 22, 1941. Four days later
he claimed four SB bombers. On September 27, 1941, Feldwebel Kempf brought home five victories
— Nos. nineteen through twenty-three. His most famous mission was carried out on January 2, 1942.
During a fighter sweep south of Lake Ladoga, he spotted a group of VVS-KBF “I-18s™ above Novaya
Ladoga Airdrome — probably LaGG-3s of 5 IAP/VVS-KBF. Oberfeldwebel Kempf made a high-side
attack and claimed two of the Soviet fighters shot down. Later during the same mission, he became
entangled with I-16s (apparently from VVS-Volkhov Front), resulting in Kempf claiming two, and
his wingman, Unteroffizier Hans Halfmann, one. At the same time, the Soviets sent five Pe-2s, es-
corted by eight I-16s, against JG 54’s base at Siverskaya. There the Soviets succeeded in taking out
six Bf 109s, four Ju 88s, and twenty trucks. One soldier was killed and ten injured. Returning from
their mission over Lake Ladoga, Kempf arrived over the airfield just as the Soviets were unloading
their bombs. Seeking revenge, Kempf blew one of the Pe-2s out of the sky with his last rounds of
ammunition. Thus, he had again achieved five kills in a single sortie, bringing his total victory score
to forty-one. Two days later he was awarded with the Knight’s Cross. After serving as a fighter in-
structor for more than a year, Kempf was posted to 2./JG 26 as Staffelkapitin in May 1944. On
September 3, 1944, he was shot down and killed by a U.S. 55th Fighter Group Mustang during take-
off from Grimbergen Airdrome in Belgium. Karl-Heinz Kempf was credited with a total of 65 victo-
ries on 445 combat sorties.
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59. Bf 109 G-2
Flown by Oberfeldwebel Herbert Rollwage, 5./JG 53, Comiso/Sicily, October 1942,

Herbert Rollwage served with I1./JG 53 as an Unteroffizier from 1941 and shot down his first enemy
aircraft, a Soviet SB bomber, on June 22, 1941. In October and November 1942, IL./JG 53 was
assigned to provide fighter escort to the last air offensive against Malta. But by this time, the RAF
fighter defense of the island had been considerably reinforced. The Luftwaffe’s 196 bombers and 73
fighters — to which three Italian MC-202 Gruppi were added — stood against 130 operational Spit-
fires, supported by radar observations. On October 12, 1942 six German bombers and two escort
fighters were shot down. Another six Ju 88s were lost five days later. Having lost thirty-eight aircraft
in only ten days. the air offensive against Malta was canceled on October 19, 1942. Three days later,
Rollwage scored his thirtieth victory by downing a Spitfire during a free hunting sortie over the
island. But on November 10, 1942 another Spitfire pilot paid back by shooting up Rollwage’s Bf
109. The German pilot barely managed to reach the island of Koufonisi, where he carried out a
belly-landing. Rollwage’s total number of victories is uncertain. He was credited with at least sev-
enty-five, but according to unconfirmed sources, his total was 102 —including forty-four during the
last twelve months of the war. All but eleven were achieved against the RAF and the USAAF.

60. Bf 109 G-2

Flown by Haupfmann Wolf-Dietrich Huy, 7./JG 77, Tanyet Harun/Egypt, October 29,
1942,

Wolf-Dietrich Huy served with I11./1G 77 from the outbreak of the war, and would remain with this unit.
In 1941, he became one of the top scorers of this Gruppe. Nevertheless, on January 23, 1942, he was
shot down by one of the best aces in Soviet 32 IAP/VVS-ChF, Starshiy Leytenant Mikhail Avdeyev.
“Everything happened very quickly”, recalls Huy. “Before | had time to place myself in a firing position,
another Russian took a shot at me and hit my engine, which stopped abruptly and then started to emit
smoke.” On March 11, 1942, Huy achieved his thirty-eight victory, but was mistakenly shot down by
German ground fire. He returned to his unit after recovering from his sustained wounds in August 1942,
and shortly afterward, this unit was transferred to North Africa. During most of the air war over North
Africa, the German fighter pilots took advantage of the inferior equipment in the fighter units of their
enemy. The three most successful “desert aces”, JG 27’s Marseille, Schroer and Stahlschmidt scored
151, 61 and 59 victories respectively in 1942 —most of them against Curtiss P-40s or Hurricanes. Things
started to change when the Spitfires arrived in Egypt. From August 1942, the Spitfires of Nos. 145 and
601 Squadron were in regular activity over North Africa. On September 1, 1942, when Marseille scored
17 victories against Hurricanes and P-40s, the Spitfires of RAF 601 Squadron brought down Oberfeldwebel
Herbert Krenz, an ace in JG 27 with 11 victories. One week later, Oberleutnant Hans- Amold Stahlschmidt
was killed in combat with the same Spitfires. On October 29, 601 Squadron’s Pilot Officer Nicholls
brought down yet another German ace, Hauptmann Wolf-Dietrich Huy of II1./JG 77. Huy had recently
arrived from the Eastern Front. In service with 111./JG 77 since the outbreak of the war, he had amassed
40 aerial victories. He would spend the remainder of the war in British captivity.
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61. Fw 190 A4
Flown by Oberleutnant Kurt Buhligen, 4./JG 2, Kairouan/Tunisia, November 1942,

Kurt Biihlingen belongs to the most experienced fighter pilots of World War II. He was in almost
uninterrupted combat service from July 1940 until 1945, constantly with JG 2 Richthofen. During
this period, he advanced from Unteroffizier and wingman to Oberstleutnant and his unit’s last
Geschwaderkommodore. Born on December 13, 1917, he joined the Luftwaffe in 1936 as a me-
chanic. This inspired him to apply for flight training. In 1940, shortly after he had achieved his
“wings”, he was posted to JG 2 as a fighter pilot. Unteroffizier Biihlingen achieved his first victory
against a Hurricane on September 4, 1940. One year later, he had surpassed the 20-victory-mark and
was awarded with the Knight's Cross. In mid-November 1942, following the Allied landings in
Morocco and Algeria, 11./JG 2 was hastily rushed to Tunisia to participate in the German build-up in
this previously unoccupied country. The air war over Tunisia would lead to Biihlingen’s most suc-
cessful period as a fighter pilot. Between December 1942 and the spring of 1943 he teamed with the
famous Hauptmann Erich Rudorffer and scored a total of forty individual victories. On February 3,
1943 — when five out of a formation of six U.S. 33rd Fighter Group Warhawk fighters were shot
down by Luftwatfe fighters on one mission over Tunisia, and another four went lost on a second
mission — Biihlingen achieved his fiftieth kill. Following this, 33rd Fighter Group was left with only
thirteen Warhawks remaining (out of originally 71), and was pulled out of combat. Biihlingen added
another forty-six kills to his tally until March 1944, and on March 2, 1944, he was awarded with the
Oak Leaves for ninety-six aerial victories — all of which had been achieved against the RAF and the
USAAF.

62. Bf 109 G-2
Flown by Felawebel Anton Hafner, 4./JG 51, El Aouing/Tunisia, December 1942,

The summer of 1942 had opened fortuitous to the fighter pilots of JG 51 Mdlders on the Eastern
Front, and 6./]G 51’s Feldwebel Anton Hafner bagged seven kills on July 5, 1942 alone, including
his fortieth total. But only a few weeks later, it stood clear to the Luftwaffe men on the Eastern Front
that the Soviet Air Force had resurged from its heavy losses during the first twelve months of the
war. When August 1942 ended, it had been the severest month in the history of JG 51 Mdlders, the
most successful Jagdgeschwader during Operation Barbarossa. Through August 1942, JG 51 re-
corded 101 Bf 109s destroyed or severely damaged to all causes — including seventy-five (thirty-
four total losses) to enemy action. Seventeen JG 51 pilots were killed, missing, or injured in August
1942, Hafner nevertheless was lucky to survive, and in the fall of 1942, he followed I1./JG 51 when
it left the Eastern Front and was transferred to Tunisia. He became I1/JG 51’s most successful pilot
during the air war in this theater, shooting down twenty U.S. and RAF aircraft in slightly more than
amonth. U.S. fighter pilot Rocky Byrne, who served as a 2nd Lieutenant with the Warhawk-equipped
64th Fighter Group in Tunisia, wrote: “We were facing some of the Luftwaffe’s elite pilots ... The
top gun in Jagdgeschwader 51 was Leutnant Anton Hafner.” On December 26, 1942, Hafner brought
home his eightieth victory against a Lightning. In the summer of 1943 he returned to the Eastern
Front with II1./JG 51, and amassed a total of 124 victories in fifteen months — including five apiece
on June 24, 1944 and July 16, 1944, and seven on August 8, 1944, When he achieved his 199th
through 203rd victories on October 15, 1944, Feldwebel Anton Hafner was the top scoring ace of JG
51 Mélders. Two days later, shortly after he had brought down his 204th enemy aircraft, Hafner was
shot down and killed by a Soviet Yak-9 pilot.
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63. Bf 109 F-4
Flown by Feldwebel Walter Schuck, 9./JG 5, Petsamo/Finland, January 1943.

Walter Schuck flew with JG 5 in northern Finland and Norway from 1941. On May 15. 1942 he
achieved his first victory against the Soviets. On June 5, 1942, he knocked down four Soviet Hurri-
canes near Murmansk. His thirtieth through thirty-fourth victories were achieved on April 14, 1943,
and during the next six weeks, another ten Soviet aircraft would fall before his guns. But Schuck’s
main successes came later in the war, when the table had turned and the Soviets were an equal
opponent to most German fighter pilots. On April 7, 1944, he attained his victories Nos. 80 through
84, and the next day he was awarded with the Knight's Cross. During the following twelve months
he would amass another 112 Kills — including six (Nos 96-101) on June 15, twelve on June 17, 1944,
and seven on July 17, 1944. Soviet unit statistics however indicate that the claims made by JG 5
during this period of the war were highly inflated. Thus, on July 17, 1944, when JG 5 reported
thirty-seven Soviet planes shot down, only five Soviet aircraft losses can be found in this area. On
August 23, 1944 Schuck surpassed the 150-victory-mark by downing two Soviet fighters. On Sep-
tember 30, 1944, Leutnant Walter Schuck was awarded with the Oak Leaves for 171 victories. In
March 1945 he was posted to JG 7 and shot down his last eight enemy planes (including four heavy
bombers on April 10, whereby he got himself shot down) while flying a Me 262 jet fighter. Walter
Schuck survived the war with the rank of an Oberleutnant and 206 confirmed and 30 unconfirmed
victories on his tally.

64. Bf 109 G-2
Flown by Oberfeldwebel Emst-Wilhelm Reinert, 4./JG 77, Castell Benito/Libya, Janu-
ary 1943,

When Feldwebel Emst-Wilhelm Reinert of 4./JG 77 was injured in combat with a Pe-2 on the
Eastern Front on July 23, 1942, he ended a remarkable victory tally. Twenty-eight Soviet aircraft
had been brought down by him in slightly more than a fortnight. Half a year later, he would repeat
this feat against the western allies over Tunisia. Reinert opened his score in the Tunisian war zone by
downing a Curtiss P-40 on January 2, 1943. On January 11, 1943 he bagged four Spitfires, and on
February 26. another four Allied fighters fell before his guns. His most successful days over Tunisia
were March 13, and April 1, 1943, when he brought home five kills each day. On April 19, 1943,
Reinert brought home his 150th victory, achieved against a Spitfire. With forty-nine kills from Janu-
ary through April 1943, Reinert was the most successful fighter ace during the Battle of Tunisia. In
August 1943 he was appointed Staffelkapitiin 1./JG 77, and in 1945 he assumed command of IV./IG
27. One month later, Reinert was awarded with the Swords to the Knight's Cross with Oak Leaves.
Reinert carried out more than seven hundred combat sorties between June 1941 and May 1945, He
was credited with 174 victories (103 on the Eastern Front), plus 16 aircraft and 10 tanks destroyed
on the ground.
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65. Fw 190 A-4
Flown by Oberleutnant Erich Rudorffer, 6./JG 2, Kairouan/Tunisia, February @, 1943.

Erich Rudorffer served with 2./JG 2 as an Oberfeldwebel from 1940, and soon developed into one of
the most notable aces of that Staffel. He scored his first victory against a French Curtiss Hawk 75 on
May 14, 1940, and on May 26, 1940, his fifth and sixth kills were achieved against two Spitfires
over Dunkirk. During the extensive air fighting over the Paris area on June 6, 1940 — when JG 2
claimed twenty-two victories — Rudorffer achieved his first triple kill. On May 1, 1940 — following
nineteen victories — Leutnant Rudorffer was awarded the Knight's Cross, and next month he was
appointed Staffelkapitin of 6./JG 2. Erich Rudorffer became famous for the serial victories that he
claimed against British, American, and Soviet opponents. On February 9, 1943, he claimed eight
victories in only seven minutes over Tunisia. Six days later, he brought home another seven. In July
1943, he took charge of IV./IG 54 on the Eastern Front. By that time, Rudorffer had amassed a total
of seventy-four victories and had been shot down himself nine times. Between August 1943 and
February 1945 he led 11./JG 54, and scored 136 victories with this unit. On August 24, 1943, he
reported five Soviet aircraft shot down on the day’s first mission, then another three on the second
mission. On November 6, 1943, he was credited with thirteen Soviet aircraft shot down between
1300 hours and 1317 hours. Again, on October 28, 1944, he claimed eleven victories in a single
day’s fighting. The last months of the war saw him as Gruppenkommandeur of Me 262-equipped
IL/IG 7. On March 19. 1945, Rudorffer was responsible for two of the five Mustangs lost by U.S.
78th Fighter Group to Me 262s on that day. Erich Rudorffer survived a total of 930 combat sorties,
during which he was shot down sixteen times, and was credited with 222 victories — including 136
on the Eastern Front and twelve with Me 262.

66. Fw 190 A-4

Flown by Haupfmann Wilhelm-Ferdinand Galland, Stab I1./JG 26, Vitry-en-Artois/
France, February 3, 1943,

Wilhelm-Ferdinand and Paul Galland were Adolf Galland’s two younger brothers who both served
in JG 26. All three developed into aces, but only one of them would survive the war. Wilhelm-
Ferdinand, known as “Wutz,” started the war as an anti-aircraft soldier. Shortly afterward he applied
for pilot training, and on June 27, 1941 was posted to his elder brother’s JG 26 Schlageter in France.
Leutnant Paul Galland achieved his first victory on July 6, 1941, but Wilhelm-Fredinand’s first
victory claim, a Spitfire on July 23, 1941, was not confirmed. In May 1942, Wilhelm-Ferdinand was
appointed Staffelkapitiin 5./1G 26. During the air battle over the invasion beach at Dieppe on August
19, 1942, Wilhelm-Fredinand and Paul each shot down a Spitfire, reaching their victory totals four-
teen and fifteen respectively. On October 31, 1942, Leutnant Paul Galland, was killed during a
fighter-bomber raid against Canterbury when his Fw 190 was shot down by an RAF 91 Squadron
Spitfire. Paul Galland’s victor may have been the South African ace Squadron Leader Johannes
“Chris” LeRoux, who destroyed two Fw 190s on this occasion. (Incidentally, LeRoux was the pilot
who strafed and injured Generalfeldmarschall Erwin Rommel in Normandy on July 17, 1944.). By
the shift of the year 1941/1942, “Wutz’s” tally had reached twenty-one. On February 3, 1943, he
contributed a Ventura bomber and two Spitfires to JG 26’s total for the day of seventeen victories
against only one loss to their own. On August 17, 1943, Major Wilhelm-Ferdinand Galland — now
commanding II1./JG 26 — was shot down and killed, possibly as Captain Walker Mahurin’s (U.S.
56th FG) first victory. Wilhelm-Ferdinand Galland was credited with a total of fifty-five victories on
186 combat sorties.
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67. Bf 109 G-2
Flown by Haupfmann Wemer Schroer, 8./JG 27, Rhodes/Greece, February 1943,

Werner Schroer, born on February 12, 1918, joined 1./JG 27 in August 1940. His name is associated
with the air war over North Africa, where he scored his first victory and eventually rose to become
the second-ranking German ace after Hans-Joachim Marseille. Schroer’s rise to fame began after he
was appointed to Staffelkapitin 8./JG 27 on July 1, 1942. By that time his victory tally stood at
fourteen. He then achieved three victories each on July 3, and July 13, 1942. On September 15,
1942, he claimed six British fighters over El Alamein — the last, a Spitfire, was registered as his
fortieth victory. On October 20, 1942, Schroer was awarded with the Knight's Cross. Another doublette
three days later brought his total score to fifty. On November 4, 1942, he caught nine American
Liberators that had raided the Libyan port of Benghazi, and shot down one — Schroer’s sixtieth
victory. With a tally of sixty-one victories in North Africa, Schroer followed 111./JG 27 to Greece
and — later the island of Rhodes — in November 1942. There, two RAF Beauforts went down as
Schroer’s sixty-second and sixty-third kills on February 11, 1943. Two months later he was ap-
pointed Gruppenkommandeur 11./JG 27, and led this unit in the Mediterranean area and the Home
Defense. On March 7, 1944 he was assumed command of [11./JG 54, also in the Home Defense, and
scored his 100th victory on May 24, 1944, Between July 1944 and February 1945 he served in a unit
commander’s school. During the last months of the war, Schroer commanded JG 3 on the Eastern
Front, where he achieved his last twelve victories in March and April 1945. Werner Schroer was
credited with 114 victories — including 112 against the RAF and USAAF - on 197 combat sorties.
He passed away on February 10, 1985.

68. Bf 109 G-2
Flown by Feldwebel Rudolf Muller, 6./JG 5, Salmij@rvi/Finland, April 19, 1943.

Rudolf Miiller was one of the first German top aces in the Far North combat zone — the Russo-
German front in the Murmansk area. Posted to the “Expertenstaffel” 6./JG 5 as a young Unteroffizier,
Miiller claimed his first victory against a Soviet I-16 on September 12, 1941. During the following
twelve months, another sixty-nine victories would follow. A comparison between German and So-
viet records show that “Rudi” Miiller frequently had dramatic encounters with 72 GSAP/VVS-SF
(later renamed into 2 GSAP and 2 GIAP), where the most famous character was the Soviet top ace
by that time, Podpolkovnik Boris Safonov (20 individual and six shared victories). During an escort
mission for seven 1./St.G. 5 Ju 87s and four KG 30 Ju 885 against Vayenga Airdrome near Murmansk
at noon on April 23, 1942, Miiller shot down the 2 GSAP/VVS-SF Hurricanes piloted by Serzhants
Anatoliy Semyonov and N. F. Yepanov. On the subsequent return flight, Miiller spotted a formation
of SB bombers escorted by Hurricanes. When the fight was over, 20 GIAP’s Starshiy Leytenant I.
Ya. But and Serzhant A. I. Chibisov, and the SB piloted by 137 SBAP’s Mladshiy Leytenant Golovanov
had been shot down — all of them by “Rudi” Miiller. Five days later, 2 GSAP/VVS-SF once again
came across “Rudi” Miiller, and lost another four Hurricanes to this formidable ace. The claim that
appears in various sources that Miiller shot down the ace Safonov on May 30, 1942 however can not
be verified. Again on June 2, 1942, Miiller bagged two 2 GSAP/VVS-SF Hurricanes. One year later,
April 19, 1943, Miiller had his last encounter in the air with 2 GIAP/VVS-SF, when he was shot
down by one of its aces. “Rudi” Miiller, credited with 94 aerial victories, was captured and was
brought to a Soviet airbase where he had the opportunity to meet with and talk to the pilots of 2
GIAP/VVS-SF. His final fate is unclear.
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69. Fw 190 A-5Y
Flown by Major Fritz Losigkeit, Sfab 1./JG 1, Deelen/Netherlands, April 1943.

Born in Berlin on November 17, 1913, Fritz Losigkeit began his career as fighter pilot already in
1936. Two vear later Losigkeit went to Spain and flew with J. 88 in the Condor Legion before he
was shot down and captured on February 10, 1939. With Francisco Franco’s victory, Losigkeit was
released from captivity and returned to Germany. The outbreak of World War II saw Losigkeit
serving as Staffelkapitéiin 2./JG 26. He flew over France and the English Channel until May 1941.
Then he was posted to several diplomatic missions abroad, serving as a military attaché. Once again
having returned to Germany he assumed command of IV./JG 1 (later [./JG 1) in the Home Defense
in May 1942. Following a controversy with the commander of Jagddivision 3 who accused the
fighter pilots of the Home Defense of cowardice, Losigkeit was released from his command and
sent to the Eastern Front to take charge of I11./JG 51 on June 26, 1943. He ended the war as a
Knight's Cross holder and Geschwaderkommodore of JG 77, with a total of sixty-eight victories to
his credit.

70. Bf 109 G-4
Flown by Leutnant Erich Hartmann, 7./JG 52, Taman/USSR, May 1943.

Piloting this Bf 109, Leutnant Erich Hartmann flew as a Rottenfiihrer in 7./1G 52 over the Kuban in
northwestern Caucasus during the spring of 1943. When Hartmann had arrived at IIL./JG 52 on the
Eastern Front in October 1942, it showed that he lacked combat discipline. All of this was brought
out of him by his harsh fighter trainer in first-line service, Oberfeldwebel Alfred Grislawski — one of
the toughest pilots in JG 52. It was Grislawski who gave Hartmann his nickname “Bubi™ (Little
Boy) —originally intended as a derogatory nickname. Hartmann learned much from Grislawski, and
was able to claim seventeen victories through May 1943. But the air combats over the Kuban bridge-
head in northwestern Caucasus put a terrible strain on the German pilots. After his fifth force-
landing on May 25, 1943, Hartmann was but a nervous wreck and was sent on home leave by his
commander. His plane was repaired and taken over by Unteroffizier Herbert Meissler. On May 28,
1943 Meissler went missing over Kuban in his first sortie in Hartmann’s plane. According to Soviet
sources he was forced to land on a Soviet airfield by the Soviet fighter ace Kapitan Pavel Tarasov
(24 victories). This Soviet claim however was refuted by Meissler after the war, who claims that he
simply made an erroneous navigation.
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71. Fw 190 A-5

Flown by Haupfmann Egon Mayer, Sfab 1I/JG 2, Beaumont le Roger/France,
June 1943.

Egon Mayer served with JG 2 Richthofen since December 1939, and achieved his first victory dur-
ing the German invasion of France in 1940. One year later, his score stood at twenty. In the summer
of 1942, he bagged sixteen RAF fighters in a sixteen-day-period, and achieved his fiftieth kill dur-
ing the battle of Dieppe on August 19, 1942. From November 1942, he headed I11./]G 2, and devel-
oped the tactic of attacking the U.S. heavy bombers head on. “In those days Egon Mayer’s group
perfected the twelve o’clock pass and created a great deal of havoc for our Flying Fortresses,”
recalls Edgar C. Burford, who participated in the air war over Europe as a U.S. 305 BG B-17 gunner.
Burford describes the JG 2 aces that 305 Bomb Group met over western France in 1943 as “well
trained veterans, well defended by capable wingmen, extremely good marksmen, and capable lead-
ers of anybody’s respect.” He wrote: “When it came to aerial fighting, the Germans were the profes-
sionals and we were amateurs with a great deal to learn.” On April 16, 1943, Mayer was awarded
with the Knight's Cross. On July 1, 1943, Mayer was appointed Geschwaderkommodore JG 2. On
September 6, 1943, he claimed to have knocked down three heavy bombers in nineteen minutes.
Mayer had been credited with a total of 102 victories, including twenty-five four-engine bombers,
when he was killed in combat with Thunderbolts near Montmedy on March 2, 1944, He was awarded
with the Swords to the Knight’s Cross with Oak Leaves the same day.

72. Bf 109 G-6
Flown by Hauptmann Heinrich Ehrler, Sfab lIl./JG 5, Petsamo/Finland, June 1943.

Heinrich Ehrler came from the antiaircraft artillery to a flight training school, and was posted to Jagdgruppe
Kirkenes (later I1./JG 5), with which he flew against the Soviets in the Far North from 1941. The resis-
tance from the Soviet airmen in this area was considerably stronger than in other sectors of the Eastern
Front. On February 19, 1942, three 4./JG 5 Bf 109s met six Soviet LaGG-3s, whereby Ehrler shot down
one while the German pilot Obergefrieter Gerhard Seibt was lost. On May 17, 1942, Ehrler participated
when IL/JIG 5 met the Soviet Hurricanes of 760 TAP. While Unteroffizier Karl Heinz Wellner was shot
down, Oberleutnant Ehrler knocked down the Hurricane flown by Serzhant Bazarov. As the doomed
Hurricane went down, it tore straight into a Bf 109 piloted by Unteroffizier Helmut Schattschneider. The
unfortunate German managed to nurse his badly crippled plane down to the ground and made a forced
landing far behind Soviet lines. Fifteen days later, a totally exhausted Schattschneider reached the Ger-
man lines by foot. Ehrler claimed the bulk of his successes between November 1942 and November
1944, when he increased his victory tally from forty-four to 199. However, corresponding Soviet loss
statistics can not substantiate a large share of the victories claimed by JG 5 during this period. Thus, on
August 18, 1943, only four of the twenty-one Soviet aircraft claimed shot down by JG 5 (including two
fighters as Ehrler’s 114th and 115th victories) can be found in Soviet loss statistics. By late August 1943,
a Finnish report noted that “the initiative in the air war in the Far North seems to be totally in Russian
hands.” Ehrler, who commanded JG 5 since June 1943, was held responsible for the loss of the battleship
Tirpitz in November 1944, and was court-martialed. He was nevertheless allowed to serve with Me 262-
equipped JG 7, where he got killed in action on April 4, 1945. He was credited with a total of 205
victories.
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73. Fw 190 A-5
Flown by Unteroffizier Walter Kéhne, 1./JG 1, Deelen/Netherlands, July 1943.

Kohne started his career as fighter pilot with 4./JG 52 in late 1940. On June 22, 1941, he was
seriously injured when his Bf 109 was shot down by ground fire during a low-level attack against
Soviet tanks. He returned to his unit in April 1942, and achieved a total of twelve victories on the
Eastern Front before he was shifted to 11./JG 1 (later 2./JG 1) in the Home Defense. On June 22,
1943, he knocked down his first American heavy bomber, a B-17. On February 20, 1944, another B-
17 fell before his guns as his twentieth victory, and on May 12, 1944, a B-24 became his twenty-
ninth kill. On July 14, 1944 Leutnant Kohne was appointed Sraffelkapitéin 6./JG 11. On October 6,
1944, he survived being shot down by a Thunderbolt. He paid back by destroying a Thunderbolt as
his thirtieth victory during Operation Bodenplatte on January 1, 1945. In April 1945, Kshne was
posted to [II./EJG 2 to receive training on the Me 262 jet fighter. Walter Kohne was credited with a
total of thirty confirmed victories, including twelve on the Eastern Front.

74. Bf 109 G-6

Flown by Hauptmann Wilhelm Lemke, 9./JG 3, Bad Worishofen/Germany, August
1943,

Wilhelm Lemke joined II1./JG 3 in November 1940 and would rise to one of the most successful
pilots of this unit on the Eastern Front, where he scored his first victory on June 26, 1941. On August
11, 1942, he was appointed Staffelkapitin 8./1G 3 Udet. His fiftieth victory was attained against an
I1-2 on August 25, 1942. Shortly afterward he received the Knight’s Cross. During the subsequent
Battle of Stalingrad, Lemke claimed forty-three victories. On October 21, 1942, he achieved his
seventieth victory by downing a LaGG-3 — possibly piloted by the commander of 512 AP,
Batalyonnyy Komissar Ivan Mamykin, who was killed. Recalling the air battle over Stalingrad in
1942, Mayor Boris Yeryomin of 296 IAP said: “The German hunters from the ‘Udet Wing’ taught us
many bitter lessons.” While supporting the German counter-strike that led to the re-conquest of
Kharkov on March 16, 1943, Lemke became the thirty-fourth German fighter pilot to attain his
100th victory — against a La-5. Wilhelm Lemke had amassed a total of 125 victories on the Eastern
Front when III./JG 3 Udet was transferred to Home Defense duties in August 1943. On August 17,
1943, he knocked down a U.S. 56th Fighter Group Thunderbolt. II1./JG 3 would become the most
successful Jagdgruppe in the Home Defense during the fall of 1943, and chalked up fifty victories —
all but three against American heavy bombers — against only eight combat losses from August through
December 1943. But Lemke, who was posted to I1./JG 3 as Gruppenkommandeur, was killed in
combat with Thunderbolts over the Netherlands on December 4, 1943. Wilhelm Lemke was cred-
ited with a total of 131 victories on approximately 700 combat sorties.
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75. Bf 109 G-6
Flown by Oberleutnant Rudolf Trenkel, 2./JG 52, Kuteinikovo/USSR, August 19, 1943,

Rudolf Trenkel started his career as a fighter pilot with JG 77 in February 1942. Four months later
he was posted to 2./JG 52, which by that time had just returned from a long period of rest and
recuperation in Germany. Trenkel carried out many sorties as a wingman during the German sum-
mer offensive against Caucasus in the summer of 1942, In August 1942, 1./IG 52 was posted to the
central combat zone of the Eastern Front to help out JG 51, which was in deep trouble against
superior Soviet air forces. This was Trenkel’s learning period. and from 1943 on he achieved con-
siderable personal successes. On April 16, 1943, he reached a total tally of fifty victories by down-
ing five Soviet aircraft. In May 1943, Trenkel’s unit was posted to the Kuban area, where he fre-
quently had encounters with aces such as Aleksandr Pokryshkin and Grigoriy Rechkalov of Airacobra-
equipped 16 GIAP. Trenkel became known as an almost fearless pilot with an incredible luck. On
August 19, 1943, he was awarded with the Knight's Cross for 76 victories. But after achieving his
ninety-first and ninety-second kills against two I1-2s on October 23, 1943, he was shot down and
seriously injured in combat with Yak-9s and I1-2s on November 1, 1943. Back in action again. he
reached his 100-victory-mark on July 14, 1944. By that time, the Soviet airmen had gained consid-
erable skills, and in October 1944, they shot down Trenkel five times within ten days. But Trenkel
was always lucky to survive. On March 15, 1945, he carried out his final combat sortie; he was shot
down by ground fire and was injured. Two months later, victorious Red Army troops found the 138-
victory ace in a hospital and confined him for many years. Rudolf Trenkel passed away on April 26,
2001.

76. Bf 109 G-6
Flown by Magjor Horst Carganico, Stab II./JG 5, Alakurtti/Finland, September 1943.

According a statement made by a JG 5 ace, the incident on August 12, 1942, when Carganico was
shot down behind Soviet lines and walked back to the German lines through the wilderness. turned
Carganico into a most cautious pilot. Carganico had scored his fiftieth kill in June 1942, and ten
months later, his tally stood at fifty-two. In March 1944, Major Carganico was posted to the home
defense to assume command of I./JG 5. On May 27, 1944, Carganico was instructed to scramble his
Jagdgruppe in bad weather against 930 U.S. heavy bombers and 590 medium bombers, escorted by
1,135 fighters, that flew against marshalling yards in the border area between Germany and France.
No more than 90 German fighters were brought up against this huge attack force, and Carganico’s
unit was in the forefront of the interception. Every third participating German fighter was shot down
— twenty-three were claimed by U.S. 357th Fighter Group alone. Counted among seven killed pilots
in L/JG 5 was Major Horst Carganico, who was shot down by a Mustang near Saint Dizier/France.
Horst Carganico was credited with a total of 60 victories.
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77. Fw 190 A-4
Flown by Oberfeldwebel Kurt Knappe, 7./JG 2, Poix/France, September 1943,

Born on June 2, 1918 in Berlin, Kurt Knappe belonged to the most able NCO pilots of JG 51, where
he achieved the bulk of his victories on the Eastern Front. Knappe brought home his first air kill in
June 1941. JG 51, where Knappe served as an Unteroffizier in 11. Gruppe, was the most successful
German fighter unit during the first stage of the war. At the opening of the German invasion of the
Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, it had been credited with a total of 691 aerial victories. It would
chalk up another 1,820 kills until the end of 1941. On April 7, 1942, JG 51 surpassed the 3,000-
victory-mark. On October 4, 1942, Knappe, still with the rank of an Unteroffizier, scored his fiftieth
victory. On November 3. 1942, he was awarded with the Knight’s Cross. A few days later, IL/JG 51
left the Eastern Front and was shifted to Tunisia. By that time, Knappe's score stood at fifty-one. He
was promoted to Feldwebel and, in the summer of 1943, was brought to 7./JG 2 Richthofen in
France. On September 3, 1943, when U.S. 8th Air Force and RAF dispatched a large-scale operation
against airfields and aircraft factories across northern France, the Fw 190s of JG 2 intercepted U.S.
4th Bomber Wing near Paris, without any success. In the ensuing combat, Kurt Knappe was shot
down and killed by a Spitfire pilot, probably from RAF 421 Squadron. Knappe was credited with a
total of 56 victories — 51 on the Eastern Front, and one four-engine U.S. bomber.

SR a
S

78. Fw 190 A-6

Flown by Oberfeldwebel Anton-Rudolf Piffer, 2./JG 1, Deelen/Netherlands, October
4, 1943,

On October 4, 1943, 8th USAAF dispatched about three hundred heavy bombers, the bulk of which
were directed against the city of Frankfurt. The German Home Defense mounted most of JG 1, JG 3, JG
11, JG 27 and ZG 76 against the attack force, but still managed to knock down no more than sixteen
bombers for the loss of sixteen fighters. The authorities in Frankfurt had all reason to complain over the
meager achievement by the defense forces, and three days later, Reichsmarschall Goring summoned the
Geschwaderkommodore of the Home Defense and accused them of cowardice. On October 9, 1943, the
Inspector of the Fighter Arm, Generalmajor Adolf Galland, was airborne to inspect how the German
fighter attacks against the heavy bombers’ Box formations were carried out. To his dismay, he saw how
most of his fighter pilots attacked “in an unorganized manner, disengaging while still at too large dis-
tance.” The frontal attacks against the closed formations of heavily armed B-17s and B-24s was similar
to the bloody head-on assaults on the Western Front in World War I, and it took much nerves to carry out
such attacks to the limit. The German fighter pilots that managed to cope with such attacks either were
killed after a short while, or were lucky to survive and developed into famous “Four-engine killers.” One
of the latter was 2./JG 1°s Oberfeldwebel Anton-Rudolf Piffer, who destroyed one B-17 on each of the
U.S. major raids against Germany on October 4, October 8, October 9, October 10, and October 14,
1943. On January 30, 1944, Piffer even managed to knock down two B-17s. Among Piffer’s total record
of thirty-five victories were twenty-six four-engine bombers. On June 17, 1944, Piffer was shot down

and killed in combat with RAF Mustangs over Normandy. He was posthumously awarded with the
Knight’s Cross.
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79. Fw 190 A-5/U12
Flown by Leutnant Erich Hondt, 2./JG 11, Husum/Germany, October 8, 1943.

On October 8, 1943 U.S. Eighth Air Force dispatched a large-scale raid against northwestern Ger-
many. Four days previously, the American bombers had wrought devastation in Frankfurt. The civil-
ian authorities in this city expressed severe criticism toward the fighter defense for “lacking protec-
tion. Hermann Goring summoned all the unit commanders of the Home Defense on October 7 and
threatened them to be court-martialed if the fighters did carry home their attacks with more determi-
nation. “I know what I have to do,” Oberstleutnant Hans Philipp, the Geschwaderkommodore of JG
1, said prior to take-off on this October 8. In violent clashes between 300 heavy bombers, almost as
many escort fighters and 566 German fighters, twenty-seven American bombers, three Thunder-
bolts and twenty-four German fighters were shot down. Among the killed airmen was Hans Philipp.
Oberleutnant Erich Hondt survived with severe burns.

80. Bf 109 G-6

Flown by Magjor Kurt Brandle, Stab 11./JG 3, Schiphol/Netherlands, November 3,
1943,

On November 3, 1943, the 378 U.S. fighters providing fighter escort for 566 heavy bombers that
went against Wilhelmshaven, for the forst time abandoned their previous close escort tactic, flying
in free hunting over the Low Countries and northwestern Germany. The result was an immediate
success. Most German fighters were tied up in fighter combat and were unable to break through to
the bombers, who lost only seven planes. I1./JG 3 clashed with the Thunderbolts of U.S. 4th Fighter
Group over the North Sea coast. Major Kurt Brindle, Gruppenkommandeur 11./JG 3, claimed two
P-47s (his 171st and 172nd victories), while on the American side Lt. Robert S. Johnson claimed a
Bf 109 as his 6th victory. Later that day, sixty-five B-26 Marauders of U.S. 9th Air Force were
dispatched against Major Brindle’s base at Amsterdam/Schiphol. The scrambling Bf 109s were
bounced on by escorting RAF Spitfires before they had time to assemble, and in the ensuing dog-
fight, six Bf 109s were shot down. Among the lost pilots was the Oak Leaves holder and veteran
from the first day of the war, Major Kurt Brindle. Kurt Brindle was credited with a total of 172
victories.
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81. Bf 109 G-6

Flown by Oberleufnant Heinrich Kibpper, 7./JG 1, Leeuwarden/Netherlands, No-
vember 13, 1943.

Heinrich Klopper was born on January 9, 1918. He served with L./JG 77 (later IV./JG 51) from the
onset of the war. After achieving his eighth victory on the Eastern Front. Klépper was shot down on
July 26, 1941, but survived. His most successful day was August 4, 1942, when he was credited with
the destruction of three I1-2s, a Pe-2, and a MiG-3 during three separate engagements in the Rzhev
area. That day, JG 51 brought home forty-two victories. But this also was the most difficult period in
JG 51°s history — the Battle of Britain included. During the first four days of August 1942 alone, the
heavy air battle over Rzhev on the Eastern Front cost Jagdgeschwader Mdlders twenty-two Bf 109s
shot down. Men with Klopper’s experience were badly needed to ward off the operations carried out
by increasingly aggressive and skillful Soviet fliers. On September 4, 1942, Klopper was awarded
with the Knight's Cross for sixty-five kills. With eighty-two marks on his killboard, Klépper was
posted to L./JG 2 Richthofen in France in the spring of 1943, and to the Home Defense to assume
command over 7./JG 1 in May 1943. Here he scored his ninetieth kill against a U.S. B-17 on No-
vember 3, 1943. Ten days later, Klopper contributed with one to the seven losses sustained by
Lighting-equipped U.S. 55th Fighter Group. However, Klépper’s own Bf 109 also was damaged
and he had to belly-land. On November 29, 1943, 55th Fighter Group once again lost seven Light-
nings — one of them filed as Oberieutnant Klopper's ninety-fourth kill. But during the return flight,
all three Bf 109s of Klopper’s Kette crashed due to low could ceiling. The remains of Heinrich
Klopper were found in his destroyed aircraft.

82. Bf 109 G-6
Flown by Major Gunther Rall, Stab lll./JG 52, Apostolovo/USSR, November 28, 1943,

Giinther Rall was the third top scoring ace of World War II. He was appointed Staffelkapitéin 8./JG
52 in July 1940. By that time his total tally was a single aerial victory claim — against a French Hawk
75 during a melee with GC 2/4 on May 18, 1940. His next airkill was scored against a Soviet bomber
over Romania in June 1941. He amassed another thirty-four victories over the Eastern Front until he
was shot down and seriously injured by a VVS-Southern Front Yak-1 on November 28, 1941. After
recovering from his wounds, he returned to his Szaffel in August 1942, and already by the end of that
month he had increased his victory tally to sixty-two — for which he was awarded with the Knight’s
Cross on September 3. However, the bulk of Rall’s successes were achieved in 1943. On April 20,
1943, Rall achieved his personal 116th and JG 52°s five thousandth victory. On July 6, 1943, he was
appointed Gruppenkommandeur of 111/JG 52. Two days later he achieved four victories, and again
four on July 28, 1943. He continued with another five kills on August 23, 1943. Six days later, he
reached the 200-victory-mark, as the third pilot to do so — the second in I11./JG 52 (after Hermann
Graf)! Following this, Rall was awarded with the Swords to the Knight’s Cross with Oak Leaves on
September 23, 1943. Back in action after a brief home leave, Rall brought home four victories on
October 9, 1943, and five the next day. On November 28, 1943, he became the second fighter pilot
to reach the 250-victory-mark. On April 18, 1944, Rall was transferred to command I1./JG 11 the
Home Defense. After bringing down a U.S. Thunderbolt on May 12, 1944 — his 275th and last
victory — Rall was himself shot down and sustained severe injuries. From November 1944 until the
end of the war, Giinther Rall served in the Staff of General der Jagdflieger. Giinther Rall is still
alive.
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83. Fw 190 A-6
Flown by Oberleutnant Joachim Brendel, 1./JG 51, Orel/USSR, December 1943,

Joachim Brendel was posted as a Leutnant to JG 51 shortly before the invasion of the USSR. During
the first two years he was picked to fly mainly close-support missions against Soviet ground targets.
During one of these sorties. on February 6, 1942, he was severely injured as he belly-landed and the
unreleased bomb exploded. Returning to JG 51 after recovering from his wounds, Brendel was
relieved from the hazardous fighter-bomber missions and started to fly regular fighter sorties. From
then on, his rise to fame began. On January 6 and January 18, 1943 he achieved triple victories.
Again, on March 18, 1943, he destroyed three I1-2s. In early June 1943, Brendel participated in the
large-scale air battles when Soviet aviation attacked Orel and Bryansk airdromes with large forces.
During these encounters, JG 51 claimed sixty-one victories on June 10, 1943 — three of them by
Brendel. By downing six Soviet aircraft on November 22, 1943, Brendel reached his 100-victory-
mark. The majority of these kills were achieved since the spring of 1943. As Gruppenkommandeur
of IIL/JG 51, Brendel was one of the most successful German pilots during the final stage of World
War II. On February 20 and March 18, 1945, Brendel claimed triples over East Prussia. His 189th
and last victory was attained on April 25, 1945.

84. Fw 190 A-6
Flown by Hauptmann Heinz Lange, 3./JG 51, Minsk/USSR, December 1943,

Heinz Lange, born on October 2, 1917 in Cologne, served as a fighter pilot from the first day until
the very end of the war. When the war started he was a Leutnant in 1./1G 21 (later IIL./JG 54). His
first victory was attained against an RAF Blenheim on October 30, 1939. From June 1941, Lange
served on the Eastern Front. When he was posted to JG 51 to assume command of its 3. Staffel on
November 6, 1942, his victory tally had risen to twenty. Piloting the Fw 190 with I/JG 51 — the first
unit to be equipped with this fighter on the Eastern Front — Lange developed into one of the most
successful “Shturmovik killers.” The heavy armored I11-2 Shturmovik was dubbed the “Cement
Bomber™ by the German fighter pilots, but Lange succeeded in shooting down twenty-four of this
type. “The II-2 was a dangerous opponent because it was equipped with a rear gunner,” says Lange.
“I always tried to get in position slightly below the 11-2s, from where I could hit its vulnerable
radiator.” On December 4 and December 17, 1942 he achieved double victories — all against I1-
25.0n his 500th combat sortie on January 17, 1943, Lange achieved his twenty-sixth victory. During
the remainder of the war, he carried out another 138 combat sorties, during which he increased his
victory tally to 72. On May 8, 1944, he was appointed Gruppenkommandeur of IV./JG 51, which
attained a total of 2,370 victories against 134 pilot casualties during the war. On April 12, 1945
Lange became JG 51°s last Geschwaderkommodore. His final aerial combat was fought against four
La-7s over Neubrandenburg on April 29, 1945. After the war, Lange passed the exam as a juridical
doctor, and today he lives a quiet life in Bergisch Gladbach.
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85.Mc 205V

Flown by Oberieutnant Joachim Deicke, 6./JG 77, Lagnasco/ltaly, December
28, 1943,

Following the Italian armistice in September 1943, one of the German Jagdgruppen in this country
— Hauptmann Siegfried Freytag’s 11./JG 77 — was outfitted with Italian Macchi MC 205 fighters.
This formidable fighter was highly esteemed by Hauptmann Freytag and his pilots, and only main-
tenance difficulties limited its service with the Luftwaffe. The first Luftwaffe sortie with MC 205s
was carried out against U.S. heavy bombers over Italy on November 8, 1943. Already on the follow-
ing day, Oberleutnant Franz Hrdlicka claimed the first victory while flying an MC 205, against a P-
38 Lightning of the U.S. 82nd Fighter Group. Two days later, an MC 205 of 11./JG 77 was respon-
sible for the only loss sustained by thirty-one 15th USAAF Liberators on a long-range mission
against a target in France. With the foundation of the new Fascist Italian Air Force, the MC 205s
were handed over to the Italian 1 Gruppo Caccia on the last day of 1943. During almost two months
of service with the Luftwaffe, not a single MC 205 was lost due to enemy action. Joachim Deicke,
who flew this MC 205 late in 1943, carried out a total of 661 sorties during World War 11 and scored
16 victories.
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86. Fw 190 A-6/R11Neptun
Flown by Oberleutnant Fritz Krause, 1./NJGr. 10, Wemeuchen/Germany, January 1944,

The British twin-engine high-speed Mosquito bombers, which roamed the skies above Germany day and
night from 1942 onward, constituted a constant headache to the commanders of Germany’s home defense.
It was particularly annoying to the Luftwaffe’s C-in-C, Reichsmarschall Hermann Goring, who once had
boasted that no enemy aircraft would be able to penetrate German airspace. In 1943, Goring ordered the
formation of two daytime fighter units with the main task of hunting down Mosquitoes, JG 25 and JG 50.
Both units however failed to fulfill their task and were disbanded in late 1943. Then Géring formed a night
fighter unit with the same task. Nachtjagdgruppe 10 was formed on January 1, 1944, commanded by 56-
victory night fighter ace Major Rudolf Schoenert. It was thought that NJGr. 10’s Fw 190 A-6/R11s and Bf
109 G-6s, which were able to fly considerably faster than the regular twin-engine night fighters, would be
able to out-run and catch the Mosquitoes. In order to increase speed further, the single-engine night fighters
received an extra polishing. To locate the Mosquitoes in the darkness, NJGr. 10 became first night fighter
unit to operate single-engine night-fighters equipped with radar. The idea of equipping single-engine fight-
ers with radar was launched by Jagfliegerfiihrer Oberst Gordon Gollob in late 1943, The new Riistsatz
(equipment) 11 — FuG 217 Neptun J — also allowed the fighter pilots to track down enemy aircraft in the
darkness. But in reality, NJGr. 10 was met with only limited success. In the decisive moment of air combat
— when they were about to attack — the single-engine night fighter pilots found that the staring at their radar
screens for several minutes while tracking down their opponent, had deprived their eyes of their ability to
see in the darkness. In fact, only one Mosquito was shot down by NJGr. 10 — west of Berlin on the night of
July 7//-8, 1944. The victorious pilot was Oberleutnant Fritz Krause.
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87. Fw 190 A-7

Flown by Hauptmann Alfred Grislawski, 1./JG 1, Dofmund/Germany, January 11,
1944,

Of Alfred Grislawski’s achievements during World War 11, he is most proud over the fact that he
managed to bring home his wingman safely on every single combat mission. Alfred Grislawski
carried out a total of 800 combat missions and was credited with 132 aerial victories. Among the
novice pilots that learned air combat tactics from Alfred Grislawski was Erich Hartmann, and
Hartmann earned his famous nick-name “Bubi” (“Little Boy™) from Grislawski. Counted among the
109 Soviet pilots that were shot down by Grislawski on the Eastern Front between September 1941
and June 1943 are a number of the VVS top aces. On August 5, 1943, Grislawski’s friend Major
Hermann Graf brought him to JG 50 in Wiesbaden, where Grislawski was appointed Staffelkapitiin
of 1. Staffel. During the American bomber mission against Schweinfurt and Regensburg on August
17, 1943, Grislawski knocked down two B-17s — registered as his 110th and 111th victories. Pro-
moted to Hauptmann on recommendation by Graf on October 1, 1943, Grislawski was later posted
to JG 1, where he took command of 1. Staffel. On January 24, 1944, he shot down a U.S. B-17 over
Baske/Belgium, but was also himself shot down and injured. Grislawski met a surviving crew of the
shot down B-17 at hospital. It proved that his fighter attack had came so sudden that the American
was certain that he had been shot down by heavy AAA fire. The siderudder of one of Grislawski’s
last Bf 109s is currently on display at Luftfahrtmuseum Langehagen at Hannover/Germany.

88. Fw 190 A-6 Sturmjager
Flown by Mgjor Erwin Bagcsila, Sturmstaffel 1, Dorfmund/Germany, January 30, 1944,

Born on January 27, 1910 in Budapest, Erwin Bacsila served with the Austrain Air Force in the 1930s. He joined the
Luftwaffe’s [./JG 333 (later IL/ZG 1) after his country’s Anschiuss to the Third Reich in 1938, In 1939, he flew a Bf 109
E as Gruppenadjutant in 11./ZG 1 against Poland. Shortly afterward, he was appointed Staffelkapitén of the Bf 109 D-
equipped night fighter unit 11.(N)/JG 2. On July 25, 1940, when the Staffelkapitin of 7./JG 52 , Oberleutnant Wilhelm
Keidel, was shot down and killed — by RAF 610 Squadron’s Flight Lieutenants D. S. Wilson and I. Ellis — over the
English Channel, Bacsila took charge of 7./JG 52. Bacsila led this unit in France and in Romania — where he served as
a fighter instructor to Romanian pilots — until July 11, 1941, Thereafter he served in various staff positions until he was
posted to Stab/JG 77 in September 1942, where he flew as Major Joachim Miincheberg’s wingman. In early 1944,
Bacsila volunteered to Major Horst-Giinther von Kornatzki’s new Sturmstaffel 1, which was subordinated to I./JG 1 in
the home defense. Equipped with heavily armored Fw 190s, the task of Sturmstaffel 1’s pilots was to approach the U.S.
heavy bombers from astern in close formation. The so-called Sturmjéiger then positioned themselves close behind the
B-17s, firing against their target until it was destroyed. The thick armor of their Fw 190s generally gave a good protec-
tion against the machine-gun fore from the B-17s and B-24s, but they stood little chance against U.S. escort fighters. On
January 30, 1944, Sturmstaffel 1 claimed two B-24s and a B-17 shot down but had fifteen Fw 190s destroyed or
damaged. Based on the experience of Sturmstaffel 1, a row of Sturmgruppen was later formed. Later in 1944, Bacsila
was shifted to Ekdo 16 and, in the fall of 1944, JG 301. Between January 15, 1945 and February 17, 1945, he com-
manded IV./JG 3, which was used in the ground-attack role on the Eastern Front. During the last months of the war,
Bacsila served with Me 163-equipped JG 400. He passed away in 1982. His total number of victories are unknown
some sources quote it as high as 34, but he achieved at least two kills, including one with Sturmstaffel 1.
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89. Fw 190 A-7
Flown by Haupfmann Rolf Hermichen, Stab I./JG 11, Rothenburg/Germany, March 8, 1944,

Rolf Hermichen undoubtedly was one of the toughest German airmen in World War I1. First he served as a
Zerstorer pilot with IL/ZG 1 (previously 11./SKG 210), and scored his first eleven acrial victories with a Bf 110.
From November 1941 to October 1943, he served with JG 26 — most of the time as Staffelkapitiin of 3. Staffel —
and attained another thirty-one kills with this unit. In October 1943, Hermichen was appointed
Gruppenkommandeur 1./JG 11 in the Home Defense and rapidly developed into one of the most successful
“Four-engine killers.” On February 20, 1944, Hermichen attacked the heavy bombers of U.S. 2nd Bomb Divi-
sion as they returned from their raid against Brunswick, and destroyed four Liberators in eighteen minutes. On
March 6, 1944, he led a massive formation of more than one hundred German fighters in a concentrated attack
against eighty B-17s and eight P-47s — resulting in the destruction of twenty U.S. bombers and three Thunder-
bolts for the loss of ten German fighters. Two days later, Hermichen shot down four heavy bombers in twenty-
one minutes — his victories Nos. fifty-seven through sixty. He was shot down by Mustangs on March 29, 1944
and bailed out unhurt. On April 2, 1944, Generaloberst Hans-Jirgen Stumpft, the C-in-C of Lufiflotte Reich,
awarded Hermichen with the Knight's Cross. On April 15, 1944, Hermichen contributed two to the total of
eleven U.S. Lightnings that were claimed by JG 11 (actual American losses in fact were eleven). Hermichen's
sixty-fourth victory was scored against a Mustang on April 24, 1944. He was shot down a second time on May
12, 1944, and following this, Hermichen was withdrawn from first-line service. He was posted to the staff of 2.
Jagddivision, and ended the war commanding the training unit IL/JG 104. On February 19, 1945, Hermichen
was awarded with the Oak Leaves in recognition for his achievements during the Home Defense. Rolf Hermichen
was credited with a total of 64 victories (including 26 heavy bombers) on 629 combat sorties.

90. Bf 109 G-6
Flown by Leufnant Walter Wolfrum, 5./JG 52, Grammatikovo/USSR, March 1944,

Walter Wolfrum was posted to 5./JG 52 on the Eastern Front in February 1943. On May 10, 1943,
his Bf 109 was badly shot up by a Soviet fighter. Shortly after his 20th birthday. Wolfrum scored his
first airkill on May 23, 1943, and another five would follow during the next two months. From 1943
on, the air war on the Eastern Front grew increasingly difficult to the Luftwaffe. 5./JG 52 sustained
thirteen combat losses — more than the normal outfit of a Staffel — during slightly more than five
months from late October 1943 to early April 1944. During the same period it was credited with 250
victories. On April 9, 1944, Wolfrum, promoted to Leutnant, achieved his fifty-eighth and fifty-
ninth kills by downing two Yak-7s near Karanki. But six days later he was shot down and seriously
injured by an Il-2. After recovering from his wounds, he was appointed Staffelfiihrer in 1./JG 52.
During the Battle of Iasi on the Romanian border on May 30, 1944, Wolfrum shot down eleven
Soviet fighters — his victories eighty-two through ninety-two. On July 16, 1944 — when the Germans
claimed eighty-eight Soviet aircraft shot down on the Eastern Front — Wolfrum claimed ten victories
(numbers 117 through 126) before he was shot down by a Soviet Airacobra, but again he survived.
Wolfrum returned to first-line service in February 1945, and scored another eleven victories during
the final weeks of the war, amassing a total of 137 confirmed victories on 423 combat sorties. After
the war, Wolfrum became involved with aerobatics, and 1962 he was appointed aerobatics master in
Germany. Between 1967 and 1982 he served as the trainer of the German national aerobatics team.
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91. Fw 190 A-6
Flown by Oberfeldwebel Fritz Tegtmeier, 3./JG 54, Wesenberg/Estonia, March 1944,

Born on July 30, 1917, Fritz Tegtmeier was posted to 1./JG 54 as an Unteroffizier in October 1940,
shortly after the unit had been withdrawn from offensive operations over the English Channel. On
November 17, 1940, Tegtmeier was seriously injured in a tlight accident at Jever. After he recovered
from his injuries, he joined 2./JG 54 and saw action against the USSR. He scored his first victory
already on June 22, 1941. In late spring 1943, when he had developed into one of the most success-
ful NCOs of 1./JG 54 Griinherz, he was placed as a fighter instructor for a period. After the summer
of 1943, he returned to 1./JG 54 for a third operational tour, this time with 3. Staffel. Tegtmeier
scored his 75th victory in the fall of 1943. On February 7, 1944, Tegtmeier brought home five
victories. Eleven days later, 1./JG 54 was shifted to Wesenberg/Estonia, to help counter the Soviet
offensive in this area. Operating from this base, Tegtmeier reached his 100-victory-mark in May
1944, and was promoted to Leutnant and appointed Staffelkapitiin 3./1G 54 three months later. By
that time, 1./JG 54 operated in the so-called Courland pocket in northern Latvia, and it was here that
the Geschwader achieved its 8,000th victory on August 15, 1944. Another 1,000 Soviet aircraft
would fall before the guns of the JG 54 aircraft during the next four months. In March 1945, Leutnant
Tegtmeier was instructed to fly out of the Courland pocket to join Me 262-equipped JG 7. Fritz
Tegtmeier ended the war with a total of 146 victories, all on the Eastern Front, on 700 combat
missions.

92. Fw 190 A-7

Flown by Oberfeldwebel Siegfried Zick, 7./JG 11, Oldenburg/Germany, March
23,1944,

Although Siegfried Zick achieved a total of thirty-one confirmed victories — the majority of them
during the late stage of the war — he was never awarded with the Knight's Cross. Siegfried Zick was
specialized in hunting down U.S. Lightning escort fighters, and several of the casualties in 8th
USAAF’s 20th Fighter Group and 55th Fighter Group were due to him. Zick was posted to Jagdstaffel
Miinster-Loddenheide (later 2./JG 1) in the Netherlands in June 194 1. His first victory was achieved
against an RAF Blenheim on August 12, 1941. During 8th USAAF’s first raid against Germany on
January 27, 1943, Zick managed to knock down a 44 BG Liberator. On November 13, 1943, when
JG 1 and JG 11 shot down seven U.S. 55th Fighter Group Lightnings without any loss to them-
selves, Zick scored his eighth victory. On January 5, 1944, U.S. 20th and 55th Fighter Groups lost
seven Lightnings again, and one of them ended up on Zick’s killboard as his number twelve. On
March 23, 1944, a Liberator fell before his guns as Zick’s twentieth confirmed victory. Zick’s victo-
ries must be seen against the background of the immense suffering brought upon the Luftwaffe units
in the Home Defense during this period. JG 11 suffered heavier losses than any other Luftwaffe unit
through March 1944 — it registered sixty-two fighters lost, with forty-seven pilot casualties. Zick’s
next two victories were achieved against Lightnings from U.S. 20th Fighter Group and 55th Fighter
Group on April 13, 1944. Another 20th Fighter Group Lightning was shot down by Zick on May 22,
1944,
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93. Bf 109 G-5/AS
Flown by Major Gunther Specht, Stab I1./JG 11, Ludwigslust/Germany, April @, 1944,

Giinther Specht started his combat career as a Zerstdrer pilot with 1./ZG 26. On September 29, 1939,
when eleven RAF 83 Squadron Handley-Page Hampden bombers attacked two German destroyers
near Helgoland, Specht was responsible for two of the five that were shot down. However, on De-
cember 3, 1939, when 24 Wellington bombers attacked Helgoland, Specht was himself shot down
and lost the sight on his left eye. He nevertheless returned to first-line service and achieved another
four kills before the severe pain in his injured eye rendered him unfit for combat duty. In late 1942
he was then posted to 10./JG 1, where he achieved his seventh victory against a U.S. 8th Air Force
Ist Bomb Wing B-17 on February 26, 1943. In March 1943 he was appointed Staffelkapitiin 7./JG 1,
and due to his proven leadership talent, he was promoted to command I1./JG 11. “T have never met
an officer who made such a strong impression on me as Specht,” wrote Leutnant Heinz Knoke, who
served under his command in I1./JG 11: “Specht is a typical, conscientious Prussian soldier. He is
Spartanic demanding toward himself, and he is just as demanding toward his subordinates.” On
April 8, 1944, Specht was awarded the Knight’s Cross, and twenty days later he was appointed
Geschwaderkommodore JG 11. Oberstleutnant Giinther Specht failed to return from the fateful
Operation Bodenplatte on January 1, 1945, when a massive fighter-bomber attack was launched
against Allied air bases in Belgium and France. He was credited with a total of 34 aerial victories.

94. Fw 190 A-6
Flown by Major Anton Hackl, Stab 1Il./JG 11, Oldenburg/Germany, April 11, 1944,

Anton Hackl was credited with 118 victories and awarded with the Knight's Cross with Oak Leaves
when his 5./JG 77 was transferred from the Eastern Front to North Africa in the fall of 1942. He
would attain another five victories in this combat zone before he was shot down and injured in
combat with U.S. B-17s over Tunisia on February 4, 1943. In early summer of 1943, Hackl was
posted to Stab/IG 11 in the Home Defense, and on October 1, 1943 he assumed command over I11./
JG 11. On April 11, 1944, Hackl brought down a Liberator as his 141st victory. Following his 150th
victory he was awarded with the Swords to the Knight’s Cross with Oak Leaves on July 13, 1944, In
August 1944, Hackl was assigned to lead the new JG 76 (formed on the basis of parts of ZG 1 and
7G 76). He then took command of IL/JG 26 in October 1944. On December 23, 1944, when he
carried out his first sortie with an Fw 190 D-9, Hackl downed a Mustang, a Lancaster, and a Mos-
quito in four minutes. During Operation Hermann/Bodenplatte — the disastrous large-scale attack
against Allied airbases in France and Belgium on New Year’s Day 1945 — Hackl brought home his
173d victory by bagging a Spitfire. Two weeks later, a 366th Fighter Group Thunderbolt and a 78th
Fighter Group Mustang ended up as his 174th and 175th victories. Shortly afterward he was ap-
pointed Geschwaderkommodore ot JG 300 — where his last great success was achieved when he, on
February 3, 1945, led JG 300 against a large formation of U.S. heavy bombers, resulting in the claim
for thirty-six bombers and nine escort fighters shot down. On February 20, 1945, Hackl returned to
JG 11, which he would command until the end of the war. Anton Hackl carried out more than one
thousand combat sorties from 1939 to 1945, he was shot down eight times, and was credited with
192 confirmed and 24 unconfirmed victories. He passed away in 1984.
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95. Bf 109 G-6
Flown by Mgjor Klaus Mietusch, Stab IIl./JG 26, Lille-Nord/France, April 1944,

Klaus Mietusch served with JG 26 from 1938 until 1944. JG 26 historian Don Caldwell characterized him
as “a wild man in the air” who paid “no apparent heed to his own personal safety or that of his pilots.”
Mietusch was shot down himself at least ten times. But it was only after he, in September 1941, had
succeeded Oberleutnant Joachim Miincheberg as Staffelkapitin 7./JG 26 that Mietusch was able to over-
come his feeling of lacking competence as fighter pilot. In 1942, Mietusch became one of the first German
pilots to score victories against U.S. airmen; his fifteenth victory was achieved against an American Spit-
fire pilot of RAF 71 (Eagle) Squadron on April 12, 1942, and another two American pilots serving with the
RAF fell before his guns on August 19, 1942. On October 9, 1942, Mietusch was credited with the destruc-
tion of two four-engine bombers during the first really effective Luftwaffe interception of a formation of
U.S. heavy bombers. In early 1943, 7./JG 26 was posted to the Eastern Front, where Mietusch was injured
on March 20, 1943. Back in action, he claimed four Soviet aircraft shot down on May 21 (his victories Nos
31 through 33), and five (Nos 38 through 42) on June 18, 1943. Shortly afterward he was sent back West to
assume command of ITL/JG 26. On July 17, 1944, after he had downed a Spitfire for his seventy-first kill,
Mietusch was shot down and injured by a 411 RCAF Spitfire. On September 17, 1944, Mietusch finally
ran out of luck. During a dogfight over the Dutch-German border, he was out-turned and shot down by Lt.
William R. Beyer, a Mustang pilot in the 361st U.S. Fighter Group’s 376th Squadron. Mietusch had no
chance to bail out, and followed the crippled Bf 109 down to a certain death. He had scored his 75th victory
— against another 361st Fighter Group Mustang — on his 452d and last combat sortie only minutes earlier.
Lieutenant Beyer would return to the States with a tally of nine confirmed kills on 87 combat missions.

96. Bf 109 G-6/ASy
Flown by Hauptmann Ludwig-Wilhelm Burkhardt, 7./JG 1, Paderbom/Germany, April 1944,

Ludwig-Wilhelm Burkhardt came from the antiaircraft artillery to flight training. In 1941 he was posted to
ErgGr/IG 77 in Romania, and in April 1942 joined I1./JG 77 in the Crimea on the Eastern Front. His first victory
was achieved against an I-153 biplane of Soviet 214 ShAP on May 3, 1942. In early July 1942, IL/JG 77 was
posted to the Voronezh area, where this Gruppe soon stood as the only German Jagdgruppe against two Soviet
air armies. But the inexperienced and poorly trained pilots and commanders of General-Mayor Yevgeniy
Beletskiy’s Soviet 1st Fighter Aviation Army (1 IA) proved to be easy victims to the experts of IL./JG 77.
Between July 5 and July 11, 1942, 1 IA registered ninety-three aircraft missing in combat, plus twenty-three that
force-landed in Soviet-controlled territory. I1./JG 77’s main task however was to combat the large numbers of Il-
2 ground-attack planes that dealt bloody losses to the German ground troops, and for this they developed a
special tactic — they aimed at shooting the tailfins of the heavily armored Il-2s to pieces. While I1./JG 77 aces
such as Oberleutnants Heinrich Setz and Erwin Clausen, and Feldwebel Emnst-Wilhelm Reinert bagged four,
five or even more Soviet aircraft at a time, Burkhardt increased his tally to twenty on July 19 and thirty on July
26, 1942. When I1./IG 77 brought home thirty-five victories for six own Bf 109s shot down on August 12,
Burkhardt achieved his fortieth through forty-second victories. On September 22, 1942, he was awarded with
the Knight’s Cross for 53 victories. In the fall of 1942, I1./]JG 77 was posted to North Africa, where Burkhardt
was injured by a grenade explosion on the ground. He returned to JG 77 to assume command of I1./JG 77 in
August 1943. Following a controversy with a superior officer, he was relieved from his command and posted to
1./Jagdgruppe Siid — later to JG 1, where he assumed command of 7. Staffel. In July 1944 a severe bout with
malaria left Burkhardt unfit for frontline service. He ended the war training on Me 262s with [II./EJG 2. Burkhardt
was credited with a total of 68 confirmed victories.

L T R e e e e e e O S A e e R P |






97. Fw 190 A-7
Flown by Major Heinz Bar, Stab I1./JG 1, Stérmende/Germany, April 22, 1944,

When L/JG 77 arrived to Sicily in early July 1942 to participate in the air offensive against Malta,
this Jagdgruppe was commanded by the most successful fighter pilot by that time — Hauptmann
Heinz Bir, credited with 113 victories. Four British aircraft fell before Bér’s guns over Malta before
the unit was shifted to North Africa in October 1942. On November 3, 1942, the day when the Battle
of El Alamein was decided, Bir knocked down five Kittyhawk fighters, increasing his tally to 123.
During the combats over Tunisia between January and April 1943, Bir increased his tally from 139
to 177. But the combat strain inevitably wore down Biir’s physical and mental strength, and in the
summer of 1943 he was released from his command under humiliating forms. Later he was posted
to JG 1 as a Staffelkapitdn, in order to “rehabilitate” himself. Heinz Biir was not the only ace to be
sent away by Oberstleutnant Johannes Steinhoff, the Geschwaderkommodore of JG 77; he shared
this fate with Hans-Joachim Marseille, Emst-Wilhelm Reinert, Ludwig-Wilhelm Burkhardt, and
others. In JG 1, Bir once again proved that there were few who could compete with him regarding
skills as a fighter pilot. At 2008 hours on April 22, 1944, Heinz Bir destroyed a B-17 for his two
hundredth victory. In late 1944 he was trained to fly the Me 262 jet fighter, and in 1945 he succeeded
Generalleutnant Adolf Galland as the last commander of JV 44. Heinz Bér, who carried out about
1,000 combat sorties and was credited with 220 victories, including 96 against Soviet aircraft, died
in a light plane crash on April 28, 1957.

98. Bf 109 G-6
Flown by Oberfeldwebel Dieter Rusche, 2./JG 302, Helsinki-Malmi/Finland, May 1944,

In early 1944, Josef Stalin personally instructed the Soviet strategic bomber fleet, the ADD. o initiate a concen-

trated night bomber offensive against the Finnish capital of Helsinki. The intention was to exert pressure on e,
Finland’s government to break its ties with Germany. When two hundred ADD aircraft opened the bombings on 2
the night of February 6/7, Hitler grew greatly concerned. The Luftwaffe was instructed to immediately dispatch
the radar ship Togo plus fifteen single-engine Bf 109 night fighters of 1./JG 302, which was based at Helsinki-
Malmi Airdrome. When 420 Soviet bombers were sent out against Helsinki on the night of February 16/17, the
Bf 109 fighters intercepted and claimed two shot down. During the third raid, in which more than six hundred I1-
4s, B-25s, Li-2s and TB-3s participated, 1./JG 302 brought down four Soviet aircraft. In recognition for these
feats, six 1./JG 302 pilots — including Oberfeldwebel Dieter Rusche — were awarded with the Finnish Aviator’s
Award. Through a combination of the night fighters’ psychological impact and a highly effective Finnish anti-
aircraft system, the raids against Helsinki failed to cause any considerable damage. Instead, the ADD was able
Lo carry out a successful attack against the Estonian capital of Tallinn on the night of March 9/10, wrecking more
than half the city’s houses and killing more than one thousand people. However, during the ADD’s effort against
Tallinn on the night of March 22/23, the German defense was alert. Together with AAA artillery, twin-engine
fighters of 4./NJG 100 and 1./NJG 200, and possibly also the Bf 109s of L./JG 302, filed a total of twenty-three
victory claims during this operation. In the spring of 1944, 1./JG 302 was transferred to Hungary, where
Oberfeldwebel Dieter Rusche’s first aerial victory was granted to him on June 9, 1944 when he managed to
damage a Liberator so severely that it was forced to leave its combat formation. Three minutes later, in his next
attack, he destroyed another Liberator near Regensburg. During the month of July. he knocked down another
three Liberators over Hungary and Austria.
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99. Fw 190 A-8
Flown by Major Kurt Buhligen, Stab/JG 2, France, June 9, 1944,

Following the death of Major Kurt Ubben on April 27, 1944, Major Kurt Biihlingen assumed com-
mand of JG 2 Richthofen, which he would lead until the end of the war. This was the period of the
downfall of the Luftwaffe. JG 2 alone lost fifty-two aircraft and twenty-five pilots through April
1944, In the summer of 1944, Biihlingen led his Geschwader during the difficult air fighting over
the Normandy landing beaches, which cost his JG 2 a loss of seventy-nine fighters in June 1944
alone. On June 7, 1944, two Thunderbolts were chalked up as Biihlingen’s 100th and 101st victo-
ries. He thus became one of the first fighter pilots to reach the 100-victory-mark in the western
combat theatre. On August 14, 1944, when Biihlingen’s victory tally stood at 104, he was awarded
with the Swords to the Knight’s Cross with Oak Leaves. Biihlingen survived the war with a total of
112 victories, all against the RAF and the USAAF, on 700 combat sorties. He was shot down three
times. In May 1945, Biihlingen ended up in Soviet captivity and would not be released until five
years later. Kurt Biihlingen passed away in 1985, at the age of sixty-seven.

100. Fw 190 A-7
Flown by Oberleutnant Otto Kittel, 3./JG 54, Riga-Skulte/Latvia, June 23, 1944,

Otto Kittel was a quiet and calm young pilot, and still developed into one of the top scoring fighter aces of
World War II. In the fall of 1941 the short-in-growth 24-year-old Unteroffizier Otto Kittel had just received
his “wings” and was posted to 2./JG 54 on the northern sector of the Eastern Front. Intercepting large
formations of I1-2s in the Leningrad sector on February 19, 1943, JG 54 Griinherz claimed thirty Soviet
aircraft shot down. With one of the last kills on that day, Feldwebel Kittel scored his thirty-ninth and the
4.000th victory of the Geschwader. The recognition that Kittel — or “Bruno,” as he was called — received
from this opened the gates to his outstanding row of success in the next two years. Eight months later he
reached his 100-victory-mark. On October 29, 1943, Oberfeldwebel Kittel was awarded with the Knight’s
Cross. Following his 150th victory on April 8, 1944, he was promoted to Leuinant and put in charge of the
new 2./JG 54 on the Eastern Front. At 1206 hours on February 16, 1945 four Fw 190 A-8s led by Oberleutnant
Otto Kittel of 2./JG 54 took off from an airbase in the Kurland pocket. The mission was free hunting over
the frontline area near Dzukste. After only seven minutes the German fighters spotted fourteen I1-2s that
were bombing and shooting rockets at German ground troops from an altitude of 450 feet. Oberleutnant
Kittel radioed an attack order. The 11-2 Shturmoviks were flying in a row, one after another, and Kittel
attacked from the right hand side. His wingman Oberfihnrich Renner wrote: “Flying at a distance of about
300 feet from Obl1. Kittel I saw him dive beneath and behind an 11-2 and attack it. Behind us two other Il-
2s pulled up sharply. In the next moment an explosion was seen in his cockpit and the aircraft started to
descend.” Kittel’s Fw 190 tore into the ground with its starboard wing, caught fire, and then exploded. Otto
Kittel, victor in 267 aerial combats and the highest scoring fighter pilot to fall prey to the enemy, had no
chance whatsoever of surviving.
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101. Fw 190 A-8

Flown by Leufnant Hans Dorfenmann, 2./JG 54, Villacoublay/France, June 26,
1944,

Born on December 11. 1921, Hans Dortenmann was drafted into the Wehrmacht as an infantry
soldier in 1941. Shortly afterward. he applied for pilot training, and was trained as a fighter pilot.
With the rank of a Leutnant, he arrived to 1./JG 54 on the central combat zone of the Eastern Front in
the fall of 1943. Following severe battles with a reinforced Soviet air force throughout 1943, 1./JG
54 was hurriedly shifted to Estonia in early 1944 to meet the new Soviet offensive in this sector.
During these battles, Leurnant Dortenmann shot down sixteen Soviet aircraft. In the spring of 1944,
2./JG 54, to which Dortenmann belonged, was surprisingly transferred to the home defense, and it
was in this area that Dortenmann would score the bulk of his success. In June 1944, 2./JG 54 was
among the first Luftwaffe units to counter the Allied invasion at Normandy. The air fighting against
an overwhelmingly numerical superiority in the air over Normandy resulted in very heavy Luftwaffe
losses. During June and July 1944, 2./JG 54 alone sustained fourteen pilot casualties, including
fifty-eight-victory ace Leutnant Horst Forbig. As one of the few survivors of 2./1G 54, Dortenmann
was later posted to III./JG 54, where he learned to fly the new Fw 190 D. He ended the war as
Staffelkapitin of 3./JG 26, with 38 victories to his credit — achieved on only 150 combat sorties.

102. Fw 190 A-8/R2

Flown by Leutnant Hans Weik, 10. (Sfurm)/JG 3, Memmingen/Germany, July 7,
1944,

The Sturmgruppe 1V./JG 3 was one of the nineteen Jagdgruppen that were rushed to France to
counter the Allied invasion at Normandy in June 1944, Eight of these Jagdgruppen, including IV./
JG 3, were assigned to carry out hazardous fighter-bombing missions against the landing beaches.
After only a week, the costly fighter-bomber missions were abandoned and IV./JG 3 returned to the
home defense. The first major operation after the Sturmgruppe’s return to Memmingen Airdrome in
Germany was directed against the formations of 8 USAAF heavies that flew against oil industry
targets on July 7, 1944. At 0940 hours, IV./JG 3 caught the Liberators of 492nd Bomb Group with-
out fighter escort, and shot down twelve in a single strike. Shortly afterward, the battered 492d was
disbanded, after no more than three months of operations. Leutnant Hans Weik contributed to the
deathblow against this Bomber Group by knocking down a Liberator as his 35th kill on July 7, 1944.
Weik had achieved his first eleven victories with Stab/JG 3 on the Eastern Front in March and April
1943. In early 1944, he was posted to the new IV.(Sturm)/JG 3 in the home defense, and immedi-
ately became one of that unit’s most successful “Four-engine killers.” Eleven days after the famous
battle against 492nd Bomb Group, Weik was shot down and seriously injured in combat against
U.S. B-17s near Kempten/Germany. Recovering from his wounds, he received transitional training
for Me 262 at Lechfeld, but never saw first-line action again. He was credited with a total of 36
victories, achieved on approximately 100 combat sorties, and was awarded with the Knight’s Cross.
Hans Weik passed away on June 5, 2001.
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103. Fw 190 A-8/R2

Flown by Hauptmann Wilhelm Moritz, Stab IV.Sturm/JG 3, Memmingen/Germany,
July 18, 1944,

Wilhelm Moritz was a Zerstirer pilot with 11./ZG 1 as the war broke out. and served as Staffelkapiicin
of 6./1G 77 with the rank of an Oberleutnant between November 1940 and January 1941, in both
Norway and on the English Channel. After leading the operational Staffel of Jagdfliegerschule 4
more than a year, he led the formation of the new 11./JG 1 in March 1942. On September 10, 1942,
he was posted to the Eastern Front, where he assumed command of 12./JG 51. The veterans of
Geschwader Milders received the new Staffelkapitin who had not scored any victories with skepti-
cism. Moritz earned respect for the great care that he took for his subordinates, but his thirteen
months on the Eastern Front did not result in any remarkable individual success in air combat. On
most missions, 12./JG 51 was commanded in the air by a more skillful veteran, Leurnant Rudolf
Wagner, who scored eighty-one victories before he was killed in action in December 1943. Moritz’s
rise to fame began in the home defense. In April 1944, he was appointed commander of IV.(Sturm)/
JG 3, and returned from almost every engagement with U.S. heavy bombers with new victories.
During the battle against U.S. 492nd Bomb Group on July 7. 1944, Moritz achieved his fortieth
victory. On July 18, 1944, he was awarded with the Knight’s Cross. Under Moritz’s command, IV./
JG 3 developed into the most successful Jagdgruppe of the home defense. On December S5, 1944,
Moritz was removed from first-line service due to a complete mental and physical exhaustion. In
April 1945, he returned to combat service as Gruppenkommandeur of 11./JG 4. Wilhelm Moritz
carried out more than 500 combat missions and was credited with 44 aerial victories.

104. Fw 190 A-6
Flown by Hauptmann Horst Ademeit, Stab 1./JG 54, Daugavpils/Latvia, July 1944,

Horst Ademeit was born on February 8, 1912 in Breslau. After completing his fighter pilot training
he was posted — with the rank of an Unteroffizier —to 1./JG 54 at the English Channel in the summer
of 1940. Ademeit soon demonstrated to be both courageous and dutiful. During an escort mission
for IL/LG 2 fighter-bombers against London’s Tilbury Docks on September 18, 1940, Ademeit was
shot down by a Hurricane into the English Channel. He nevertheless survived and was rescued by
the Seenotkommando. Since Ademeit mainly served in the role of a wingman, he did not achieve
more than one victory during the Battle of Britain. His second kill was obtained on the Eastern Front
in 1941, where he first served with 11./JG 54. Until May 1942, his victory tally had reached twenty-
one. His rise to fame came in 1943, when he was promoted to the rank of a Leutnant. On April 16,
1943, when he had reached a score of fifty-three victories, he became JG 54’s thirtieth Knight's
Cross holder. In early 1944, he succeeded Hauptmann Walter Nowotny as [./JG 54s
Gruppenkommandeur, and he led this unit during the difficult retreat to the Courland pocket later
that year. He was awarded the Oak Leaves for approximately 120 victories on March 2. 1944. On
August 8. 1944 Ademeit took off at 1445 hours to lead four Fw 190s on a free hunting sortie in the
Kreuzberg area/Courland. At 1517, they intercepted ten I1-2s and Yak-9s. Three minutes later, Ademeit
attacked an II-2 from astern without being able to score any result. He was next seen to pursue
another I1-2. The last thing his wingman, Gefreiter Biebrichter, saw was the I1-2 and Ademeit’s Fw
190 disappearing into a thick smoke cloud from fire on the ground. A few minutes later, Ademeit’s
Fw 190 crashed. hit by machine-gun bullets from the ground, killing the pilot on impact. Horst
Ademeit was credited with a total of 166 aerial victories, all but one on the Eastern Front.
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105. Me 262 A-1a

Flown by Oberfeldwebel Helmut Lennartz, Erprobungskormmando 262, Lechfeld/Germany,
August 15, 1944,

Helmut Lennartz flew with 5./JG 11 in the Home Defense as an Unteroffizier at least from the spring of 1943.
On May 14, 1943, he followed the example of his Staffelkapitiin, Leutnant Heinz Knoke, and destroyed a B-17
by dropping a bomb against a formation of heavy bombers over the German Bight. During take-off from Marx
Airdrome in Germany on October 18, 1943, Lennartz crashed into another parked Bf 109 and was only lucky to
survive. Three months later, Lennartz was posted to Hauptmann Werner Thierfelder’s Erprobungskommando
262, the first Me 262-equipped Luftwaffe unit, although non-operational. The jet aircraft training however was
severely hampered through an acute lack of aircraft. On July 18, 1944, Thierfelder was killed in a flight acci-
dent. On August 15, 1944, Lennartz became the first Me 262 pilot to shoot down a U.S. heavy bomber —a 303rd
Bomb Group B-17, which was added to the six aircraft this unit had lost to IV./JG 3 one hour earlier. Shortly
afterward, Ekdo. 262 was officially made operational, and at least eight more kills were achieved during the
next four weeks. Later in September 1944, the famous Major Walter Nowotny arrived to assume command of
the unit, which from then became known as Kommando Nowotny. Lennartz’s next victory was achieved against
a 44 BG Liberator on October 7, 1944. Five days later. he blew an U.S. 364th Fighter Group Mustang out of the
sky. Following Major Nowotny's death on November 8, 1944, Kommando Nowotny was redesignated into I11./
JG 7. On March 3, 1945, Lennartz shot down an U.S. 3rd Air Division B-17 near Brunswick. Sixteen days later,
he bagged one of the three 45 BW B-17s that went lost to II1./JG 7. On April 10, 1945, Oberfeldwebel Lennartz
contributed with a Mustang to the sixteen U.S. aircraft claimed shot down by JG 7. But this was a Pyrrhic
victory, with JG 7 losing twenty-seven Me 2625 and nineteen pilots. Helmut Lennartz ended the war with a total
of 14 confirmed victories.

106. Bf 109 G-14/AS

Flown by Oberleutnant Emnst Scheufele, 14./JG 4, Reinersdorf/Germany, October
1944,

R

Ernst Scheufele joined 1./JG 5 in April 1942. After flying fighter cover over the Norwegian western
coast for eighteen months, without seeing much combat, he was transferred to 11/JG 5 on the
“Murmansk front” as a Leutnant in October 1943. Oberleutnant Theodor Weissenberger, the formi-
dable ace heading 6./JG 5, adopted the experienced Leutnant as wingman. By that time, Weissenberger
had amassed 114 victories. Shortly afterward, I1./JG 5 left the Far North and was transferred to the
Leningrad sector, where the Soviets had opened a powerful offensive. Scheufele told the authors
that with Weissenberger in the air, the German fighter pilots still in the beginning of 1944 felt
superior toward the Soviets. Escorting a formation of Ju 87s against Dno on February 1, 1944, the
pilots of II./JG 5 got entangled in a combat with thirty La-5s. While Weissenberger bagged five La-
5s within eight minutes, Scheufele was able to shoot down one for his fourth personal victory. In
October 1944, the Gruppe was renamed IV./JG 4 in the Home Defense. During a close-support
mission against U.S. troops in the Aachen area on December 3, 1944, JG 4 lost sixteen pilots. One of
them was the Staffelkapitin of 14./JG 4, Oberleutnant Ernst Scheufele, who nevertheless was lucky
to survive and was captured. Scheufele was credited with a total of 18 confirmed victories.
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107. Me 262 A-1a

Flown by Leutnant Franz Schall, Kommando Nowotny, Achmer/Germany, Octo-
ber 28, 1944,

Franz Schall, born on June 1, 1918 in Austria, served as an AAA gunner until 1940. Trained as a
fighter pilot, he was posted to [./JG 52 on the Eastern Front in February 1943. He had a slow start,
achieving his seventh victory on July 15, 1943. On November 11, 1943, he was shot down and
injured by AAA near Kerch. His rise to fame began only in 1944. On August 31, 1944, he achieved
his 106th victory by claiming thirteen Soviet aircraft shot down. When he was posted to Me 262-
equipped Kommando Nowomy in October 1944, his score stood at 117. On October 7, 1944, Leutnants
Franz Schall and Helmut Lennartz scored the first victories of Me 262-equipped Kommando Nowotny
when they shot down two U.S. 44 BG Liberators. On November 6, 1944, Schall achieved his next
victory against a Thunderbolt. Two days later — during the mission when the unit commander Major
Walter Nowotny was killed — Schall destroyed three Mustangs, the last piloted by 357 FG’s Warren
Corwin, but then both engines of his Me 262 seized. The helpless German pilot was attacked from
above by U.S. 357 FG’s Lieutenant James W. Kenney. and Schall was lucky to survive and bail out.
In 1945, he was posted to IG 7, and when he was killed during a landing accident on April 10, 1945,
he had shot down sixteen Allied aircraft while flying an Me 262.

108. Bf 109 G-14
Flown by Leutnant Horst Schlick, 4./JG 77, Schonwalde/Germany, Novermber 1944,

Horst Schlick arrived as a 20-years-old Unterofffizier to 1.(J)/LG 2 (later I./JG 77) on the Eastern
Front early in 1942. Flying as the wingman of the ace Oberleutnant Erwin Clausen, Schlick scored
his first victory against an I-16 on February 22, 1942, But his stay on the Eastern Front would be
short-lived. One month later he was shot down in River Donets and barely made it over to the
German lines. The majority of Schlick’s successes were scored over the Mediterranean area, where
1./1G 77 was deployed from May 1942. After achieving five kills over Malta, Schlick was rushed to
the Battle of El Alamein, where he downed a Hurricane of No. 274 Squadron as his eighth victory on
November 2. 1942. Four months later, Schlick achieved his 20th against a Spitfire over Tunisia.
Schlick remained in service in the Mediterranean for more than a year. His 30th victory was scored
against a 15th USAAF Mustang over northern Italy on April 16, 1944, On September 12, 1944,
Schlick was one of seventy-four German fighter pilots to be shot down by fighters and heavy bomb-
ers of the U.S. 8th Air Force. But Schlick survived and ended the war flying an Me 262 with JG 7.
Horst Schlick carried out a total of 480 combat missions and achieved at least 32 victories.
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109. Bf 109 K-4
Flown by Leutnant Heinrich Hackler, 11./JG 77, Neuruppin/Germany, November 1944.

For JG 77 Herzas, Operation Bodenplatte — the Luftwaffe’s massive strafing operation against Allied airbases in
France and Belgium early on New Year’s Day 1945 — resulted in a tragedy. The task was to attack Deurne Air-
drome near Antwerp. The Jagdgeschwader took off with about sixty Bf 109s, who were guided by a Ju 88 to the
target. The problem started when the formation reached Rotterdam, where the German antiaircraft batteries opened
an intense fire against the fighter-bombers. The formation continued, and went down to the deck as it crossed the
frontline, where it again became subject to ground fire. Because of the mist and the low flight altitude, the JG 77
pilots were unable to locate their target immediately. A total chaos broke out when some of the pilots started
climbing in order to try and find the target, while others remained circling at low altitude. While they continued
circling aimlessly northeast of Antwerp, Allied AAA was firing at the Messerschmitts. Scattered groups of Bf 109s
managed to locate Deurne Airdrome and carried out strafing attacks that damaged fourteen and destroyed one
RAF 266 Squadron Typhoon — the oldest and most worn out Typhoon in the unit’s inventory. Other JG 77 pilots
found and raided Woensdrecht Airdrome, which was practically deserted. Finally, the unit turned homeward, split
into Bf 109s flying individually or in small groups — still subjected to anti-aircraft fire over hostile territory. The
January 1, 1945 operation cost JG 77 a total of eleven Bf 109s and eleven pilots. Among the casualties was 11.
Staffel’s Kapitin, Leutnant Heinrich Hackler. Hackler was a veteran who had served with JG 77 since 1941.
Although Hackler never achieved any particularly conspicuous victory rows, the experience that he amassed
turned him into one of the backbones of III./JG 77. Hackler had achieved his first aerial victory on the Eastern
Front on June 26, 1941, and in May 1942 he scored his thirtieth. When he was awarded with the Knight's Cross on
August 19, 1944, his score stood at sixty-seven. Heinrich Hackler’s final score is unknown, at least sixty-seven
confirmed victories.

110. Fw 190 A-8
Flown by Major Walther Dahl, Stab/JG 300, Jutebog/Germany, December 1944,

Walther Dahl, born on March 27, 1916, belonged to various staff positions in JG 3 since 1940. Serving with Stab
I1./JG 3, he scored his first victory against a Soviet MiG-3 on June 22, 1941. During Operation Barbarossa, when
Dahl regularly flew as the famous Gruppenkommandeur Hauptmann Gordon Gollob’s wingman, Dahl achieved
rather modest successes. His total victory tally stood at seventeen when 11./JG 3 left the Eastern Front to be shifted
to Sicily in late fall of 1941. His rise to fame came when he served as adjutant of JG 3’s commander, Oak Leaves
holder Hauptmann Wolf-Dietrich Wilcke, at Stalingrad in 1942-1943. During the final stage of the Battle of
Stalingrad, Dahl achieved a large number of victories in a quick succession. On October 17, 1942, Soviet 512
IAP’s Starshiy Leytenant Ignatiy Biryukov force-landed his Yak-1 and was registered as Hauptmann Walther
Dahl’s thirtieth victory. On October 25, Dahl claimed three victories, next day four, and three again on November
30. 1942, On July 20, 1943, Dahl was appointed Gruppenkommandeur of 111./JG 3, which he led in the home
defense from August 1943, Under Dahl’s command, II1./JG 3 proved to be one of the most successful home
defense fighter units during the fall of 1943. This led to Dahl being awarded with the Knight’s Cross on March 11,
1944, and two months later he was assigned to lead the day fighter forces in southern Germany. In this position,
Dahl became particularly enthusiastic over the Sturmjéiger tactic, and for this reason he was on June 26, 1944
appointed Geschwaderkommodore JG 300, which united all Sturmgruppen. Finally, on January 26, 1945, his old
Gruppenkommandeur Oberst Gordon Gollob — now Galland’s successor as General der Jagdflieger — had Dahl
promoted to Inspector of the Day Fighters. Walther Dahl survived the war with a total of 128 victories. He passed
away on November 25, 1985.
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111. Bf 109 K-4

Flown Feldwebel Hans Rossner, 12./JG 77, Dusseldorf/Germany, December 23
1944,

The Germans were aided by adverse weather conditions that hampered Allied flight activity when
they launched their Ardennes offensive on the Western Front on December 16, 1944. But on Decem-
ber 23, 1944, the skies cleared, and the Allied air forces dispatched approximately five thousand
sorties against German troops and lines of communication. The Germans countered with an all-out
effort — 800 sorties were carried out. Large-scale air battles developed. I. and I1./JG 11 caught the B-
26 Marauders of 9th USAAF 391 BG without escort, and blew sixteen out of the sky. In total, 9th
USAAF reported thirty-five medium bombers missing, with another 188 returning with various
degrees of battle damage. But in general, the Allied fighters had the upper hand. JG 11 paid a terrible
price, thirty-five aircraft and seventeen pilots were lost. JG 77 also suffered heavily, registering
twenty-three aircraft shot down. Among the pilots that were killed was 12./1G 77’s Feldwebel Hans
Rossner. Rossner had been posted to JG 77 in early 1944 and had been credited with twelve victo-
ries. A total of 135 German fighters were shot down on December 23, 1944. The bulk of them were
shot down by U.S. fighters. who claimed a staggering 134 victories.

112. Fw 190 D-9

Flown by Feldwebel Werner Hohenberg, 4./JG 2, Marzhausen/Germany, January
1, 1945,

Werner Hohenberg was posted to 8./JG 52 on the Eastern Front in July 1942, after completing his
fighter pilot training at Jagdergéinzungsgruppe Ost. Later he was shifted to 7./1G 52, where he flew
as Erich Hartmann’s wingman. Hohenberg’s most successful day in terms of aerial victories was
July 5, 1943, during the Battle of the Kursk Bulge, when he achieved four victories. But the Luftwattfe’s
own losses also were considerable. Four days after the opening of the German offensive on July 5.
1943, only three pilots remained in 7./JG 52. On July 9, 1943, Hohenberg was shot down and
severely injured. While he was treated for his wounds, he was awarded with the German Cross in
Gold for his previous feats. After recovering from his wounds, Hohenberg was posted to Stab 1./]1G
2 at Usingen/Germany in November 1944. During the infamous ©peration Bodenplatte on January
1, 1945, JG 2 was assigned to attack St Trond Airdrome in Belgium, where U.S. Thunderbolt-
equipped 48th Fighter Group and 404th Fighter Group were stationed. Five JG 2 fighters were shot
down by Allied ground fire as they passed the frontline. The antiaircraft artillery at St Trond de-
stroyed another five. Among the latter was the Fw 190 D-9 piloted by Hauptmann Georg Schroder,
the Gruppenkommandeur of 11./JG 2. Then the return flight developed into a virtual gauntlet. With
twenty-three pilots and forty-two aircraft lost, JG 2 was the hardest hit Geschwader on January 1.
1945. Counted among the casualties was Feldwebel Werner Hohenberg, who was lucky to survive
being shot down, and spent the remainder of the war in an Allied POW camp. Hohenberg carried out
a total of two hundred combat sorties during World War 11, and achieved thirty-three victories dur-
ing seventy aerial combats. He was released from British captivity on October 1, 1946.
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113. Bf 109 G-6

Flown by Hauptmann Erich Hartmann, Stab 1./JG 53, Veszperem/Hungary, Febru-
ary 4, 1945,

In 1945 the air war on the Eastern Front had definitely turned to the disadvantage of the Luftwaffe.
Almost every combat sortie resulted in difficult air combats with “Stalin’s Falcons” and bitter losses.
Out of 753 Luftwaffe aircraft registered lost in combat during the month of February 1945, 303 were
lost due to the activities of the Western Allies and 400 were destroyed by the Soviets. Only the
enormous experience accumulated by a handful of old veterans of the Luftwaffe force on the East-
ern Force allowed the Germans to score some successes in the air. In fact, these few Luftwaffe
Eastern Front veterans were the most experienced and probably most skillful fighter pilots of the
entire war. Erich Hartmann, who commanded 1./JG 53 as a Hauptmann for a brief period in Febru-
ary 1945, had carried out 1,004 combat missions as the war ended. Leutnant Erich Sommavilla of 1./
JG 53 recalls how skillful fighter aces from the Western Front were handicapped against the aggres-
sive Soviet fighter pilots late in the war. “Things only changed when we received Eastern Front
experts such as Hartmann and Lipfert,” said Sommavilla — although Hartmann actually carried out
only one combat sortie with L/JG 53, on February 4, 1945, and shot down a Yak-9 (his 337th vic-
tory). The results of the air combats on the Eastern Front that day are indicative for the character of
the air war against the VVS by that time — the Germans claimed fourteen victories against just as
many losses to their own. Shortly afterward Hartmann was picked to train on an Me 262 jet fighter,
but preferred to return to JG 52, where he scored his 352d and last airkill on May 8, 1945.

114. Fw 190 A-8
Flown by Feldwebel Rudolf Artner, 9./JG 5, Herdla/Norway, February 9, 1945.

On February 9, 1945, RAF Coastal Command’s Strike Wing dispatched thirty-one Beaufighters and two
Warwicks, escorted by twelve Mustangs of 65 (RCAF) Squadron — all led by Wing Commander Colin
Milson — against a German coastal convoy off Norway. For two years, the Strike Wing had been carrying
out almost daily strikes against Norway’s western coast. But this day, the Luftwaffe would pay back dearly.
February 9, 1945 went into the Strike Wing’s history as “the Black Friday.” I11./JG 5, based at Herdla,
scrambled its Fw 190s against the RAF formations, and the Beaufighters and Mustangs got entangled in a
most difficult fight. Among the participating German pilots was Feldwebel Rudolf Artner, an experienced
ace who on this day led the 9. Staffel in the air. Artner later filed the following combat report: “About 50
km north of the Sogne-Fjord, we spotted the enemy formation, which consisted of approximately 30
Beaufighters and 10 Mustang escort fighters, During a combined attack with my Staffel, | scored hits on a
Beaufighter, which I attacked from behind, and above. The Beaufighter caught fire and descended in a flat
angle. The impact was registered at 1610 hours, approximately 10 km north-west of Forde (Grid Square 06
East LM 1.5). The crew failed to bail out.” 404 (RCAF ) Squadron’s Pilot Officers Blunderfield Jackson
were both killed as Artner filed his eighteenth aerial victory. Shortly afterward, a second Beaufighter ended
up as Artner’s nineteenth. In total, 9./JG 5 claimed nine RAF aircraft shot down in this combat. Actual RAF
losses were nine Beaufighters — six of them from 404 (RCAF) Squadron alone — and a Mustang. This was
particularly hard, since the attackers failed to inflict any considerable damage to the ships. On the German
side, four Fw 190s were shot down. With one of them. Leutnant Rudi Linz was killed — shortly after
achieving his seventieth and last victory against a Beaufighter. Linz was awarded with the Knight's Cross
posthumously. Rudolf Artner survived the war with a total of twenty confirmed victories.
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115. Me 262 A-1a

Flown by Oberfeldwebel Hermann Buchner, 10./JG 7, Rotenburg/Germnany, April
8, 1945,

Hermann Buchner earned his fame as a Schiachtflieger, and he carried out 611 ground-attacks with
SchG 1 between 1942 and 1944, In early November 1944, he arrived at Lechfeld to commence
training on the Me 262 jet fighter with Erprobungskommando 262. Three weeks later Buchner had
his first encounter with Mustang fighters with an Me 262, although this resulted in no loss to either
side. On November 26, Buchner scored his first “jet victory” against a U.S. 7 PG F-5 (Lightning)
reconnaissance aircraft, piloted by Lieutenant Irvin J. Rickey, who survived. The impact of the Me
262 cannon shells was so great that Rickey believed that he had sustained a direct AAA hit. In
December 1944, Buchner was posted to Hauptmann Georg-Peter Eder’s 9./JG 7. Due to a controverse
with Eder’s successor, Oberleutnant Giinther Wegmann, Buchner was shifted to 10./JG 7 at Berlin-
Oranienburg in mid-March 1945. This Sraffel was headed by 130-victory ace Leutnant Franz Schall.
Buchner next claimed a B-24 on March 25 and an RAF Lancaster on March 31, 1945. But the Allied
overwhelming numerical superiority was too much even for the Me 262s. On April 8, Buchner’s
plane was shot ablaze by a strafing Mustang while landing. Next day, more than a hundred Luftwaffe
aircraft, including a large number of Me 262s were destroyed in airbase raids. On April 10, twenty-
seven out of fifty-five Me 262s that had been dispatched against U.S. heavy bombers were shot
down. Buchner would fly no more with the Me 262. He was credited with 58 confirmed victories.
Hermann Buchner is still alive.

116. Ta 152 H-0
Flown by Feldwebel Willi Reschke, Stab./JG 301, Stendal/Germany, April 14, 1945,

Willi Reschke belongs to the “generation” of the last Luftwaffe fighter aces. He was posted to his first combat unit, 1./JG
302, near Vienna in June 1944. Reschke drew his first blood during the great air battle over Hungary on July 2, 1944, when
U.S. 15th Air Force dispatched 712 heavy bombers and 300 escort fighters against Budapest. During a prolonged fight,
German and Hungarian Bf 109s, Bf 110s, and Me 410s claimed fifty-seven American aircraft shot down — including eight by
L/ZG 76 Me 410s, twelve by the Hungarian fighter group Puma, and sixteen by /]G 302. By destroying two Liberators,
Unteroffizier Willi Reschke achieved his first victories. Among the U.S. losses was 4 FG’s 2dLt Ralph K. Hofer, a fifteen-
victory ace. Reschke soon became known as a most daring pilot, and developed into one of 1./JG 302’s most successful
airmen. His nextkill, on July 7, 1944, in fact was achieved by conducting an air-to-air ramming of a Liberator — a feat that the
reckless young pilot was able to survive by bailing out. Through August 1944, he had amassed a total of fourteen victories —
all but one achieved against U.S. heavy bombers. During the combat on August 29, 1944, when he achieved his fourteenth,
Reschke was mistakenly shot down by another Bf 109 of 1./JG 302, but once again survived. Reschke, who then was posted
to ITL/JG 301, continued to carry out a most determined fight while the entire Luftwaffe became conspicuously marked by
defeat. On November 21, 1944, when the German fighter force lost eighty-three Bf 109s and Fw 190s in a fruitless effort to
defend the synthetic oil plant at Leuna against U.S. bombers, Reschke scored the only victory achieved by II1./JG 301. In the
spring of 1945, Reschke was posted to the crack Stab/]G 301, equipped with the Ta 152 — Germany’s undoubtedly best
piston-engine fighter in World War II. Flying a Ta 152, Reschke shot down the Tempest piloted by 486 RAF Squadron’s
Warrant Officer O. J. Mitchell on April 14, 1945. On April 20, 1945, Reschke was awarded with the Knight’s Cross for his
twenty-five victories. Four days later, five Ta 152s became involved in a tussle with a formation of Soviet Yak-9s, ending
with Reschke shooting down two Yakovlevs while one Ta 152 was lost. Willi Reschke survived the war with a total of
twenty-seven aerial victories on approximately one hundred combat sorties, and he is still alive.
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117. Me 262 A-1a

Flown by Oberst Johannes Steinhoff, JV 44, Minchen-Reim/Germany, April 18,
1945,

When Major Johannes Steinhoff arrived in Tunisia to assume command of JG 77 on April 3, 1942,
he had scored a total of 156 victories — all but two with I1./JG 52. By that time, the balance of favor
in the Mediterranean area had tipped to the Luftwaffe’s disadvantage. Only two days later, Steinhoff
barely survived getting shot down by a Spitfire. JG 77 filed a total of thirty-three combat losses over
Tunisia during the month of April 1943 alone, and Steinhoff noted how the combat spirits among
several veterans — including the famous Heinz Bir — dropped below zero. The subsequent air fight-
ing over Italy in 1943 and 1944 further deteriorated the spirits in JG 77. Steinhoff would add another
fourteen personal victories during his time with JG 77. In November 1944, he was assigned to lead
the formation of the first Me 262 jet fighter Geschwader JG 7. Following repeated clashes with
Reichsmarschall Goring, Steinhoff was accused of not fulfilling his JG 7 task satisfactory, and in
December 1944 he was relieved from his posting as Geschwaderkommodore of JG 7. Shortly after-
ward he joined his friend Generalleutnant Adolf Galland in the Me 262-equipped JV 44. There he
achieved his last six victories until he was seriously burned in a take-off accident on April 18, 1945,
After the war, Steinhoff was appointed commander of the Bundesluftwaffe, and held this post until
he retired on April 4, 1974. Johannes Steinhoff passed away on February 18, 1994, in Bonn/Ger-
many. He was credited with a total of 176 victories and carried out 993 combat missions, during
which he was shot down twelve times.

118. Fw 190 D-9

Flown by Leufnant Heinz Sachsenberg, JV 44, MUnchen-Riem/Germany, late April 1945,

Led by Generalleutnant Adolf Galland, the Me 262-equipped JV 44 was formed in February 1945. These
jet fighters were superior to anything the Allied could launch into the air, but their weakest spot was to be
attacked by hostile fighters when they took off or landed. The pioneer jet fighter unit Kommando Nowoiny
had been provided with airbase cover by the Fw 190 D-9s of II1./JG 54, and Galland could use the influ-
ence that he still had to get a handful of Fw 190 D-9s and D-11s assigned to JV 44. On April 23, 1945, IV
44 reported a strength of twelve Me 262s and five Fw 190 D-9/11s. The multi-colored paint on these Fw
190 D-9s have been interpreted as an indication of the high combat spirits among its personnel. But the
conspicuous red and white stripes in fact were applied only in order to avoid German AAA from opening
fire against the “Doras”. The most successful among JV 44’s Fw 190 D-9 pilots was Knight's Cross holder
Leutnant Heinz “Heino™ Sachsenberg — the son of thirty-one-victory World War I ace and Pour le Merité
holder Gotthard Sachsenberg. Heinz Sachsenberg had served with 6./JG 52 on the Eastern Front from late
1942, and achieved his first victory on April 21, 1943. On May 7, 1944, he was credited with seven aerial
victories. One month and one day later he surpassed the 100-victory-mark. On August 23, 1944, after
scoring his 104th and last victory, Sachsenberg was shot down and seriously injured in combat with U.S.
Mustangs over Romania. “Sachsenberg was a good pilot,” said Galland, “and we felt safer when his air-
craft were in the air.” However, Sachsenberg had barely recovered from his wounds when he was posted to
JV 44. Maybe as an indication of this, his last combat aircraft carried the inscription “Sell my clothes, I'm
going to heaven.” Sachsenberger survived the war, but never recovered from his wounds, and passed away
on June 17, 1951.
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119. Fw 190 D-9

Flown by Hauptmann Waldemar Wibke, JV 44, Munchen-Riem/Germany, late April
1945,

Waldemar Wiibke belongs to the Luftwaffe veterans who served from almost the first day of the war until
the last. He flew with 9./JG 54 as a Leutnant from 1940, and was among the first pilots to bring forward the
fighter-bomber tactics against England. The inscription — quite ironically meant — that he painted on every
single aircraft that he flew from 1940 onward stems from this time. Wiibke loathed the fighter-bomber
missions, and the writing “By the Order of the Reichsbahn™ was to be found on the sides of boxcars that
carried bombs. On October 21, 1940, he was awarded with the Iron Cross of the First Class. On July 11,
1941, Wiibke achieved II1./JG 54°s 250th victory by downing a Soviet SB bomber. On September 2, 1942,
Oberleutnant Wiibke was appointed Staffelfiihrer of 7./1G 54. On September 9, 1942, he engaged a forma-
tion of six to eight LaGG-3s and MiG-3s, managed to destroy one but got himself injured. Despite this, he
was back in action two days later. On January 5, 1943, Wiibke, by now 7./JG 54’s Staffelkapitén, achieved
his fifteenth victory against an I1-2 Shturmovik. But by this time the Soviet resistance in the air had grown
considerably sharper, and on January 18, 1943, all that was left of Wiibke’s Staffel was three Bf 109s and
five pilots. Shortly afterward, the entire II1./JG 54 was shifted to France, and from the spring of 1943 it was
dispatched in the home defense. On July 29, 1943, Oberleutnant Wiibke was injured again when five
Spitfires bounced his Schwarm. Wiibke barely managed to nurse his crippled Bf 109 back to base, and then
he was sent to hospital in Amsterdam. Between June 17, 1944 and April 15, 1945, Wiibke served as
Gruppenkommandeur I1./JG 101. After that he was posted to JV 44’s Fw 190 D-9-equipped airbase protec-
tion Staffel. Waldemar Wiibke survived the war with a total of sixteen aerial victories, including eleven on
the Eastern Front.

120. He 162 A-2
Flown by Leutnant Gerhard Hanf, 2./JG 1, Leck/Germany, April 1945,

Gerhard Hanf’s career as a fighter pilot is illustrative to the story of the downfall of the Luftwaffe.
When Leutnant Gerhard Hanf completed his fighter pilot training in the spring of 1943, the downfall
of the Luftwaffe was already in sharp decline. In June 1943, he was posted to 9./JG 77 in Sicily, the
most critical place for the Luftwaffe by that time. A total of 888 German fighters had been lost in the
Mediterranean theater alone between November 1942 and May 1943. Hanf was injured in combat
with Lightnings on his third combat sortie on June 24, 1943. Back in action, he barely survived a
crash due to engine failure on August 21, 1943, Later, I11./JG 77 was allocated to protect the Roma-
nian oil fields against U.S. air attacks, and this led to Hanf’s first aerial victory against a Mustang on
April 21, 1944. On May 7, 1944 he bagged a Lightning in the same area. But the German fighter
losses exceeded the successes, and combat spirits in Luftwaffe units dropped. In the summer of
1944, 9./JG 77 was incorporated with JG 1 in the home defense. On July 7, 1944, a Thunderbolt was
scored as Hanf’s third victory. His fifth and last airkill was achieved against a Thunderbolt on July
30, 1944. When 1/JG | was equipped with the He 162 jet fighter in April 1945, Hanf was appointed
Staffelkapitiin of 2./1G 1. During the last weeks of the war, Hanf realized that even the He 162 was
a failure, unable to fulfill its expectations. The inscription on the port side of his He 162 — Nervenklau,
“Nerve Racker” — originates from the reckless motorcycle rides that Hanf carried out on Leck Air-
drome in the spring of 1945. Gerhard Hanf was lucky to survive the war — contrary to most of the
German fighter pilots who received their wings simultaneously with him.
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121. Fw 190 D-9
Flown by Oberst Hans-Ulrich Rudel, Stab./SG 2, Grossenhain/Germany, April 1945.

Hans-Ulrich Rudel, a hard-core Nazi who refused to change his political views even after the war,
earned fame for his outstanding successes with a Ju 87. On his tally were to be found 519 destroyed
Soviet tanks. This stubborn fighter was one of Hitler’s favorites, and the Fiihrer even invented a
military award particularly for Rudel: The Golden Oak Leaves. In fact, of the 2,530 combat sorties
carried out by Rudel — a higher number than any other airman during the war — 430 were flown with
the Fw 190. Attempting to intercept a formation of I1-2s one day in December 1944, Rudel’s Fw 190
suffered an engine failure and the pilot had to force-land. On one occasion in early April 1945,
Rudel made a flight show in an Fw 190 D-9 for the local inhabitants near his airfield in the Sudeten
area. Shortly after landing, the airfield came under attack from U.S. Mustangs and Thunderbolts,
and the famous “assault ace™ had no other choice than to rush to the shelter. Rudel, a highly contro-
versial person in pre-war Germany, passed away on December 18, 1982.

122. Fw 190 D-9

Flown by Oberleutnant Hans Dorfenmann, 3./JG 26, Klein-Kummerfeld/Germany,
April 1945,

On April 5, 1945, Fw 190 D-9-equipped IV./JG 26 was assigned to carry out a strafing mission
against British troop movements opposed to the German defense line at Weser on the Western Front.
During the approach flight, Oberleutnant Willi Heilmann, 15./1G 26’s Staffelkapitiin, suddenly dis-
appeared. This incident has been covered in several versions. According to Heilmann’s post-war
memoirs, his departure was preceded by a ceremony in which he had discharged his Staffel to return
to their homes. A few years later, Heilmann wrote that he had force-landed his damaged aircraft at
the German-held airfield at Bissel. Historian Axel Urbanke, who states that Heilmann remained at
Bissel, where he was captured by Canadian troops on April 13, 1945, supports this. In any case,
following Heilmann’s disappearance, his 15./JG 26 was immediately disbanded, and its pilots were
spread among the 13. and 14. Staffeln. Hans Dortenmann, 3./JG 26’s Staffelkapitéiin who supposedly
destroyed Heilmann’s aircraft, was one of the most successful “Dora-9 pilots”. He in fact flew the
same aircraft individual (WNr 210003) from late 1944 until May 5, 1945, when he himself de-
stroyed it on the ground at Flensburg-Weiche just as British troops were approaching the base. He
achieved eighteen victories piloting this aircraft, reaching a total of thirty-eight.
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123. Fw 190 D-9
Flown by Oberfeldwebel Heinz Marguardt, 13./JG 51, Schmoldow/Germany, April 1945,

Born in East Prussia on December 29, 1922, Marquardt joined 10./JG 51 Mélders on the Eastern Front in August
1943. He immediately displayed some remarkable fighter pilot talents and scored his first victory on October 2,
1943. During 330 combat missions over the Soviet Narev bridgehead in Poland through October 1944, IV./JG 51 was
credited with 102 victories against twelve losses of their own. Leutnant Peter Kalden’s 10. Staffel took the lion’s
share with eighty-one of these victories. Oberfeldwebel Heinz Marquardt — known among his comrades as “Negus™
— contributed with twenty-six to this total, thus increasing his tally from sixty-three to eighty-nine. On November 18,
IV./G 51°s Gruppenkommandeur, Hauptmann Heinz Lange, and Oberfeldwebel Marquardt both were awarded with
the Knight’s Crosses. In late April 1945, IV./JG 51 operated their new Fw 190 D-9s from a base near Redlin against
the Soviet air assault on Berlin, and achieved some of the Luftwaffe’s last successes. During a single combat,
Fahnenjunker-Oberfeldwebel Marquardt managed to down four Yak-3s with his Fw 190 D. IV./IG 51 claimed a total
of 115 airkills during its final three weeks of combat. At 1120 hours on May 1, 1945, Marquardt took off from Redlin
to lead six Fw 190 D-9s to escort twelve Fw 190 ground-attack aircraft against Soviet troop positions near Berlin.
When they arrived to Flensburg Airdrome after fulfilling their mission, the Germans were bounced by six 41 Squad-
ron Spitfire XIVs. Marquardt immediately engaged the Spitfires together with his wingman, Feldwebel Heinz Radlauer,
and instructed the remaining four “Doras™ to cover the landing ground-attack planes. Shortly after bringing down
one of the Spitfires, Marquardt was himself shot down. In the confusion during the final days of the war, he was
reported killed. However, he survived and was brought into Schwerin hospital, where he later was confined by
arriving British troops. Thirty-five years later, Heinz Marquardt met the two British pilots — one of whom shot him
down on May Day 1945: Walter Jallands and Peter Cowell. Heinz Marquardt achieved a total of 121 victories on
around 280 combat sorties. Heinz Marquardt is still alive.

124. Bf 109 K-4

Flown by Major Adolf Borchers, Sfab lIl./JG 52, Deutsch Brod/Czechoslovakia, May
1945,

Adolf Borchers was born on February 10, 1913. He married the female skier world champion Christl
Cranz. Although Borchers started his fighter pilot career already in the Spanish Civil War, he had a
slow beginning with his successes in World War 1. However, it should be pointed out that he was
able to survive despite the fact that he was in almost uninterrupted first-line service from the first
day of the war until the last day. His first five victories were achieved as a Feldwebel with IV./JG 51
in 1940. On October 9, 1942, Borchers was appointed Staffelkapitin 11./JG 51. His rise to success
started only in 1943, and after amassing a total of seventy-eight victories he was awarded with the
Knight's Cross on November 11, 1943. By that time he had risen to the rank of a Hauptmann. After
approximately ninety victories with JG 51, Borchers was posted to 1./JG 52, as its
Gruppenkommandeur, on June 10, 1944, By that time, JG 52 had developed into the Luftwaffe’s
most successful Jagdgeschwader. On July 24, 1944, Borchers achieved his hundredth aerial victory
as the seventy-ninth German fighter pilot. On September 2, 1944, his personal 118th victory also
was JG 52°s ten thousandth. On February 1, 1945, he was appointed the last Gruppenkommandeur
of IIL/JG 52, the Geschwader’s most successful Gruppe. At the end of the war, he was confined by
the Soviets in Czechoslovakia. Adolf Borchers achieved a total of 132 victories — including 127 on
the Eastern Front — on about 800 combat sorties. Adolf Borchers passed away on February 9, 1996.
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. WARRANT OFFICERS
Tuble Of eq u‘valent ran ks 10. Stabsfeldwebel/Hauptfeldwebel Warrant Officer Flight Officer

A: Collar B: Shoulder C: Arm COMMISSIONED OFFICERS . )
11. Leutnant Pilot Officer Second Lieutenant

Fiilbwalls RAF USAAF 12. Oberleutnant Flying Officer First Lieutenant
13. Hauptmann Flight Lieutenant Captain

ENLISTED 14. Major Squadron Leader Major

1. Flieger [ — . P 15. Oberstleutnant Wing Comm?mder Lieutenant Colonel

2. Gefreiter Aircraftsman First Class Private First Class 16, Oberst. . GFUUP Captain Co'lone'l

3. Obergefreiter Leading Aircraftsman Corporal 17. Generalmajor A!r Cpmmodore Brlgadler General

4. Hauptgefreiter* Sergeant 18. General]eutnapt AEr Vice Marshal Ma_]or General

5. Stabsgefreiter** 19. General der Flieger Air Marshal Lieutenant General
20. Generaloberst Air Chief Marshal General (4 star)

NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS Gepcralfeldmarschall Marshal of the RAF General (5 star)

6. Unteroffizier Corporal Staff Sergeant Reichsmarschl

7. Unterfeldwebel . )

3. Feldwebel Sergeant Technical Sergeant * The rank of Hauptgeffe{ter was gbohshed 12-5-1944

9. Oberfeldwebel Flight Sergeant Master Sergeant #* The rank of Stabsgefreiter was introduced 4 - 2 — 1944
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Ritterkreuz

The highest decoration for the German forces was the Knight’s Cross. An Approximate of 1730
Luftwaffe personnel were awarded with the Knight’s Cross. A total of 192 were awarded with the
Knight's Cross with the Oak Leaves. A total of 41 were awarded with the Knight's Cross with the
Oak Leaves and Swords. Ten were awarded with the Knight's Cross with the Oak Leaves, Swords,
and Diamonds.

(RK) Das Ritterkreuz des Eisernen Kreuzes (the Knight's Cross).

(EL) Das Ritterkreuz des Eisernen Kreuzes mit Eichenlaub (the Knight's Cross with the Oak Leaves).
(S) Das Ritterkreuz des Eisernen Kreuzes mit Eichenlaub und Schwertern (the Knight's Cross with
the Oak Leaves, and Swords).

(Br) Das Ritterkreuz des Eisernen Kreuzes mit Eichenlaub mit Schwertern und Brillanten (the Knight's
Cross with the Oak Leaves, Swords, and Diamonds).

The Structure of the Luftwaffe

The basic tactical unit of the Luftwaffe during World War IT normally was the Geschwader (“wing”).
Each Geschwader was identified by a number and had a prefix according to its branch of
service:

Jagdgeschwader (JG) = fighter

Nachtjagdgeschwader (NJG) = night fighter

Zerstirergeschwader (ZG) = heavy fighter

Schlachtgeschwader (SchG, later SG)= ground assault

Sturzkampfgeschwader (Stukageschwader) (StG) = dive-bomber

Kampfgeschwader (KG) = bomber

Lehrgeschwader (LG) = operational training unit (formed for the purpose of training leaders).

Many Geschwader were also given traditional titles, commemorating a fallen “hero”, such as:
JG 26 “Schlageter”, the name of a nationalist fighter during the French occupation of the
Ruhr; JG 51 “Mélders”, the first Top Gun of the German Fighter Air Arm; JG 2 “Richthofen”,
etc. Itis interesting to note that this tradition has been carried on by the Bundesluftwaffe, which

contains units such as JG 71 “Richthofen” and JG 74 “Mélders”.

Each Geschwader usually comprised three or four Gruppen (“groups”), numbered with Roman
characters:

II1./JG 26 = third Gruppe of Jagdgeschwader 26.

The Gruppe comprised three or four Staffeln (“squadrons™), numbered with Arabic numerals:
3./1JG 26 = third Staffel of Jagdgeschwader 26.

The normal strength of a Staffel was twelve aircraft, in the Fighter Air Arm divided into three
Schwidrme; one Schwarm made up of four aircraft.

The Schwarm was divided into two Rotten, a Rotte consisting two pilots — the Rottenfiihrer
(leader) and the Rortenflieger (wingman).

This gives the following nominal strength of the German aviation units in World War II:

Geschwader = three or four Gruppen plus a Stabsstaffel (staff-squadron) - 120-156 a/c
Gruppe = three or four Staffeln - 36-48 a/c
Staffel = 12 a/c

The commander of a Geschwader was called Geschwaderkommodore. His rank could be Major,
Oberstleutnant or Oberst.

The commander of a Gruppe was called Gruppenkommandeur. His rank could be Major or
Hauptmann.

The commander of a Sraffel was called Staffelkapitin. His rank could be Hauptmann,
Oberleutnant or Leutnant.

Several Geschwader were organized into a Fliegerkorps (“air corps”) or Fliegerdivision (“air
division™).

The largest tactical organization within the German Air Force of World War IT was the

Lufiflotte, which roughly corresponded to a numbered U.S. Air Force.

The German Fighter Air Arm
in World War II: Result table

Since the essence of the German Fighter Air Arm in World War II was to shoot down enemy aircraft,
a publication like this would be incomplete without giving some kind of result table. A similar table
was published in a previous volume on the same subject, by the same authors, and the table below
has been modified according to recent research. The authors however would like to underscore that
they have found evidence to correct only one of the figures in the previously published table. As far
as the authors know, these are the only attempts ever made to present the whole loss and success
table of the German Fighter Air Arm.

Of course the authors can not claim that the figures below are 100% exact. The true aircraft loss
totals of World War II are, especially when it comes to the Luftwaffe, not known and will never be
known. When it comes to the verification of aerial victory claims, things become even more diffi-
cult. Even if the loss tables of the units concerned were complete, it is very hard to decide whether
a crashed aircraft really was shot down, etc. A rule of the thumb is: True losses are always higher
than the loss figures given by one side and lower than the victory claims made by the other side.

The list below does not mirror the claims made by the fighter pilots. It is a well-known fact that
the victory claims made by fighter pilots of all air forces generally were exaggerated. However,
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there is no evidence that there was any official German policy of exaggerating the fighter pilots’
claims; on the contrary, each claim had to go through a thorough procedure, including research,
before it was officially accepted. The following figures are a rough approximation of the actual
losses in the aerial combats fought by the German day fighter pilots in World War II. These figures
are based on many years of thoroughgoing studies of the aerial warfare between 1939 and 1945.
Even if some details in the figures given below may be revised in the years to come, we dare to say
that they are as close to the true facts as possible at this stage of historical research.
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(Note: the German loss figures given are total combat loss figures, i.e. losses to ground fire, and in
aerial combat.)

Comment:

According to Gemeinschaft der Jagdflieger, the German Fighter Pilots” Association, the German
fighter pilots claimed a total of 70,000 aerial victories during World War II — 25,000 against the
“Western enemies”™ and 45,000 on the Eastern Front. At the same time, the German Flak (AAA
batteries) reported the shooting down of more than 20,000 enemy aircraft.

According to the same source, 16,400 German day fighter aircraft were lost (total loss, i.e.
aircraft with more than 59 percent damage degree) as the result of hostile action during the war
years. 8,500 German day fighter pilots were killed, 2,700 went missing or were taken prisoners, and
9,100 were injured.

Different total loss figures for the RAF and the USAAF are published frequently. According to
Russian archives, the combat losses of the Soviet Air Force between 1941 and 1945 amounted
46,100 aircraft. Due to the fact that several Soviet records were lost during the first months of the
German invasion in the summer of 1941, the actual Soviet aircraft combat losses in World War 11
probably were higher, totaling approximately slightly above 50,000.

Authors’ note:

There has been some dispute over the use of different abbreviations of the Messerschmitt 109 and
110. While we find the use of “Bf 109" in most German official documents, the abbreviation “Me
109" is most commonly used in U.S. publications. It is not the author’s intention to enter any discus-
sion on the subject. Due to historical reasons we have chosen to use the abbreviation “Bf 109”/"Bf
110" (but “Me 2107/ "Me 410"/"Me 163"/"Me 262" of the later constructions) and refer to the his-
tory of the Bayerische Flugzeugwerke (Bf), which later became Messerschmitt (Me) A.G.
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